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THURSDAY, JANUARY 27TH, 2011 


RIGHT: Villagers recently came together at 
Peterston-super-Ely Community Hall for 
their panto, ‘Dick Whittington’and 
GEM photographer Ian Dixon was there. 
(See page 3 for a report and more photos). 


THE BELLS, 
THE BELLS! 


COWBRIDGE’S 
Town Hall bells 
should be ringing 
again next week. 

The town has been 
silent since November, 
but a specialist compa¬ 
ny is due next week to 
cure the problem. 

The news was given 
to this week’s meeting 
of Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian Town 
Council by the town 


clerk, Andrew Davies. 

Mr Davies raised 
more than a few 
laughs when he 
revealed that, despite 
the fact that the bells 
are supposed to ring 
every hour - day and 
night - no one seemed 
to have noticed. 

He said that no one 
had called into the 
council office to ask 
what had happened to 
the bells! 
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Town Council 
freezes precept 


72 Eastgate 
Cowbridge 
01446 775 107 

Sam to 6pm 
6 Days a Week 

] Plus: 

lOam - 3pm 
Sundays 


iThis project has received funding 
J through the Rurai Deveiopment 
Pian for Waies 2007-2013 which 
J is funded by the Weish Assembiy 
I Government and the European 
1 Agricuiturai Fund for Rurai 
J Deveiopment. Creative Rural 
I Communities is a regeneration 
1 and economic development 
j initiative led by the Vale 
^ of Glamorgan Council 
J in partnership with 
I various public, 

1 private and 
J voluntary sector 
^ organisations^ ^ 


COWBRIDGE with Llanblethian 
Town Council has decided to freeze its 
precept - to do its bit to hold down 
council tax. 

The amount charged to local householders 


EMckishm New Offer for 
January A February 2011 




circuit 


off 


wi^ 

50% OFF JOINING FEE 
Plus 30 DAYS FREE 
MEMBERSHIP 


will stay at £52.08. The freeze was proposed by 
Conn Jon Harris, the chairman of the finance 
and general purposes committee, and it was 
passed unanimously. 

It is true, of course, that the town council’s 
portion of the total council tax bill is the small¬ 
est of the three ele¬ 
ments. 

South Wales Police 
is currently looking at 
how much it will ask 
for, and in the light of 
Government cutbacks, 
that element is unlike¬ 
ly to be frozen. 

The largest chunk 
of the council tax bill 
will go to the Vale 
Council, and the 
budget is currently 
being prepared. 

The full details 
should emerge in late 
February or early 
March. 


Valid until | 
28* February 2011 i 



01446 772 803 





TRIBUTE TO 
MAYORESS 

On a sadder note, 
this week’s town 
council began with 
the Mayor, Coun Len 
Taylor, calling for a 
minute’s silence, as it 
was the first meeting 
since the death of the 
Mayoress, Janet 
Legs- 




Skin Studio 


of Penarth 
Advanced Treatments, 
Advanced Results 

, ^Lose 2 dress 
i sizes in just 
I 1 month’ 

I 


at 

HALF PRICE 
£720 down to 
£360 

The revolutionary 
i lipo is a low 
level laser that 
releases trapped 
fat cells from 
stubborn ares. 

• Lose up to 2 dress sizes. 

• Money back guarantee. 

• Instant loss on first visit. 

• No need to diet. 

• Improve skin texture and 
get rid of cellulite. 

Call the Skin Studio today 
to book your appointment. 

Terms and conditions: Payment must be made in full at 
time of booking. Treatment must be started within 90 days 
of purchase. Half price offer ends 20th January 2011. 
More than one deal can be bought per person. 

T: 02921 250 221 


E: skinstudio@hotmail.co.uk 
W: www.skinstudiowales.com 


Fordthis month only 



£995 £1995j 

AU OTH» COMiiNAnONS AVAIlABLf FKQS ^ 

AU aaam vroffK UNOt ptaki m bhom HOyfr ■ 


OPTION 1 


3WCu\MMDiiA 
IPVCuDoar 
from 


OPTION 3 


6 PVCu\MMDiii! 
2 PVG» tears 
iroiti 


EVERSEAL^ 

WINPOWt ANB CONSIIVAf ORIIt IT* 

www.eversealwlndows.co.uk 

Ja* IN( 01 OUUKt fOI «iMOO«S AN* 0001 $. 

HADFIELD RD, CARDIFF 

24 Hr Sales Hotline 
— 029 2039 6555 Howl 

iwil rtitfOJi wrvy pricn on ‘Ikw lur li*«‘ t|iicn«e 


















































































2 - THE GEM 


Thursday, January 27th, 2011 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Confusion over 
refuse collection 


S INCE the 

snowfall before 
Christmas, 
residents through¬ 
out Barry have seen 
an increase in black 
bags lining our 
streets. 

Across Barry, bin 
mountains are starting to 
appear as the public 
struggle to deal with the 
situation, without being 
given the right informa¬ 
tion. 

This issue is a recur¬ 
ring theme in my discus¬ 
sions with residents 
within the Dyfan ward. 

Many residents have 
noted this trend and are 
questioning whether the 
council are getting con¬ 
fused with their own 
policy. 

The snow has meant 
that normal collections 
were cancelled and 
many residents across 
Barry have been strug¬ 
gling to understand 
when collection will 
take place without the 
necessary information 
on revised schedules. 

The problem appears 
to have arisen as a result 
of the switch to fort¬ 
nightly bin collection, 
the disruption in normal 


bin collection and the 
increase in bins that nor¬ 
mally arises over the 
Christmas period. 

The lack of informa¬ 
tion has meant that 
many residents have 
been putting their rub¬ 
bish out onto the streets 
to be collected, only to 
have to take them back 
inside when collections 
have not taken place. 

It is clear that the 
Vale Council need to 
rectify these teething 
problem and give the 
Barry Town public what 
they deserve. 

At this stage it is 
clear that the switch to a 
fortnightly collection 
service has been prob¬ 
lematic and is not work¬ 
ing. 

It is strange how our 
neighbours, Cardiff, as 
the capital city, have a 
collection once a week - 
while Barry, being the 
biggest town in Wales, 
has a collection once 
every two weeks. 

Jeffrey Heathfield 
FocusBARRY inde¬ 
pendent candidate for 
Dyfan ward, Barry 
Town Council 


Banks: nothing 
has been learnt 


I AM extremely 
surprised that 
the recent global 
bank collapse has 
not produced any 
fundamental 
changes in the con¬ 
trol of the board- 
rooms of banks. 

I had imagined that, 
now that the wide¬ 
spread, dishonest prac¬ 
tices had been revealed, 
the only advantage of 
the misery which had 
damaged so many mil¬ 
lions of lives, was that 
we would all agree, 
governments, nations 
and people, to control 
and modify the banking 
industry - to raise stan¬ 
dards of integrity and 
transparency, and face 
down arrogant threats 


FocusBARRY a 
non-political group? 

m lOCUS BARRY keep reminding us 
that they are a non-political organi- 
^ sation. 

I find this hard to believe when several of 
the group seem to be disgruntled ex-party 
members. 

Julie Aviet-Frassinelli, Barry 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will (in certain circumstances), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The 
Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


White Farm homes plan: 

Developer replies to concerns 


that they would not 
cooperate. 

Instead, we have 
shameless bankers 
telling us that they must 
continue to pay huge 
bonuses, in order to get 
the ‘best people’. 

But that was exactly 
the problem which 
destroyed the industry: 
they did pay out huge 
bonuses, and they did 
get the very worst ki nd 
of people, the greediest, 
most self-centred, and 
executives who ruined 
their own industry, for 
exactly that reason, to 
fill their own bottomless 
pockets. 

The truth is out now, 
but they have learnt 
nothing. 

Neville Westerman, 
Brynna 


T here has been much commentary 
and speculation in recent months 
on whether the new homes at 
White Farm Barns will increase the 
prospect of flooding downstream of the 
site. 

As a homeowner myself and a housebuilder 
by trade, I can fully understand the anxiety and 
concern which the prospect of increased flooding 
can prompt amongst residents who consider 
themselves at risk. 

This is an issue which deserves expert 
answers and solutions. At present, rain water 
simply rolls off the land at White Farm and 
flows downstream into the Lower Coldbrook 
catchment. 

There is nothing to manage or slow-down the 
flow. The volume is entirely determined by the 
amount of rainfall. 

The development at White Farm must not 
result in the existing situation being made worse 
and, if possible, should seek ways in which to 
improve matters. 

We believe that the drainage design we are 
currently working on will achieve this. 

Clearly, we all have our views as to what we 
believe will or will not work. Ultimately, howev¬ 
er, we have to rely on the expertise of specialist 
engineers to determine what is acceptable. 

The Environment Agency and Vale of 
Glamorgan Council require us to compose a 
flood mitigation and drainage strategy which 
meets their technical requirements. 

A force to be 
reckoned with 


I WRITE with 
reference to the 
rather scathing 
attack on 
FocusBarry and 
Jeffrey Heathfield 
in The GEM on 
January 13 
(‘FocusBarry and 
reality’) - courtesy 
of Coun Rob 
Curtis. 

As a Labour council¬ 
lor, he is resorting to the 
same sort of tactics as 
those of which he 
wrongly accuses Jeff 
Heathfield and 
FocusBarry. 

I find it very distaste¬ 
ful indeed that a so- 
called staunch Labour 
member can actually jus¬ 
tify those unkind and 


misleading statements. 

The Labour party 
started life as an idea, 
with one initial member 
and then grew from 
strength-to-strength; 
much in the same way 
that FocusBarry will 
grow, brick upon brick. 

The people of Barry 
have had enough of less 
than watertight promises 
and that is why 
FocusBarry is fast 
becoming recognisable 
as a forced to be reck¬ 
oned with. 

I have dissolved all 
my ties with Labour and 
am also looking for a 
ward in which to stand 
as an independent. 
Barrie V Evans, 

Barry Island 


Search for pictures 


I AM in the 
process of com¬ 
pleting the book 
Cowbridge Art 
Society: A Historical 
commentary 1960- 
2010 and seek help 
to trace a number 
of pictures which 
were exhibited in 
the 1970 exhibition 
of the society. 

The purpose is to 
obtain permission from 
owners to include them 
in the publication, sched¬ 
uled for the end of 
March. 

The pictures are: West 


Both bodies will examine the proposals in 
detail and they will make the final decision as to 
whether we have provided a technically viable 
solution. 

We hope to achieve this shortly, following 
which we will be in position to provide local resi¬ 
dents with more detailed information about the 
development generally - and the fiood and 
drainage mitigation measures in particular. 

Steve Williams, 

Managing Director, 

Persimmon Homes East Wales 

Young don’t need 
a party voice... 


I T really is 
becoming tire¬ 
some to 

respond, yet again, 
to a letter from a 
Labour Party mem¬ 
ber (‘Young people 
are interested’. The 
GEM, January 20), 
which misleads 
readers about 
FocusBarry. 

Camilla Beaven 
writes about a letter from 
FocusBARRY: there is 
no indication to which 
letter she refers, but I 
can assure people that it 
was not from 
FocusBarry. 

Perhaps Ms Beaven 
means my letter about 
Ed Milliband’s offer to 
join Labour for one 
penny ‘'and we will be 
your voice’’. That letter 
was clearly written in 
my name, using my 
address, so I will 
respond to her allegation 
in the context of my let¬ 
ter. 


She says that 
FocusBarry “suggest¬ 
ed that young people 
have a low interest in 
politics”. My letter sug¬ 
gested no such thing: I 
said “young people don’t 
appear to want political 
parties to speak for 
them,” a significant and 
clear difference. 

I referred to the use 
young people make of 
the internet. One only 
has to look at how they 
express themselves on 
Twitter, Facebook and 
the blogs to realise they 
do not need the Labour 
Party to be their ‘voice’. 

Readers may be inter¬ 
ested to know that young 
people in full time edu¬ 
cation will be allowed to 
join FocusBarry free 
of charge. 

These misleading let¬ 
ters from party members 
do nothing to improve 
the public’s perception 
of the local Labour 
party. 

Dennis Harkus, 

Barry 


Sterling leadership 


Docks, Cardijf-AH 
Morgan-Hall; Cardiff 
Docks - AH Morgan- 
Hall; Kinetic Grid - 
Clodagh Cravos; Red 
Rum - Clodagh Cravos; 
Abereiddy - Dulcie 
Mayne-Stephens. 

However, if there are 
other pictures by these 
artists, knowledge of 
their whereabouts would 
also be helpful. 

If any reader is able to 
assist in this search, it 
will be much appreciat¬ 
ed. Please telephone 
01446 772063 or e-mail 
Phillips 

554 @ binternet. com 

John Phillips, 
Llansannor 


O N behalf of 
hundreds of 
people 

involved with The 
Prince’s Trust in 
Wales during the 
80/90s, be they vol¬ 
unteers or young 
people who were 
recipients of the 
various assistance 
this organisation 
offers, I would like 


to recognise the 
sterling leadership 
that the late Susan 
Williams gave dur¬ 
ing her stewardship 
as Chair of The 
Prince’s Trust in 
Wales. 

Robert Griffiths, 
Ex-Chair PT 
Business Start-up, 
West Glamorgan. 


Getting value 
for money 

I AM afraid I must come out against 
the Welsh Assembly having any more 
powers, especially in the area of being 
able to raise taxes. 

I often wonder whether the things they already 
spend money on are really thought through and that 
the Assembly gets value for money? 

Although I love wildlife, I wonder whether the 
best deal was obtained in the spending of £147,000 
on a bridge over the road to make safe passage to 
the other side for dormice (I am not certain which 
little creature was involved!). 

Mrs D Coombes Herridge, Barry 


Beware these 
prize potholes! 


R EJOICE! A 
new game 
has been 

invented, namely, 
‘plumb the depths 
with a Barry pot¬ 
hole’. 

This is based upon 
my detailed survey of 
the older parts of Barry, 
Cadoxton, Coldbrook, 
etc; the newer ones such 
as the H2O front (the 
waterfront) new housing 
and roads on Barry 
Island are fine. They 
have new surfaces. 

Like senior citizens, 
the roads and by-ways 
of the older districts - 
Market Street, High 
Street, Trinity Street - 
and yes, I declare an 
interest, Aberystwyth 
Crescent - are pock¬ 
marked. 

Take as an example, 
the right-hand turn from 
Market Street, Barry 
into the ‘Kensington’ of 
Barry - High Street; at 

Deficit: 


the top of Market Street. 

Turn right and the 
surface of High Street is 
also turning into a cen¬ 
tral trench. 

Why not organise the 
Barry schools, in the 
older parts - High 
Street, Cadoxton - to 
do a survey? A fine 
could be offered by the 
guilty party; is that the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, the coalition 
Government, or the for¬ 
mer Labour 
Government? 

After all, potholes do 
take time to deepen and 
develop. Prize cate¬ 
gories could be 1) the 
biggest, 2) the deepest, 
3) the oldest or 4) the 
most dangerous. 

All four, and you get 
to evict a chief execu¬ 
tive with squatter’s 
rights to his, or her, 
house! 

Christopher Short, 
Barry 


Who 


owes 


what to whom? 


P erhaps 

Alun Cairns 
MP would like 
to tell us why his 
Government is giv¬ 
ing £800 million to 
some consortium to 
update our broad¬ 
band - perhaps it is 
the money they owe 
Wales? 

I thought the country 
was nearly bankrupt? 
You can’t believe any¬ 
thing this Government 
says. 

As for borrowing, it 
borrowed £240 million 
in November, that must 
have been for Ireland? 

So who are we bor¬ 
rowing all this money 
from - the Bank of 
England? 

What is the Bank of 
England? We have the 
‘European Central Bank’ 
who finance all ‘Euro’ 
countries - so is the 
Bank of England our 


Central Bank? Maybe 
that’s the reason we’re 
not in the Euro as that 
would be the end of the 
Bank of England! 

Does our Government 
really owe all this money 
they are telling us about 
- or did the banks who 
were in the red borrow 
from the Bank of 
England - and it is they 
who are paying all these 
interest charges? 

That would leave the 
Government in a pretty 
good financial position. 
They’ve put up fuel at 
the pump, road tax is sky 
high, and VAT is set to 
rise - but that should 
affect the rich more than 
the man in the street. 

Just think, a million 
pound yacht would fetch 
£200,000 VAT, but that 
would be company- 
owned, wouldn’t it? 

Bill Lang, 

Barry 


WRITE IN! 

We welcome your views, news 
and items of local interest, 
email: gemeditorial 
@ tindlenewsxo.uk 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 03) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
PorthcawL It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in Barry, 
the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

27Thur 

11.51 

8.5 



28 Fri 

00.27 

8.2 

13.02 

8.0 

29 Sat 

01.42 

7.8 

14.32 

7.6 

30 Sun 

03.15 

7.9 

15.53 

8.1 

31 Mon 

04.22 

8.3 

16.53 

8.3 

01 Tues 

05.16 

8.7 

17.35 

8.7 

02 Wed 

06.01 

9.3 

18.22 

9.2 

03 Thur 

06.37 

9.5 

18.56 

9.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 TEL. Email: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk. Printed by NWN Ltd. 
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Peterston Community Hall treated to an 

evening of pantomime (and a cup of tea at the interval!) 



PICTURES BY IAN DIXON 


^‘Your crown is so shiny 
I can see my face in it! 


DICK Whittington put in an appearance 
at Peterston Community Hall between 
January 13-15 in a pantomime that 
proved to be a rip-roaring success! 

Despite the floods and rain, the hall was 
packed for each performance with the audi¬ 
ences enjoying a highly polished and profes¬ 
sional show from a company whose ages 
ranged between 10 and 80 years! 

Songs, dances and comedy jokes - plus a cup of 
tea at the interval - ensured an entertaining 
evening, with a special mention for the excel¬ 
lent singing honed by James Bull. 


Milsom House 


Residential & Nursing Home 

• St Athan • 




This cast member 
wasn’t feline’ 
too well! 


Manager Gillian Allison 

Telephone 01446 750166 

www.milsomhouse.co.uk 


Your local quality care home 
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FIRST SHOW ON THE NEW STAGE 


Consider yourself at home 
in Cowbridge’s new school! 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 

PUPILS at 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School are hard at 
work in rehearsals 
for the musical 
Oliver! 

It will, of course, be 
the first time that the 
school has staged its 
own show on its own 
stage - courtesy of the 
brand new building. 

The school’s drama 
teacher, Amanda 
Campbell, told The 
GEM: “It is a huge thrill 
to put on the first show 
at the new school, and 
we have chosen a really 
popular show for the 
occasion.” 

The school’s head of 
music, Adrian Colborne, 
added that it was the 
first time that the entire 
school had been 
involved in one show. 

He said: “In the past, 
we have had to put on 
separate shows for the 
younger and older age 
groups, so it is great to 
have them all working 
together.” 

The school’s last big 
show was Les 
Miserables - staged at 
PorthcawTs Grand 
Pavilion - and that was 
a rousing success. 

Many of the cast are 
still around, and are get¬ 
ting their teeth into the 
cast of waifs, villains 
and upright citizens that 
populate the Dickens 
story. 

The show, of course, 
is so well-known that 
few reminders need to 
be given of hit songs 
such as ‘Consider 
Yourself’, ‘Where is 
Love’ and ‘As Long as 
he Needs Me’. 

Amanda Campbell 



Rehearsing the opening number (‘Food Glorious Food’). 


said; “After the TV 
show that resulted in 
Jodie Prenger landing 
the role of Nancy, all the 
pupils were very famil¬ 
iar with Oliver! too.” 

The show will have 
two Olivers, Callum 
Jones and Tom Hill, 
playing alternate nights, 
and the same goes for 
the role of Nancy, where 
Melanie Stevens and 
Cate McHugh will take 
turns. 

All the other main 
roles will have to stay 
fit for all five nights (the 
show will run from 
Tuesday, Lebruary 8, to 
Saturday, Lebruary 12, 
at 7pm). 

Matthew Whiteley, 
who played Inspector 
Javert in Les Mis, will 
play the villain of the 
piece, the evil Bill 
Sykes. 

Richard Wilkes will 
be the Artful.Dodger, 
while Rhys Jenkins is 
looking forward to play¬ 
ing the classic comedy 
role that is Lagin. 

The orchestra for the 
show will be made up of 
school pupils. 



HOW DARE YOU 
ASK FOR MORE! 



ABOVE: Oliver getting a hard time from Oliver Hitchings (Mr 
Bumble) and Asha Fletcher-Peters (Mrs Corney). 




ABOVE and BELOW: Rehearsing the opening scene. 


ABOVE: The two Olivers, Tom Hill (left) 
and Callum Jones. 




THE latest bridge results are as 
follows: 

Vale of Glamorgan Bridge Club club 
night, Monday, January 17: 


ABOVE: Melanie Stevens (Nancy), 
with her ill-chosen boyfriend Bill Sykes 
(Matthew Whiteley). 


COWBRIDGE BRIDGE CLUB 


Cowbridge & District Bridge Club 
club night, Tuesday, January 18: 

1st, Hugh Williams and Gordon 
Berrey 63.89 per cent; joint 2nd, 


1st, Mary Moore and John Beard Barbara and Colin Easterbrook, and 
65.05 per cent; 2ml, Linda Pinnock Marian East and Pauline McAllen, 
and Marjorie Morris 6188; 3rd, Mike ^^2; 4th, Mearl Owen and Debbie 
Best and David Birt 62.50; 4th, Irene 


Rosevear 60.07; 5th, Ann Miller and 
Judy Springett 58.68; 6th, Teri Pollard 


Thomas and Graham Jones 59.85; 5th, 

Vida Halford and Glyn Williams 57.32; 

6th, Ray Smith and Gwynne Maddox ond David Wright 56.94. 
54.29. 


BS 


PASSING OF AN 
OFFICER AND 
A GENTLEMAN 


Sqn Ldr PAUL GRAY, RAF (Ret d) 
1931-2010 


P AUL GRAY of 
Oldbury, West 
Bromwich, joined the 
RAF in 1952 and served in 
the Royal Air Force 
Regiment, where his lust for 
adventure and travel was 
cultivated. 

He served in Cosford, Singapore 
Lines and Aden until 1959. While 
in Aden, Pilot Officer Gray took 
part in escort duty for the Queen 
and the Duke of Edinburgh when 
they visited the Protectorate on 
April 27, 1954. 

He left the military for a short 
period to re-train in hotel and cater¬ 
ing management, especially in 
planning and execution of large 
outside catering functions. 

In 1964, he re-joined the Royal 
Air Lorce as a catering officer. 
Many diverse locations were 
named ‘home’, including Hereford, 
Kuching Borneo, Acklington 
Northumberland, Linningley, 
Wegberg Germany, Brampton, 
Brawdy, Scampton, Gutersloh 
Germany and St Athan. 

He organised many Royal 
Reviews, including the 50th and 
75th anniversaries of the RAP. 

He was extremely proud that he 
had managed to stay at the ‘coal 
face’ throughout his career, where 
he found the most satisfaction. 

Retired in 1989, he dreamt of a 
consultancy to the local technical 
college for catering trainees, further 
training of his Great Dane ‘Sybil’, 
and serving as a churchwarden at 
St Cadoc’s, Llancarfan. 

Life didn’t pan out that way and 
within months he was back again at 
\^t Athan as Community Relations 



Officer, dealing with the organisa¬ 
tion of the annual St Athan Battle 
of Britain Air Day and reporting on 
the Gulf War. 

He finally retired in 1993, and 
when St Cadoc’s Church was hit by 
a cash crisis, Paul and others threw 
themselves into a massive fundrais¬ 
ing campaign that secured the 
future of this 13th century church. 

He assisted the British Legion’s 
Llantwit Major branch and was 
proud to march each Remembrance 
Sunday at the Whitehall Cenotaph. 

Described as a real “character 
and a gentleman”, he had estab¬ 
lished a reputation as a cheerful 
and compassionate leader who was 
fiercely loyal to his colleagues and 
to the Service. 

He made countless friends and 
touched many lives in so many 
ways. 

The funeral takes place tomor¬ 
row (Friday, January 28) at St 
Cadoc’s Church, Llancarfan, at 
10.15am and then Coychurch 
Crematorium at 11:30am. Family 
flowers only; donations to the 
Royal British Legion via W. Brown 
& Son College Street, Llantwit 
Major. Telephone 01446 750479. 


Memories and tales of the 
ladies of the round table 


SOUTHERNDOWN WI NEWS 


THE mist, murk 
and relentless rain 

did not dampen the booked, and the meeting mous, some personal, 
spirits of informal, easy and some were true. 


Southerndown WI 


bringalong’ night, with Children appeared to 
members sitting at a be the fount of much 
members attending round table to tell jokes, amusement on the evi- 
the first meeting of anecdotes, and reminis¬ 
cences. 

Some 


2011 

No speaker 


were anony- 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
&STMAKYHILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Eisteddfod 

meeting 

READERS of The 
GEM may have 
already heard the news 
that the National 
Eisteddfod of Wales is 
to be held at Llandow 
in 2012. 

Llangan resident, Mrs 
Mary Crandon, has been 
asked to arrange a meet¬ 
ing for the people of 
Llandow, St Mary Hill 
and Treoes, who may be 
interested in forming a 
committee to raise funds 
for this event. 

The three villages 
made a gallant effort 
when the Eisteddfod was 
held at Pencoed in 1998, 
when nearly £2,000 was 


raised. I remember the 
event quite clearly, as 
together with Mary, we 
made dozens of Welsh 
cakes which sold as they 
came off the bakestone. 
This took place at the St 
Mary Hill Pair at Pferm 
Goch 

An open meeting is 
being held at Treoes 
community hall today 
(Thursday, January 27) 
at 7pm when an 
Eisteddfod official will 
be on hand to speak to 
anyone wishing to help 
at the 2012 event. 

Inspection 

A SITE visit will be held 
at land opposite 
Twchwyn, Llangan, re 
proposed riding stables, 
at 1pm on February 3. 


dence of teachers and ex¬ 
teachers, and modem e- 
mail seems to produce 
much mirth. 

President Rhiannon 
Gaen welcomed mem¬ 
bers and spoke of forth¬ 
coming events including 
the county show, spring 
council meeting 

(Porthcawl), walks and 
craft shows and classes. 

Afternoon meetings 
for four months of the 
year were proposed for 
members to discuss, with 
the venue possibly 
Southerndown All Saints 
Church. 

This was a meeting of 
humour and bonhomie, 
and the next one will be 
on Lebruary 10 at 
7.15pm at Saint Brides 
Major Church Hall. 

The speaker is 
Stephen Jarvis on the 
‘History of Kitchen 
Gadgets’. 

Please bring your 
favourite old gadget for 
the competition! 

Members were given 
the new programme after 
paying their subscrip¬ 
tions. 

BM 
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‘Tractor Boys’ £1,695 cheque 
presentation to Tenovus 



ABOVE: The cheque presentation took place in the Farmer’s Arms in Aberthin with Mr David Rees 
handing the cheque over to Tenovus. (PHOTOGRAPH BY GLYN EVANS). 


Young mum tells 
pupils: ‘Tobias 
is still Tobias../ 


A CHARITY tractor run held in memory 
of a Vale woman, Ann Rees, raised 
£1,675 for the Tenovus charity. 

The event, organised by ‘The Tractor Boys of 
Aberthin’ attracted more than 30 entries from 
around the Vale and Bridgend, and even the English 
borders. 

The run wound its way through the Maesteg val¬ 
leys on October 31, covering more than 30 miles. 

The vintage tractors drew a lot of attention and 
dated back to the 1950s and 60s. 

A presentation evening took place at the 
Farmer’s Arms in Aberthin on January 21 and 
farmer Mr David Rees, Ann’s husband, presented 
the cheque to Tenovus along with his two grand¬ 
daughters. 

A spokesman for the tractor enthusiasts said: 
“Special thanks go to Martin Huish, Jeff Webb and 
Sally Hyde, who were instrumental in organising 
the event, and to all the businesses, individuals and 
participants who made it such a success.” 


ST HILARY W1 NEWS 

Stand-in speaker 
enthrals members 


THE first meeting 
of 2011 was held on 
January 11, when 
business was con¬ 
ducted and Molly 
Ranger was 
thanked for repre¬ 
senting St Hilary at 
the WI Real Jam 
Festival at Denham 
College in 
November. 

Everyone agreed that 
the Christmas dinner, 
held in the village hall, 
had been a great suc¬ 
cess. The committee 
was thanked for setting 
up and decorating the 
tables. 

Unfortunately, 
because of illness, the 
guest speaker was 
unable to attend. 

Luckily, one of the 
committee, Jo Williams, 
was persuaded to regale 
members with tales 
from her time as a 
mature student studying 
to be a music teacher at 
Trinity College, 

Tell us all 
about it! 

Send us your 
news and views 

to gemeditorial 
@tindlenews.co 
.uk 


Carmarthen. Jo kept 
members enthralled by 
her amusing and enter¬ 
taining anecdotes, 
which even included an 
eventful trip to Russia. 
A sequel is eagerly 
anticipated. 

The evening ended 
with a delicious supper 
provided by Betty 
Thomas and Sheila 
Davies. 

The next meeting 
will be held on 
February 8, when the 
guest speaker will be 
Valerie Scott, of 
Clarins, Lloyds 
Pharmacy. SD 


ADVICE 
I SURGERY 

THE Cowbridge ward 
members on the Vale 
of Glamorgan 
Council, Couns Geoff 
Cox, Val Ellis and 
Hunter Jarvie will be 
holding a surgery this 
Saturday, January 29, 
from 11am to 12.30pm 
in the Robing Room, 
at Cowbridge Town 
Hall. 

Access is via the 
west door of the town 
hall. 

Appointments are 
not necessary. 


IT was a day Fiona 
Lunnon had dread¬ 
ed, but fighting back 
the tears on a visit to 
Ysgol Gwaun y Nant 
in Barry, she 
explained to the 
pupils how her son 
Tobias had lost the 
use of his arms and 
legs in a road traffic 
collision 

Tobias, aged six, was 
paralysed from the neck 
down in the collision 
last August and remains 
in Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital in Cambridge. 

There was rapt atten¬ 
tion from the year-2 
children, Tobias’s for¬ 
mer classmates, as 
Fiona explained what 
had left her son requir¬ 
ing 24-hour a day care. 

“I know you have 
seen the pictures in The 
GEM of Tobias with a 
ventilator tube in his 
neck. 

“His neck got pushed 
round a lot and it got 
damaged at the top. 

“The nerves at the top 
of his neck were 
squeezed so much they 
don’t work. 

“It is very sad and he 
is being very brave.” 

The one question the 
children were quick to 
ask was: “How is Tobias 


A service of rededi¬ 
cation is to take 
place at the United 
Free Church in 
Cowbridge to mark 
the completion of 
work on the build¬ 
ing. 

The service will take 
place at 11.30am on 
Saturday, February 5. 

The church secretary 
Mrs Margaret Weavers 
told The GEM: “We 
thought it would be a 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


now?” 

Fiona said: 

“Although he has been 
like this for six months, 
he is still very feisty and 
says things like ‘don’t 
forget my ventilator 
tube’ and 7 want it the 
other way round’. 

“He is still very 
strong and clever, and 
likes his own way. 

“He is like the boss of 
the hospital and likes to 
tell the nurses what to 
do. 

“Every day he is 
hoisted up into his chair 
and put in a pushchair 
to keep his neck 
straight. 

“At the hospital 
school he did a test 
which showed he was 
two years cleverer than 
the age of six.” 

The headteacher, Mr 
Rhydian Lloyd, 

quipped: “ Of course he 
is, he went to Ysgol 
Gwaun Y Nant!” 

As she showed the 
pupils the latest pictures 
of Tobias on her cam¬ 
era, Fiona emphasised: 

“He has an amazing 
brain, character and 
intelligence - he is the 
same person as before, 
but has just lost his 


good thing to rededicate 
the building following 
the renovation. 

“We have had a new 
roof, windows, doors 
and other work complet¬ 
ed. 

“It is a listed building 
and there has been fund¬ 
ing from the Lottery to 
help with the costs.” 

Following the service, 
a buffet lunch will be 
held in Noah’s Place 
Church Centre. 


movment. ” 

Mr Lloyd said: “The 
children are so excited 
to see Fiona and hear 
how Tobias is doing. 
They also like to keep in 
touch with him on¬ 
line.” 

He told Fiona: 
“Make sure you ruffle 
his hair for me!” 

Fiona was on a short 
whistle-stop tour of 
Barry and west Wales to 
thank the people who 
have supported her fam¬ 
ily through such a diffi¬ 
cult time in their lives. 

Fiona told The GEM 
afterwards: “It was so 
emotional coming back 
to Ysgol Gwaun y Nant 
because it is a place of 
so much happiness, and 
I was able to meet the 
children who were so 
much a part of Tobias’s 
life. 

“I wanted to reassure 
them that despite the 
severe injuries, he is still 
the same vibrant, tena¬ 
cious, wonderful little 
boy. 

“I was glad to show 
them a picture of him 
smiling and being 
cheeky. I’ve reassured 
them that Tobias is still 
Tobias!” 

History 

lecture 

COWBRIDGE and 
District Local 
History Society’s 
next lecture will be 
on Friday, February 
4, at 7.30pm in the 
Lesser Hall of the 
Town Hall, 
Cowbridge. 

The fifth Don Wallis 
Memorial Lecture, 
‘Timber Castles in South 
Wales’, will be given by 
Charles Hill of Dyfed 
Arcaeological Trust. 

All are welcome! 


Local church’s 
‘rededication’ 


RIGHT: 
Roy Thomas, 
the executive 
chair of 
Kidney Wales, 
with Anna 
and her 
father Neil 



Brave Anna (11) is 
a ‘fantastic role 
modeP for charity 



ABOVE: 

Anna Moaksom with Roy J Thomas 
and that special cheque! 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


A COWBRIDGE 
girl has been hailed 
as a “fantastic role 
model” by a 
research charity 

Brave little Anna 
Moaksom and her fast¬ 
footed friends and fami¬ 
ly have raised more 
than £5,000 for Kidney 
Research in Wales. 

The 11-year-old 
Howell’s School pupil 
from Cowbridge 
donned her trainers for 
the Kidney Wales 2k 
Fun Run, which was 
part of the larger, 
Cardiff 10k, and then 
carried on raising funds 
to reach that impressive 
total. 

Anna’s mother 
Amanda, who owns 
Beauty Within Medi- 
Spa in Cowbridge, ral¬ 
lied support from fami¬ 
ly and friends, and they 
all held a variety of 
events. 

A family friend, 
Charles Williams, took 
part in the Swansea 
10k, and he raised an 
excellent £800. Various 
other events, such as 


charity dinners, were 
held, which all con¬ 
tributed to the £5,000. 

Amanda Moaksom 
said: “Anna was diag¬ 
nosed with kidney fail¬ 
ure at the age of four 
after suffering with 
periods of extremely 
high temperature. 

“She currently has 25 
per cent of her ladney 
function and will need a 
life-saving transplant 
within the next two 
years. My husband and 
I are hoping to be able 


to donate one of our 
kidneys to her. 

She added: “I can’t 
thank our friends and 
family enough for their 
fundraising. Being able 
to donate to Kidney 
Wales is important to 
us, as not only has 
Anna had to deal with 
kidney problems but 
my father, Marshall 
Nugent, received a kid¬ 
ney transplant 16 years 
ago. 

“Their commitment 
to renal research might 
mean that one day, peo¬ 
ple like my father and 
daughter won’t have to 
go through transplant 
operations or undergo 
dialysis treatment.” 

The chair of Kidney 
Wales trustees, Raj 
Aggarwal, who 
received the cheque on 
behalf of the charity 
said: “We are blessed 
with dedicated support¬ 
ers like Anna, Amanda, 
their family and friends, 
who are so committed 
to fundraising for 
Kidney Wales. 

“It’s amazing what a 
young lady’s determina¬ 
tion can achieve. She is 
a fantastic role model, 
having carried on 
regardless of the diffi¬ 
culties that she has 
faced. 

“She has raised a 
staggering amount of 
money which will go 
towards funding vital 
research into the same 
kidney condition that 
that she lives with 
daily.” 

The Moaksoms, their 
friends and family have 
pledged their continued 
support to Kidney 
Wales and hope to raise 
a further £5,000 during 
2011. 


Robbers came 
through roof! 



As was reported in The GEM, the petrol 
station on Stalling Down was hit last week 
when robbers broke in through the roof to 
steal a large quantity of cigarettes. 

The owner, Mr Patel, is pictured 
indicating where the thieves broke in. 

A reward is being offered for information 
leading to the return of the stolen goods. 
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STATE OF THE ART £4M MEDICAL 
CENTRE OPENS AT WATERFRONT 




ABOVE: Gwenda Thomas AM with Vale AM 
Jane Hutt and Nigel Coulter of Opco. 


THE new £4million 
West Quay Medical 
Centre at Barry 
Waterfront was 
officially opened on 
Wednesday, 
January 19. 

The state-of-the-art 
22,000 square foot, 
two-storey medical 
centre at Hood Road in 
the heart of Barry’s 
Innovation Quarter, 
was built by the spe¬ 
cialist south Wales con¬ 
struction company 
Opco. 

The ultra modern 
centre, which serves 
12,500 patients, pro¬ 
vides cutting-edge 
facilities for 10 GPs 
and five nurses, is 
equipped with three 
treatment rooms, a 
proposed pharmacy 
and administration 
space. The centre 
employs a total of 34 
people. 

It was officially 
opened by the Deputy 
Minister for Social 
Services, Gwenda 


Thomas, and replaces 
the three converted 
shops on High Street, 
previously used by the 
burgeoning medical 
practice. 

West Quay Medical 
Centre business man¬ 
ager, Colin Blackwell, 
commented: 

“We’re absolutely 
delighted that Gwenda 
Thomas was able to 
come along to officially 
open our fantastic new 
centre. 

“West Quay is 
already proving to be 
perfect, both for our 
existing and new 
patients, and also those 


many professionals of 
varied disciplines that 
we have working here 
at the centre.” 

The project was 
delivered by specialist 
medical centre devel¬ 
opers and investors 
Matrix Medical. 

Alistair Blacklaws, 
of Matrix Medical, said 
that they were “very 
encouraged” by the 
forward thinking 
nature and proactivity 
of the GPs, Cardiff and 
Vale University Health 
Boards (UHB), the Vale 
Council and the Welsh 
Assembly 
Government. 


ABOVE: The West Quay practice business manager, Colin Blackwell (left) with members of the project tearrL\ 


Dr Keith Holgate 
(right) and 
Nigel Coulter. 


Ysgol Gymraeg Sant Bamc news 


Winners weigh up 
their success in 
recycling campaign 



Re-cycling 

Christmas 

greetings! 

YSGOL Gymraeg Sant 
Baruc has had a very busy 
month collecting and re¬ 
cycling Christmas cards. 

Every class competed 
against each other to see 
who could collect the most 
cards. 

On Friday, January 14, 
every bag was weighed to 
find out who had collected 
the most. 

The winning class was 
Class 2 and their bag 
weighed 175kg, but congrat¬ 
ulations to every class for 
their workl 

Ailgylchu 

cardiau 

Nadolig 

BU Ysgol Gymraeg Sant 
Baruc yn brysur iawn y 
mis yma yn casglu ac ail¬ 
gylchu cardiau Nadolig. 

Cystadlodd pob dosbarth 
yn erbyn ei gilydd i weld pwy 
fyddai’n medru casglu'r 
mwyafo gardiau. Ar ddydd 
Gwener y Meg o lonawr 
pwyswyd pob bag i ddargan- 
fod pwy oedd wedi casglu 'r 
mwyaf. 

Y dosbarth buddugol oedd 
Dosbarth 2 ac roedd ei bag 
yn pwy so 175kg ond llongy- 
farchiadau i bob dosbarth am 
ei gwaith! 


Health and safety now 
on the curriculum for 
local college students! 



BARRY College 
held a special 
‘Health Week’ 
recently, when local 
organisations gath¬ 
ered at the college’s 
Colcot Road site for 
a health fayre. 

Members of the 
RNID’s Noise Squad 
attended as part of its 
'Don’t Lose the Music’ 
awareness-raising cam¬ 
paign. 

As part of the cam¬ 
paign, students were 
asked to plug their MP3 
players into a specially- 
designed head that 
measures sound pres¬ 
sure, lighting up green, 
red or amber according 
to the danger level of the 
volume. 

Also present were the 
college childcare team 
and food co-op with 
healthy eating advice, 
learning zone, sport and 
fitness department giv¬ 
ing health checks, the c- 
card scheme, and health 
and safety, offering 
advice on how to avoid 
slips and trips with an 
guest stilt-walker. 

The students from 
hair and beauty offered 
free hand and upper 
back massage and the 


Terrence Higgins Trust, 
Fire Service and South 
Wales Police also attend¬ 
ed. 

Holistic therapy stu¬ 
dent Chris Batey said: 
"It’s been really good 
and really informative. 
I’ve picked up plenty of 
healthy living tips and 


taken on a lot of advice.” 

Plumbing learner 
Raj deep Singh added: 
"It’s given me lots of 
information I can use at 
home and at college. 

“The bike has been 
my favourite - watching 
my tutor struggle on it.” 


DANCE MAT TASTERS 

FREE ‘dance mat’ taster sessions for children are 
being held at Barry Leisure Centre this Saturday, 
January 29. 

Youngsters aged six upwards will be invited to 
try out the new interactive dance mats for free 
half-hour sessions at either 12pm-12.30pm or 
12.30pm-lpm, with children aged 10 or more at 
lpm-1.30pm and 1.30pm-2pm. Advance booking 
is recommended to secure a child’s place. 
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Head pulls 
out of ‘Yes 
Campaign’ 


THE headteacher of 
Barry Island 

Primary School will 
take no further part 
in the ‘Yes 
Campaign’, which 
seeks greater law¬ 
making powers for 
Wales, after a UKIP 
candidate com¬ 
plained of children 
being used as 
‘props’ at a political 
event. 

Two weeks ago, Kevin 
Mahoney, who stood for 
UKIP in last year’s gen¬ 
eral election, said he had 
been amazed to see chil¬ 
dren from the Island’s 
primary school sitting 
beside computers with a 
big ‘Yes’ displayed on 
them at a HUB event 
prior to Christmas. 

Roger Lewis, the 
WRU chief executive, 
was being announced as 
chairman of the ‘Yes’ 
campaign, and a cam¬ 
paign website was 
launched. The event was 
shown on TV. 

Mr Mahoney said 
Janet Hayward, the head¬ 
teacher, and Lee Waters, 
the chairman of gover¬ 
nors, a member of the 
‘Yes for Wales’ steering 
committee, should not 
have allowed youngsters 
to attend the event. 

An internal investiga¬ 
tion has been carried out 
by Mr David Vining, the 
vice-chairman of the 
governors, who informed 
Mr Mahoney of his find¬ 
ings. 

The investigation said 
that the four pupils had 
attended the launch of 
the ‘Yes’ campaign web¬ 
site because the school 
had been named UK ICT 
‘school of the year’. 

Mr Vining said that: 
“Before attending the 
event, parental consent 
was obtained for all of 
the children.” 

He went on to say that 
the school had informed 
the director of education 
that it would be taking 
part in the event and no 
objections were received 
from the LEA or parents 
of the children. 

Mr Vining pointed out 
that Lee Waters had met 
with the children prior to 
the event “to explore the 
arguments both for and 
against to ensure the chil¬ 
dren understood the con¬ 
text of the event and the 
purpose of the website”. 

With regard to Janet 
Hayward, Mr Vining, 


comments: “As to the 
involvement of the head¬ 
teacher, she had person¬ 
ally offered her support 
to the ‘Yes’ campaign as 
she believes in the princi¬ 
ple of devolution. 

“She did not believe it 
had political implica¬ 
tions, as it was endorsed 
by all the political parties 
that comprise the Welsh 
Assembly Government. 

“On reflection and 
looking at it in a broader 
political context, the 
headteacher accepts that 
school involvement in 
this event could have 
been misconstrued. 

“She has no personal 
political aspirations and 
regrets that this has now 
become a political issue 
and she will have no fur¬ 
ther involvement in the 
campaign. Her involve¬ 
ment amounted to about 
90 minutes of school 
time, which she has since 
made up.” 

Mr Mahoney said he 
believed that what had 
happened contravened 
the Education Act of 
1996, which forbids “the 
promotion of partisan 
political views in the 
teaching of any subject to 
any pupil” under the age 
of 12. 

Mr Mahoney said he 
could not understand 
why Lee Waters had met 
with the children: “Since 
when have school gover¬ 
nors been taking classes? 

“The suggestion that 
the leading light on the 
‘Yes’ campaign’s steer¬ 
ing committee is present¬ 
ing a fair and balanced 
view of both sides of this 
issue is almost too laugh¬ 
able to comment on.” 

Mr Mahoney said he 
had been granted a meet¬ 
ing with the chief execu¬ 
tive of the Vale Council 
and the director of educa¬ 
tion, adding he would be 
lodging a complaint with 
the Local Authority 
ombudsman. 

A Vale Council 
spokeswoman stated: 
“This is a matter for the 
school’s governing body. 
In accordance with 
Welsh Assembly 

Government procedure, 
the complaint has been 
answered within the 
school complaint proce¬ 
dures. 

“If the complainant 
remains concerned about 
any aspect of the 
response, the matter will 
be referred to the govern¬ 
ing body’s complaints 
committee.” 

TIM CHAPMAN 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna dvm, mrcvs 
Mrs Sonia Susanna dvm, mrcvs 

Special Offer: 

Your kitten 
or puppy 

vaccinated, 
flead, wormed and 
identichipped all for only £51.60 




North Road, 
Cowbridge 
01446 774016 


Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major 
01446 794972 


Vale’s ‘Thriller Queen’ set to 
entertain for years to come 


IN 12 short months, a novelist from the 
Vale has been hailed as one of the world’s 
leading crime writers. 

A year ago, Belinda Bauer’s first novel, 
Blacklands, was greeted with acclaim - and two 
weeks ago, a second, Darkside, was received with 
similar excitement. 

The Sunday Times enthused: “She’s a thriller 
queen”, adding that she is “the woman most likely 
to lead the fight back against the Scandinavian 
crime-wave”. 

Although she is writing in the crime genre, 
Belinda told The GEM that her debut novel was 
inspired more by the thought of how an ordinary 
family copes with an extraordinary crime, than the 
crime itself. 

“I saw a television interview with the mother of 
Keith Bennett, the victim of the moors murders, 
who wanted Ian Brady to tell her where her son’s 
body was buried. 

“I began to wonder 
what it would be like to 
be a member of her fami¬ 
ly and how it had affect¬ 
ed them.” 

Blacklands told the 
story of 12-year-old 
Steven Lamb who 
believes his uncle was a 
victim of the child mur¬ 
derer Arnold Avery 18 
years earlier. He thinks 
that if his uncle’s body 
can be located on its pre¬ 
sumed resting place, 

Exmoor, it might heal his 
family’s damaged rela- 
tionsMps, so he starts 
communicating in code 
with the jailed killer. 

Critics praised the 
evocation of childhood 
fears and the atmospheric 
scenes of Exmoor, but 
Belinda explained that 
neither had posed her a 
problem. 

“I have a very clear 
memory of my own life 
at the age of 12 which I 
loved, so it was easy to 
revisit it for the character 
of Steven. 

“I was able to write 
about Exmoor from 
memory because I knew 
the area from many years 
before - my mother still 
lives not far away, so I 
have been back there 
since.” 

Belinda added that 
while people had been 
gripped by the character 
of the serial killer Arnold 
Avery, a man who glories 
in his superiority over 
other people, some read¬ 
ers had been disturbed by 
him. 

The tale of innocence 
in a psychological war 
with unrepentant evil 
won the Crime Writers’ 

Association Gold Dagger 
Award for 2010 and was 
translated into more than 
20 languages worldwide. 

Eans of the book will 
be delighted to hear that 
it looks likely to be made 
into a film. 

Now Belinda, a former 
Cardiff journalist and 
screen-writer, has 
released her second 
novel, which has connec¬ 
tions to the first, but a 
new cast of characters. 

Belinda explained: 

""Darkside is set in the 
same village as 
Blacklands but four years 
later. It is a completely 
new, stand alone story. 

“Jonas Holly is a vil¬ 
lage policeman living in 
a tight knit community, 
but a man who has a lot 
on his plate. 

“He has to care for his 
sick wife Lucy who has 
MS, and then he has to 
deal with a local murder. 

“A detective from 


Taunton, DCI Marvel, becomes Holly’s nemesis, 
blaming him for not catching the killer, and takes 
over the investigation.” 

The pressure then mounts on Holly as the killer 
begins to taunt him and the body count mounts. 

At times during Darkside, Belinda suffered from 
writer’s block, but compensated for that by putting 
in marathon 15-hour days when the words began to 
flow. 

""Darkside is a more complex plot and took for¬ 
ever to work out - so I hope that is the case for the 
readers too!” 

Belinda’s third book is almost complete and a 
fourth is already brewing in her fertile mind, so her 
growing army of loyal readers is set to be enter¬ 
tained for years to come. 

Darkside was published in hardback on January 
6 and has already gone into a second print run. 

TIM CHAPMAN 



ABOVE 
Belinda Bauer. 


ABOVE: Darkside 
was released on 
January 6. 
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LOCAL DOG 
BREEDER 
JOINS AN 
ASSEMBLY 
PROTEST 

RIGHT: The protesters outside The Senedd. 

(Photograph by Amelia Kinsey 
of Sturtmoor Photography). 



A BRIDGEND-BASED 
dog breeder has joined a 
protest group that is lobby¬ 
ing the Assembly over new 
legislation designed to reg¬ 
ulate puppy farms. 

The group claims that the new 
rules will catch not just commer¬ 


cial businesses but also “hobby 
breeders ” - dog lovers who 
breed their own dogs to show 
them in competition, and more 
than 800 have already signed a 
petition. 

Diane Bains, who runs ‘Purr- 
Fection ’ was a commercial dog 
breeder herself, and she feels 


that the legislation is badly 
drafted. 

She told The GEM: “Anyone 
who has three or more breeding 
bitches, will have to apply for a 
licence, and that definition will 
catch many hobby breeders who 
are not running a puppy farm. 

“What is more, the Assembly 


definition of a breeding bitch is 
any such dog over six months old 
- while the Kennel Club defini¬ 
tion is between one year and 
eight years old. ” 

A spokesman for the cam¬ 
paign, Colin Richardson, also 
from Bridgend, said that policing 
the new licence would be beyond 


the existing enforcement officers. 

He said: “The legislation is 
flawed and will vastly increase 
their workload. 

“We agree that commercial 
puppy farms need to be regulat¬ 
ed, but this will make it harder 
for inspectors to focus on the 
ones that may be breaking the 


rules. ” 

The GEM asked if the cost 
of licences was a factor in the 
protest, and Mr Richardson 
said it was not. 

He estimated the likely cost 
was in the region of £500 


AFTER 900 JOBS ARE PHASED OUT IN THE VALE... 


‘Different product’ is the Bosch defence 
as it plans new plant near Worcester 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


THE Vale’s Assembly 
Member is to contact 
Bosch to ask it about 
its “decision-making 
process” after it 
emerged it may get 
cash support to create 
1,000 jobs near 
Worcester. 

The irony for workers 
in south Wales is that the 
multi-national is switch¬ 
ing its alternator produc¬ 
tion from its Vale plant 
to Hungary in a bid to 
save costs, which has 
meant the phased loss of 
900 jobs. 


Now, a Local 
Enterprise Partnership in 
Worcester is applying to 
the UK government for 
£46 million to help in a 
Bosch initiative and five 
other projects. 

Jane Hutt AM said 
the latest turn of events 
would dismay the com¬ 
pany’s local employees. 

“This news will come 
as a real body blow to 
those workers who have 
lost their jobs in the 
south Wales plant. 

“The Assembly's 
ReAct scheme has 


helped many people 
affected by the closure 
to find new work, but 
there are still many peo¬ 
ple who don't have jobs 
to go to, and there will 
be a big impact on the 
local economy. These 
are high-skilled jobs we 
are losing that are very 
difficult to replace. 

“I recognise that 
Bosch is a multi-nation¬ 
al firm operating in 
many different sectors, 
but someone at the top 
must be looking at the 
bigger picture. 


“Cutting jobs in one 
part of the country and 
selling off a valuable 
site, only to be applying 
for a Government grant 
to set up a new site, in a 
more prosperous area, 
just seems totally 
wrong. 

“I will be contacting 
the company to ask 
about their decision¬ 
making process.” 

A former Bosch 
employee, Colin Tucker, 
who lost his job last 


April, said it was disap¬ 
pointing to hear about 
the development near 
Worcester “which is not 
that far away”. 

He said: “Why could¬ 
n’t they bring the work 
to south Wales where 
there already is a work¬ 
force and hand over 
from one product to 
another. 

“It is the same line 
that we heard before - 
the products were differ¬ 
ent and there was noth¬ 
ing available for us.” 

Since leaving Bosch, 
Mr Tucker has been 
helped by ReAct fund¬ 
ing which enabled him 
to retrain as a forklift 
truck driver and stay in 
employment. 


PACT meetings 
DYFAN PACT, Barry 
Comprehensive School, 
Port Road, Barry, 
January 31 at 6pm. 
CASTLELAND PACT, 
Civic Offices, Holton 
Road, Barry, January 
31 at 7pm. 

BARUC PACT, Barry 
Island Community 
Centre, Friars Road, 
Barry Island, January 
31 at 7.15pm. 

ILLTYD PACT, Mount 
Sorrel Hotel, Porthkerry 
Road, Barry, February 
1 at 7pm. 

BUTTRILLS PACT, 
Philip John Community 
Room, Barry Library, 
February 14 at 6.30pm. 
ST BRIDES MAJOR 
PACT, St Brides Church 
Hall, February 7, 6pm. 
St Nicholas and 
Bonvilston Community 
Council meeting, St 
Nicholas Church Hall, 
February 7 at 7.30pm. 
SULLY SURGERY, 
South Road, outside the 
Onestop shop, January 
27 between 2pm and 
4pm. 

ST AUGUSTINE’S 
PACT, February 3 in 
the back room of the 
Windsor Public House 
at 7pm. 

DINAS POWYS PACT, 
February 7 in the Old 
Library on Britway 
Road, at 7pm. 
CORNERSWELL 
PACT, February 10, 
Penarth Leisure Centre 
at 7pm. 


He said: “I have had 
to take a big cut in 
wages, but I think a lot 
of people may have to 
because of the financial 
crisis we are in.” 

Tory regional AM 
Andrew RT Davies 
Andrew said: “I am per¬ 
sonally very disappoint¬ 
ed, following the appar¬ 
ent decision to invest in 
a major new develop¬ 
ment in England, that 
the Bosch site at Miskin 
was not considered 
viable for reconfigura¬ 
tion to house the new 
development.” 

A Bosch spokes¬ 
woman told The GEM 
that the plant in the Vale 
and the one in Worcester 
“operate within very dif¬ 
ferent market sectors ”. 


She said: “Worcester, 
Bosch Group is a market 
leader in the develop¬ 
ment and manufacture of 
commercial and domes¬ 
tic heating products, 
while the Cardiff plant 
produces alternators for 
automotive market. 

“The Cardiff closure 
is planned for mid 2011 
and any new business 
opportunities for the site 
were carefully consid¬ 
ered during the evalua¬ 
tion phase. 

“An ‘outline plan¬ 
ning ’ application has 
been made by Bosch 
Thermotechnology - 
trading as Worcester, 
Bosch Group - with the 
support of Worcester 
LEP to relocate its cur¬ 
rent location to a site 


near to the M5 motor¬ 
way at Worcester. 

“Wychavon District 
Council has approved 
the outline planning 
application for the 
potential new site. 

“Final approvals 
have not been made and 
so timescales have not 
been set, but it is unlike¬ 
ly that the new site will 
be completed until at 
least 2015. 

“As a local company 
based in Worcester for 
almost 50 years, and 
with a dedicated and 
skilled work force, 
Bosch 
Thermotechnology 
remains committed to 
the long-term develop¬ 
ment of the company 
within Worcester. ” 
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Cost of ambulance 
delays in the Vale 
^absolute madness’ 

- SAYS LOCAL COUNCILLOR 


QUESTIONS 
about ambulance 
response times in 
the Vale are to be 
asked by a local 
councillor, in the 
wake of reports 
about emergency 
ambulances being 
tied up outside hos¬ 
pitals for hours on 
end. 

Information obtained 
by South Wales Central 
AM Andrew RT Davies 
has shocked Llantwit 
borough councillor 
Gwyn John. 

Mr Davies was told 
that 15,000 hours of 
emergency ambulances 
cover has been lost over 
two years in the South 
Wales Central region, 
which includes the Vale, 
because of ambulances 
waiting outside hospitals 
to discharge patients. 

Almost 10,000 hours 
were lost outside the 
Heath, 1,396 hours out¬ 
side Llandough Hospital 
and 5,456 outside the 
Royal Glamorgan 
Hospital in Llantrisant 
which serves the north¬ 
ern areas of the Vale. 

The monetary cost of 
these delays has been 
calculated at £1.2m as 
each unit hour of ambu¬ 
lance time is valued at 
£76. 

Coun John said that 
the situation was 
“absolute madness.” 


He has organised a 
series of public meetings 
in Llantwit about ambu¬ 
lances response times 
and has also been in 
touch with ambulance 
chiefs about the situa¬ 
tion. 

Coun John comment¬ 
ed: “When I had my last 
meeting in July with 
Gordon Roberts of the 
Wales Ambulance 
Board, he said that the 
situation was improving 
at the Heath with han¬ 
dover times, although 
there was still a problem 
at the Princess of Wales 
in Bridgend.” 

He stated that with the 
release of the latest fig¬ 
ures, he would be e- 
mailing Mr Roberts to 
ask about the current 
position: “I want to 
know what the waiting 
times are now outside 
our hospitals and also 
what the response times 
are in the Vale to 
Category A emergency 
calls which should be 
answered in eight min¬ 
utes.” 

Coun John would also 
ask what was happening 
to the ambulance station 
in Llantwit: “I was told 
that negotiations have 
been going on with the 
fire service about mov¬ 
ing ambulances to their 
site, but I have no idea if 
it has been agreed.” 

At the moment, two 
ambulances are parked 
in Llantwit Major 


overnight, but these are 
used for conveying 
patients to outpatient 
appointments. No front 
line ambulance is based 
in the town. 

Coun John, accompa¬ 
nied by fellow Llantwit 
councillors and Coun 
Marion Arnold from 
Cowbridge, recently vis¬ 
ited Ambulance HQ in 
Cwmbran and watched 
how ambulances are dis¬ 
patched. 

“It gave us a better 
insight into the way that 
decisions are made 
about which calls need 
to be answered immedi¬ 
ately, which can be left 
and which ambulances 
are available to send. All 
the ambulances have 
satellite tracking thanks 
to a £lm grant from the 
Welsh Assembly 

Government.” 

Coun John added that 
there had been a drop in 
the number of com¬ 
plaints he had received 
over the past six months 
and he hoped that this 
meant that ambulance 
responses were satisfac¬ 
tory. 


“I would urge anyone 
who experiences a prob¬ 
lem to contact me as I 
have a direct link with 
the ambulance service 
and can get their com¬ 
plaint investigated.” 

Regional AM Andrew 
Davies said that he had 
found the figures “huge¬ 
ly shocking.” 

It was a big concern 
that ambulances were 
being tied up outside 
hospitals waiting to dis¬ 
charge patients. 

He added: “The issue 
has been compounded 
by the loss of hospital 
beds across Wales which 
has led to this “bottle¬ 
neck” situation. 

“There are guidelines 
which state that the wait¬ 
ing time to hand over a 
patients at A and E must 
be no longer than 20 
minutes, but this is 
clearly not the case at 
present and action needs 
to be taken by both the 
health boards and WAG 
to alleviate pressure on 
staff and improve out¬ 
comes.” 

Report by 

JAYNE ISAAC 


News from 2nd Llantwit 
Major Boy’s Brigade 


Teams shine in 
competitions 


A TEAM of four 
boys took part in 
the second round of 
the BB National 
Masterteam compe¬ 
tition at West 
Bromwich and 
came second. 

Well done to Sean 
Chapman, Sam Bickford, 
DJ Jones and Alex 
Harris! The competition 
consisted of ten rounds, 
each of ten questions, 
including Gideon, Flags 
of African Countries, 
and General Sport. They 
now go through to the 
next round which takes 
place in February. 

A team of three boys 
recently took on the 7th 
Northampton Boys’ 
Brigade Company in the 
BB National Chess com¬ 
petition and won - con¬ 
gratulations to Sean 
Chapman, Alex Harris 
and Elliot Gordon. 

The team will be at 
home in the next round 
to either Cheam or 
Bracknell. Good luck 
lads! 

As with the 
Masterteam 
Competition, the 


Llantwit Major boys are 
the only Welsh team to 
enter these national com¬ 
petitions. 

We would also like to 
let all our friends and 
supporters know that our 
annual jumble sale will 
take place at Llantwit 
Major Town Hall this 
Saturday, January 29, at 
2pm. 

If anyone would like 
more information or can 
offer help on the day or 
with donations, call 
Andy Wellsbury on 
01446 796374. 

DC 


Wales call-ups for 
Gus and James 


TWO Cowbridge 
RFC under-16 play¬ 
ers received the ulti¬ 
mate accolade when 
they were called up 
to join the Wales 
under-16s squad. 

It came as no surprise 
to all those who have 
followed the careers to 
date of loose-head prop 
Gus MacPherson and 
second row James 
Sheekey; in fact the only 
surprise to the parents 
and coaches at their 
club was that they were 
not joined by some of 
their team mates! 

Club captain Gus 
switched from blindside 
flanker to prop at the 
start of this current sea¬ 
son, and has been a rev¬ 
elation in the front row. 

This latest recognition 
follows a long list of 
honours starting with his 
Wales (East) under-lls 
call-up (a year early), 
and then playing repre¬ 
sentative rugby every 
season after that, often 


playing a year up. 

Joining Gus is James 
Sheekey. 

Although a keen 
rugby player, James ’ 
sporting talents extend 
to soccer, where he has 
had trials with Cardijf 
City and Swansea City, 
and kick-boxing, where 
he was Welsh junior 
champion. 

Since gaining district 
recognition at under-14s 
level, James has 
impressed all who have 
observed his meteoric 
rise. 

The pair are the only 
two players from the 
Blues (South) under-16s 
to achieve national 
recognition, and are a 
good example to other 
young players how hard 
work and training, com¬ 
bined admittedly with a 
large dose of natural tal¬ 
ent, can reap rewards. 

The good news for 
Welsh rugby is that the 
pair are still growing! 

TG 


Mayor’s 
concert 
is this 
Saturday 

THE Mayor of 
Cowbridge with 
Llantblethian, Coun 
Len Taylor, has 
appealed to people in 
the town not to miss 
the concert featuring 
the local male voice 
choir and the 
schooVs jazz band. 

The concert is being 
held this Saturday, 
January 29; doors open 
at 6.30pm for a 7pm 
start. 

Coun Taylor empha¬ 
sised the event was a 
great opportunity to 
hear Cowbridge Male 
Voice Choir in the new 
school hall 

The evening will also 
be a chance for local 
people to listen to the 
musical talents of pupils 
in the Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
Jazz Band. 

Coun Taylor said: 
“All the proceeds from 
the evening will go 
towards the purchase of 
specialist books for the 
school’s library. 

“There will be a bar, 
raffle, and there is 
ample parking on site.” 

Tickets for the con¬ 
cert are £7.50 and are 
available from David 
Barnes (dry cleaners), 
Sorrento (soft furnish¬ 
ings), the town clerk in 
Cowbridge and from the 
community shop in 
Pontyclun; or by phone 
from the Mayor, Coun 
Taylor, on 01446 
775627. 

Tickets will also be 
available on the night. 


Art show 

LOCAL artist and 
Watercolour Society 
of Wales member 
Peter Cronin will be 
exhibiting at the Old 
Hall, Cowbridge, from 
February 1-15 

(excluding Sundays). 

He prefers to paint 
outdoors and the recent 
cold snap did not deter 
him! 

The exhibition con¬ 
tains a number of the 
snow scenes painted dur¬ 
ing the last two months. 

He has conducted 
evening and day classes 
at the Old Hall, and 
works mainly in water¬ 
colour. 

The exhibition also 
features recently com¬ 
pleted oil paintings. 


Green placements for unemployed 



JOBLESS people in the Vale are learning 
carpentry skills while helping to protect 
the environment. 

The Vale Council’s lifelong learning employment 
training service (LLETS) is offering work place¬ 
ments to long-term unemployed at Barry’s Holm 
View Centre. 

Five local people who had been unemployed for 
between six and 10 months have now been recruited, 
and are helping to turn waste wood and donated tim¬ 
ber into usable garden products, such as planters and 
nest boxes, while picking up valuable carpentry 
skills, a spokeswoman explained. 


LEFT: Examples of garden products for sale 
at the workshop, all made from waste and 
donated wood. 


Borrowers buck 
trend in libraries 
around the Vale 


LIBRARIES in the 
Vale appear to be 
going against the 
expected trend by 
attracting more vis¬ 
itors in recent 
years. 

The figures were 
revealed in a recent 
report to the cabinet of 
the Vale Council, and 
they show that in eight 
years, visitor numbers 
have increased from 
422,471 (in 2001/02) to 
782,731 (2009/10). 

Leading the way is 
Barry Library, where the 
numbers have 

doubled,and it is now the 
third-busiest in Wales, 
after Cardiff and 
Swansea. 

Other libraries are 
also on the up. Penarth, 
for instance, has gone up 
by 47 per cent, and 
155,000 people visited in 
2009/10. 

The report says: 
“Another key indicator 
of library use is the num¬ 
ber of books and other 
items issued to cus¬ 
tomers. 

“This has also risen, 
although not as dramati¬ 
cally as the visitor num¬ 
bers. The number of 
items issued rose from 

582.500 in 2002-3 to 

726.500 in 2008-9, rep¬ 
resenting a 25 per cent 
increase.” 

The report adds that 
there are 62,625 regis¬ 
tered library members, 
with 14,150 of these 
aged under 16 years. 

This means that just 
over 50 per cent of the 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


residents of the Vale are 
library members, includ¬ 
ing 58 per cent of chil¬ 
dren aged under 16. A 
key aim of the service 
over the next few years is 
to increase the propor¬ 
tion of children aged 
under 16 who are library 
members. 

The report says that 
this progress has helped 
the Vale move up the 
league table of Welsh 
local authorities. 

It notes that in the first 
year of the Welsh Public 
Library Standards (2002- 
3), the Library and 
Information Service in 
the Vale was achieving 
six of the 23 Standards 
that comprised the ‘First 
Framework’, and it was 
among the poorest per¬ 
forming services in 
Wales. 

Three years later, in 
2004-5, the service was 
achieving 16 of those 
standards and was identi¬ 
fied by the Welsh 


Assembly Government 
as one of the higher 
achievers in terms of the 
library standards over 
that period. 

The report goes on to 
say that the Vale’s per¬ 
formance continued to 
improve over the three- 
year period of the 
‘Second Framework’, 
with five standards out 
of a possible 17 achieved 
in 2005/6, to 12 stan¬ 
dards achieved in 2007- 
8 . 

The report says that 
this compared to an aver¬ 
age of nine achieved 
across Wales in 2007-8. 

Now, in the current 
‘Third Framework’ of 
standards, the library 
service has hit eight of 
the 14 standards in the 
first year (2008-9), and 
this increased to 10 of 
the 14 standards in 2009 
-10. 

By comparison, the 
average number of 
Standards achieved 
across Wales in 2009-10 
was nine, the highest 
being 13 and the lowest 


WALKING HAZARDS 

I WOULD like to ask what provision has 
been made for pedestrians to visit the soon 
to be opened health clinic at Cowbridge, 
via the footpath across the Bear field? 

With regards to the North Road, I use this road 
as a pedestrian regularly; however, only this week 
I was actually hit by the wing mirror of a moving 
vehicle. 

The driver stopped and apologised... however! 
David Davies, 

Cowbridge 
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Pupil ‘concussed’ 
after road accident 


Cowbridge Town Council News 

by PHILIP IRWIN 


COWBRIDGE 
Comprehensive 
School is reminding 
pupils to take care 
crossing roads - 
after a boy was con¬ 
cussed in an acci¬ 
dent earlier this 
month. 

Margaret Evans, the 

Thieves 

target 

school 

COWBRIDGE 
Comprehensive 
School recently fell 
victim to the grow¬ 
ing threat of thieves 
stealing metal for 
scrap value - in this 
case lead from the 
roof. 

The theft caused a 
leak in one of the exist¬ 
ing buildings (block E). 

Jane Wade, the oper¬ 
ational manager for 
property at the Vale 
Council, said: “Lead 
flashing was stolen 
during the Christmas 
holidays, and CCTV 
images are being 
reviewed.” 

She added that the 
school also suffered a 
breakdown in a boiler, 
also in block E, which 
was due to the failure 
of a part which has 
now been replaced. 


headteacher, said: “An 
accident occurred at 
approximately 3.25pm 
on January 4 (Tuesday). 

“The pupil concerned 
had left school at the end 
of the school day and 
was walking to meet his 
grandparents, who had 
parked near the A48 fly¬ 
over on Aberthin Road. 

“He crossed the road 
to join his grandparents 
but stepped out in front 
of an approaching car 
and was knocked to the 
ground. 

“A member of staff 
who was on her way 
home was immediately 
at the scene and attended 

FORTY-TWO members 
of the St Brides Major 
branch of the Mothers’ 
Union met at the 
church hall for a cele¬ 
bration supper on 
January 20, marking its 
120th year. 

OGMORE retired resi¬ 
dents met at the 
Watermill, Ogmore vil¬ 
lage, for the first meet¬ 
ing after the Christmas 
recess and were enter¬ 
tained with a film show 
by Eric. 

IT has been noted that 
the private skip on pri¬ 
vate ground at Penylan 
Road, St Brides Major, 
is being used by the 
public for dumping vari¬ 
ous items, including 
blue poop-scoop bags. 
This skip is not for pub¬ 
lic use. 


to the boy, who was 
fully conscious. 

“Hospital treatment 
wasn’t required.” 

She continued: “We 
were advised by the 
boy’s parents the follow¬ 
ing day that he was suf¬ 
fering from slight con¬ 
cussion and would be off 
school for a few days. 

“He was in school the 
following Monday and 
has attended every day 
since. 

“We regularly remind 
pupils of the need to 
take care when crossing 
the road and have rein¬ 
forced this message 
again this term.” 


AT the council meeting, 
Mr Nev White (club 
treasurer) ofPenybont 
Lifeguards, gave an 
update on the club’s 
plans for a new life¬ 
guard headquarters in 
Ogmore-by-Sea. 

The club are seeking 
a Lottery grant and 
hope that the facility 
will be used by commu¬ 
nity groups. The club 
also hope to re-instate 
the slipway to the 
beach. 

IT was reported that the 
application to build 


NEWSLETTER 
Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian Town 
Council has decid¬ 
ed to produce a reg¬ 
ular electronic 
newsletter. 

The decision was 
confirmed at this week’s 
council meeting on 
Tuesday evening, and 
Coun John Wilks will be 
responsible for putting it 
together. 

Coun Wilks said: “It 
will soon be possible to 
go on the council’s web¬ 
site and click to make 
sure that you receive a 
copy. 

“Until then, if anyone 


houses at the school 
camp, Ogmore-by-Sea 
will be considered by 
the Vale Council plan¬ 
ning committee at a 
meeting on Eebruary 3. 

Concern was 
expressed at how this 
planning application 
has been dealt with so 
far. 

It was resolved that 
the Community council 
write to the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
asking that the applica¬ 
tion be called in. 


wants to call in to the 
council offices and leave 
their e-mail address, we 
will then make sure that 
they are added to the list 
to receive it.” 

CRIME-FREE 
COWBRIDGE 
THE council were 
briefed by Insp 
Mark Taylor about 
the levels of crime 
in December, and 
he said that the cold 
weather had kept 
the town crime- 
free. 

Only four crimes 
were reported during the 
month: One burglary 
from a garden shed; one 
motor vehicle theft; one 
criminal damage to a 
vehicle; and one other 
theft. 

He added that there 
were also four instances 
of anti-social behaviour, 
which fell short of being 
criminal. 

He told the council 
that the cold weather had 
stopped people going 
out and drinking, saying: 
“It shows that many 
crimes are alcohol- 
fuelled.” 

He added that the tra¬ 
ditional ‘Black Friday’ 
which this year fell on 
December 17, had been 
exceptionally quiet, 
because it coincided 
with the heaviest snow¬ 
fall. 

ICY TWT PARK 

COUN John Wilks 


raised the condition 
of the pathways 
through Twt Park 
during the 

December freeze, 
and suggested that 
the council look at 
ways of keeping 
them safe. 

He said; “The paths 
were soon extremely 
treacherous and leaving 
them in that condition 
does not reflect well on 
the council.” 

Coun Marian Arnold 
agreed, saying that it 
was almost impossible 
to walk there, and that 
the surface was like a 
skating rink. 

She asked if the coun¬ 
cil could give some 
thought to putting grit¬ 
ting bins there. 

She added: “I would 
like to congratulate 
Coun Wilks and his son 
for their efforts, as I saw 
them working hard at 
clearing the path.” 

TOWN HALL 
ROOF 

AN instant decision 
had to be made in 
this week’s council 
meeting after water 
got into the town 
hall through the 
roof. 

The matter was raised 
by Coun Dave Morris, 
the chairman of the town 
hall committee. 

He said: “The leak 
came about through a set 
of unusual circum¬ 


stances - a combination 
of heavy rain and a pre¬ 
vailing wind from one 
particular direction.” 

He said that, in theo¬ 
ry, it could only happen 
again if those weather 
conditions were repeat¬ 
ed. However, his com¬ 
mittee felt the work 
should be done, and he 
had received a quote of 
£3,460. 

He added that hirers 
of the town hall had not 
been affected, as the 
water only came into a 
side room. 

Coun Jon Harris said 
that the repairs should be 
done, because it would 
only get worse, and he 
was seconded by Coun 
Marian Arnold. 

The motion was 
passed unanimously. 

CATTLE 
MARKET 
THE town council 
has decided to show 
its support for the 
retention of the cat¬ 
tle market by writ¬ 
ing to the Vale 
Council. 

The GEM has recent¬ 
ly reported that the 
Cowbridge Chamber of 
Trade is supporting 
Glamorgan Marts, who 
operate the cattle mar¬ 
ket, and want to contin¬ 
ue trading, at the very 
least until firm plans are 
in place for the site. 

The Vale Council 
owns the lease, which 
runs out in March. It has 


declined to comment on 
what plans it has. 

The town council 
noted that the market has 
been busier since 
Newport market closed, 
and the council will join 
the chamber of trade in 
emphasising that it is a 
central part of the town’s 
history, cementing 
Cowbridge’s place as 
the heart of the rural 
Vale. 

The decision was 
unanimous, although 
Coun Geoff Cox took no 
part in the discussion 
and did not vote, as he is 
a member of the Vale 
Council cabinet, which 
will decide on the mar¬ 
ket’s future. 

His wife, Coun Sue 
Cox, also took no part in 
the discussion. 

.„And finally 
VARIOUS items can 
be introduced at a 
council meeting under 
the heading of ‘any 
other business’, but 
Coun John Wilks 
came up with a differ¬ 
ent one this week. 

He reported: “I have 
seen the current issue of 
the magazine ‘Trout and 
Salmon’ and the editor 
has devoted three pages 
to the joys of fishing in 
the River Thaw. ” 

He added that there 
was an opportunity for 
local tourism businesses 
to take advantage of 
this. 


COMMUNITY NEWS 
ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


A NEW JAZZ 
OR CIVIC 


ALL YOURS WITHOUT 
PAYING A PENNY 
IN ADVANCE 
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With a new Motability car, all this is included 


Q Use your mobility allowance D Servicing aixl maintenance 
Zi Breakdown recovery D 60.000 mileage allowance 

C Road tax and insurance C Specialist advice 


Motability 



Not uir* if you qualify for a Motability car? Call 0800 4002 


www.motability.co.uk 
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PRICES huge stock CLEARANCE SALE 

WE’RE CLEARING BEDS, BEDFRAMES, MATTRESSES, | 

O I A O U C BEDROOM FURNITURE, SOLID OAK DINING I ^ 

FURNITURE, RECLINERS, FIRESIDE CHAIRS, \ 

CONSERVATORY SUITES .... IT’S ALL REDUCED! 


JADE FIRESIDE CHAIRS f CONSERVATORY SUITES | MEMORY FOAM 

iU 




6 styles 
and colours 
to choose 
from 

I WasfiS^r 





Various 
nests of 
three 
tables 




4'6" 
Champagne 
Two 

yjte drawer 
divan 
Free Delivery 

\ 



FROM ONLY £599 


MYER'S 1 


4'PA) 

Absolu]e 

Ljpcury 


3' Jazz 


2 drawer divan 
} 


Was-€2e9- 

s 



Free I 

Delivery ^"NA-"drawer divan 


MASSIVE SAVING 


4' 6" Executive 
1,000 pocket 
spring 
2 drawer 
I divan 

Was 
-€49r 


NOW IN STOCK! ■ ADJUSTABLE BEDS 



Choice of 13 
electrically adjustable 
beds 





SOLID HARDWOOD 


SILENTNIGHT 


MILANO SOLID OAK | SOLID HARDWOOD 


FROM ONLY £495 


SOLID OAK 



HARRISON BEDS 

i 

Our 

premier 

range of 

pocket 

sprung 

divans 




4 FREE DRAWERS 


1.36m wardrobe, + 2 bedside cabinets 
+ 6 drawer chest - JOB LOT DEAL 


rr'S(}om 


Town & 
Country 


FURTHER 10% OFF SALE PRICES 


nto our showroom @ n-i ccc 
irackla Street Centre ^ 

jendCF311BZ 653147 

townandcountryfurniture.co.uk 
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When the rains came to 
Ogmore and Ewenny 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
or www.ffotoimage.co.uk 
(telephone 01446 773225). 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 

^ Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. ^ 

FIRST it was snow - and then it was the 
rain. 

However, when GEM photographer Glyn 
Evans was out and about in the Ewenny, and 
Merthyr Mawr areas, it seemed that everyone 
was just about coping. 

There were a few clear no-go areas, and 
some found it easier to get around on horse¬ 
back rather than by car! 





NOW ON! 


With Fmanoe available 



SALE 

h !ugc Winter Saki Reductions inrooglxxjt the Store 


www.jiorgBnrNtco.uk 

Ghorcje Street Furnishers 




L 


Furniture 

NM w POR T 


11 <1 


Carpets 

t 214241 


Beds • Bathrooms 

CARDIFF 'J 292 rt 49 27 2*? 


• 1 '•" ? » i 
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Black Swan - a taut 
psychological thriller 
that just oozes class 


IHE success 
of Darren 
Aronofsky 
with The Wrestler 
has brought the 
director to a bigger 
audience than his 
previous works, 
but despite the suc¬ 
cess, Aronofsky has 
remained true to 
his roots, concen¬ 
trating on creating 
intricate works 
that don’t always 
make for comfort¬ 
able viewing. 

With the Hugh 
Jackman-starring The 
Wolverine on the cards 
for 2012 (Aronofsky 
making his first trip into 
big studio/big budget 
territory), his latest hits 
screens having achieved 
massive festival success 
last year. 

Black Swan tells the 
story of ballet dancer 
Nina, a sheltered young 
woman who is chosen 
to play the role of the 
white and black swan in 
a performance of Swan 
Lake. However, as 
Nina gets to grips with 
the role, the pressures of 
the company’s artistic 
director (Vincent 
Cassel) and new arrival 
Lily (Mila Kunis) make 
Nina slowly reach 
breaking point... 

Darren Aronofsky 
has never been a direc¬ 
tor to shy away from 
tough subject matters, 
as his previous works 
have attested to; yet 
with 2009’s The 
Wrestler, Aronofsky 
showed a little more, 
allowing humanity to 
enter the frame and as a 
result, created what was 
arguably one of the 
most incredible films of 
that year. 

Fast forward to 2011 
and he is at it again, 
with another film that 
deals with an individ¬ 
ual’s passion and com¬ 
mitment for an art form, 
and the lengths they 


will go to to achieve 
their goals. Unlike The 
Wrestler, however. 

Black Swan is less a tale 
of muddied redemption 
and more of a psycho¬ 
logical thriller that 
explores duality with a 
thriller twist. 

It is directed with 
unerring skill and deft¬ 
ness by Aronofsky, 
whose use of close-ups 
and intimate camera 
shots brings a viscerali- 
ty and claustrophobia to 
the film’s visuals; yet he 
shoots the ballet 
sequences and the dark¬ 
er moments with 
grandiose flourishes, the 
camera taking in every 
pirouette and turn. 

As in The Wrestler, 
the camera enjoys tak¬ 
ing in the behind the 
scenes action, the bitch¬ 
iness and the stresses 
forming the fabric on 
which the story is told, 
as paranoia and doubt 
bleeds into the character 
of Nina, and she slowly 
starts to unravel. 

Aronofsky has admit¬ 
ted that this film is a 
one-two punch along¬ 
side The Wrestler, and 
the films have much in 
common. The attention 
to detail is thrilling, the 
close-ups of tying ballet 
shoes and scoring the 
soles, all lending an 
intimacy to the story 
that highlights the 
unseen aspect of high 
art - yet no different to 
Randy The Ram lacing 
up his boots and hiding 
a razorblade in his taped 
wrists. 

While the subjects 
are miles apart in public 
perception, Aronofsky 
shows that the worlds 
aren’t that far apart. 

While the theme of 
duality is laboured upon 
perhaps a little too 
much, Aronofsky’s 
direction lends it a 
clever visual feel, the 
use of mirrors and 
reflections playing into 
the themes, but his 
direction also riffs on 
the psychological 


SCREEN 

TALK 


Key Cutting Offer 


Yale typo (cylinder) 
Keys from £2.25 


f 


” Back Door (mortice) 
‘ keys from £4.25 

\<' 

I,, V tH M44» 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

thrillers such as 
Rosemary’s Baby - the 
blurring between reality 
and fantasy being 
expertly handled by the 
director. 

He also takes a 
superb cast and mar¬ 
shals excellent perform¬ 
ances all round. While 
Natalie Portman (who 
landed a Golden Globe 
for her role) is the main 
focus, the performances 
around her are just as 
watchable and engag¬ 
ing. Portman’s youth¬ 
ful looks have always 
pegged her as a skilled 
performer lacking the 
ability to truly convey 
maturity, yet here she 
convinces with effort¬ 
less skill. 

Portman not only 
masters the character 
but also the ballet 
aspect, the long training 
sessions she underwent 
obviously paying off. 

Aronofsky’s camera 
doesn’t lie, the close- 
ups necessitating 
Portman do all the bal¬ 
let dances, and she car¬ 
ries that element with 
such a skill you can't 
help but marvel at the 
dedication of the 
actress. 

In performance 
terms, she is undeniably 
superb - carrying 
Nina’s fractious mental 
state while being pro¬ 
pelled by the machina¬ 
tions of the narrative. 
While Nina is very 
much the white swan, 
it’s Portman’s embrac¬ 
ing of the black swan 
aspect of her character 
as she begins to unravel 
that makes for such 
gripping viewing, and 
allows Portman ample 
opportunity to show her 
ability. 

Opposite Nina (and 
the black swan to her 
white swan) is Mila 
Kunis’ Lily, and the 
actress is given a little 


PLEASE 
HELP TO 
FIND 
ARCHIE... 

Brown cocker 
spaniel puppy lost 
in the Monknash 
area on Sunday, 
January 23. 
Any information, 
please contact 
Mark on 07813 
400729. 


less to chew on than her 
counterpart, but still 
offers up a thrilling turn 
that acts as the perfect 
counterpoint to Nina’s 
innocence. Kunis has 
shown glimpses of her 
ability in the likes of 
Forgetting Sarah 
Marshall and The Book 
of Eli, but given a more 
dramatic role she 
excels, bringing an edge 
to the character and 
making her a shady 
operative in the 
mechanics of the story. 

The remainder of the 
key players all do well, 
Vincent Cassel oozing 
Gallic smarm as the 
artistic director Nina 
must convince that she 
is worthy of becoming 
the lead, while Winona 
Ryder pops up as the 
embittered ex-lead cast 
on the scrapheap, but is 
giving only a fleeting 
moment of screentime. 

It is Barbara Hershey 
who shines brightest on 
the periphery as Nina’s 
mother, a former balleri¬ 
na who seems deter¬ 
mined to cling onto her 
daughter. 

It is a performance 
that is finely balanced 
between madness and 
genuine concern, and is 
an exemplary turn from 
the actress. 

Some may not be 
wholly convinced by 
the archness of some of 
the more fanciful ele¬ 
ments of the screenplay, 
Aronofsky and co ramp¬ 
ing up the theatricality 
while aiming for unease 
rather than genuine 
shocks and scares - but 
it does mean that some 
of the more subtle 
moments go unnoticed, 
the film darkening 
before the grand guig- 
nol climax. 

However, its theatri¬ 
cality and excess does¬ 
n’t detract from what is 
a wholly gripping and 
exceptionally well-made 
piece of filmmaking; 
and Darren Aronofsky’s 
direction is the cherry 
on top of what is a tense 
and dark, but superb, 
cake, in the shape of 
Black Swan. 

VERDICT: 

Thrilling and engaging. 
Black Swan is an 
extraordinary film that 
makes for tense view¬ 
ing. 

Superb direction 
from Darren Aronofsky 
and sensational turns 
from Natalie Portman 
and Barbara Hershey 
make this a classy 
proposition, and one 
with a skewed sensibili¬ 
ty that makes for an 
unsettling experience. 
Essential viewing. 


Send us your 
news and 
views to 
gemeditorial 
@tindle- 
news.co.uk 


PASSENGER NUMBERS FALL BY 200,000 


CRITICS GANG UP ON 
CARDIFF AIRPORT 


I Report by PHILIP IRWIN | 


THEY say there is 
no such thing as 
bad publicity, but 
Cardiff Airport 
must be question¬ 
ing that, after tak¬ 
ing a hammering in 
the media over the 
last two weeks. 

First came the news 
that passenger numbers 
had fallen by 200,000, 
the vast majority of that 
due to bmibaby cutting 
back on routes. 

The budget airline 
ceased flying to 
Edinburgh, Jersey and 
Munich, and these three 
routes were said to have 
accounted for 180,000 
lost passengers. 

The airline did, how¬ 
ever, hold out hope for 
future expansion, with 
new routes to Funchal, 
Dubrovnik, Naples and 
Verona planned for the 
summer. 

Cardiff Airport’s main 
rival, Bristol, has in con¬ 
trast enjoyed a good 
year, with passenger 
numbers rising. 

The remaining 20,000 
decrease was attributed 
to the various closures of 
the airport that were trig¬ 
gered by the Icelandic 
ash cloud. 

COMPLAINTS 

There have also, in 
recent weeks, been com¬ 
plaints in The GEM let¬ 
ters page about the £1 
drop off fee, and about 
the decision to charge £2 
to use a luggage trolley. 

In a recent poll con¬ 
ducted on the GEM 
website, only nine per 
cent of readers approved 
of the luggage trolley 
charges. 

Finally, the latest row 
broke out over increased 
charges for airport park¬ 
ing. 

In the press, the 
Spanish owners of the 
airport, Abertis, have 
been accused of hiking 
the prices to the highest 
level in the UK for a 
week’s pre-booked 
onsite parking. 

In fact, the airport 
finds itself in the posi¬ 
tion of recommending to 
passengers that they turn 
up without pre-booking, 
because that will attract 
a cheaper rate! 

COMPARABLE 

An airport spokesman 
said that the pre-booking 
system was being 
reviewed, because pre¬ 
booking was being han¬ 
dled by a third party. 

A spokeswoman 
insisted that the price for 
passengers turning up 
without pre-booking 
was comparable to other 
UK airports. 

South Wales Central 
AM Andrew RT Davies 
called on the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
(WAG) to “work closely 
with the airport opera¬ 
tors” to help secure a 
major new carrier and to 
help the site develop 
links with Europe’s 
major business centres. 

Mr Davies said: 
“Cardiff Airport is a fan¬ 
tastic asset to the region, 
and with an international 


length runway, it has 
enormous potential. 

“Obviously there will 
be a number of other 
factors, including eco¬ 
nomic conditions, that 
have impacted on these 
figures but the focus 
must now be on finding 
a new carrier to replace 
the shortfall left by 
BMI’s decision.” 

Mr Davies went on: 
“The existence of a 
major international air¬ 
port projects a hugely 
positive view of the Vale 
as a gateway into Wales 
and the rest of the 
United Kingdom. 

“There was some 
good news this week, 
with the announcement 
of a new route from 
Newquay to Cardiff. 
However, this is unlikely 
to impact significantly 
on passenger numbers - 
neither does it open up 
links with the 
Continent’s major busi¬ 
ness centres. 

“The five most popu¬ 
lar destinations for peo¬ 
ple using the airport last 
year were largely holi¬ 
day destinations, with 
Amsterdam, Edinburgh, 
Alicante, Palma and 
Malaga making up the 
list.” 

There was support for 
the airport from Hywel 
Davies of Cardiff & Co, 
the body set up to pro¬ 
mote Cardiff and Wales 
internationally. 

He said that tourism 
in Cardiff had risen 
markedly over the past 


10 years, and that the 
airport could benefit 
from this. 

He said: “Visitor 
numbers to Cardiff last 
year were 14.6 million - 
58 per cent up on 1998. 
Also, Cardiff is still 
strong for business 
opportunities.” 

A Cardiff Airport 
spokeswoman said that 
other factors for reduced 
passenger numbers were 
the recession, as general 
market conditions were 
affecting both airline 
and traveller decisions, 
and also the impact of 
adverse weather during 
2010 

‘RESILIENT’ 

She added: 

“However, at Cardiff 
Airport schedule servic¬ 
es and charter services 
are resilient and remain 
strong and are set for 
moderate growth - and 
the airport is continuing 
aggressive route devel¬ 
opment efforts.” 

Spencer Birns, 
Cardiff Airport’s head of 
Commercial Operations 
and Air Services 
Development said: 
“Passenger numbers in 
2010 decreased at 
Cardiff - as they also did 
across other UK air¬ 
ports. 

“At Cardiff, this was 
most significantly due to 
a cut in capacity by low 
cost carrier bmibaby 
who continue to cut both 
routes and frequency in 
serving Wales. 

“Other contributing 


factors include the vol¬ 
canic ash cloud, adverse 
weather and current eco¬ 
nomic climate affecting 
both airline and traveller 
decisions. 

“However, 2011 
promises to be a more 
exciting year for us, with 
new routes including 
Funchal, Dubrovnik, 
Naples and Verona 
available in the summer, 
and Swiss based airline, 
Helvetic Airways will 
start operating new four¬ 
weekly services from 
Zurich to Wales in 
March. 

“We hope 2011 will 
be a successful year for 
the airport and look for¬ 
ward to welcoming more 
travellers to and from 
south Wales.” 

There are, however, a 
number of disgruntled 
customers, and Mike 
Fox is one. 

Mr Fox wrote to The 
GEM saying: “You only 
have to look at the way 
airport users are treated 
to see why numbers 
have dropped. 

“I accept that other 
factors have contributed 
but I’m sorry to say that 
the management is to 
blame. 

“Charging passengers 
for everything from drop 
off to pick up and lug¬ 
gage trolleys is 
appalling.” 

He added: “You only 
have to look at the air¬ 
port title, Cardiff 
Airport. It has even lost 
its international status, 
proof of classic misman¬ 
agement.” 


COWBRIDGE 

COMPREHENSIVE 

SCHOOL 

For September 2011, 
state of the art facilities in all 
curriculum areas, including: 
Music, Drama, Design Technology, 
ICT, Science and RE. 



SIXTH FORM 
OPEN EVENING 


An open evening for students considering 
taking their AS/A2 Level studies 
or L3 BTEC courses will be held on 

Tuesday, 1 February 

between 4.30 pm and 6.30 pm 
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Poignant record of a family’s 
sacrifice in the Great War 


LOCAL military histori¬ 
an and headteacher of 
St Cyres Comprehensive 
School, Dr Jonathan 
Hicks, tells the story of 
one Barry family’s con¬ 
tribution to the First 
World War. 

URING the 
course of my 
research into 
the role that 
Barrians played 
during the two 
world wars of the 
last century, I came 
across the story of 
one remarkable 
family who con¬ 
tributed much to 
the war effort. 

A father, mother and 
two sons were all on 
national service during 
that terrible conflict, 
which lasted from 1914 
to 1918 and claimed the 
lives of nearly 900,000 
Britons. 

The Paul family lived 
at 43 High Street in 
Barry. The father, Ernest 
Paul, was a member of 
the National Union of 
Railwaymen and worked 
as a shipping clerk on 
Barry Docks. He was a 
teetotaller, being a mem¬ 
ber of the ‘Sons of 
Temperance’ movement. 

Ernest was 43 years 
of age when he volun¬ 
teered to join the army 
in November 1915 at 
Cardiff Recruiting 
Office. He had already 
served with the Reserve, 
receiving and issuing 
hospital food supplies 


and wrote on his form: 

“My 30 years’ experi¬ 
ence amongst shipping, 
25 years close and direct 
experience in weighing 
and keeping records of 
quantities and qualities 
of coal cargoes shipped 
for His Majesty’s Navy 
and other uses, knowl¬ 
edge of Docks, Cargo 
Vessels and their ports of 
destination, at home and 
abroad, qualifies me to 
assist in the shipping and 
unshipping of General 
Cargo and etc, either for 
the Army, Navy or 
Merchant Service.” 

He was assigned to 
the 4th Company of the 
Royal Army Medical 
Corps at the Royal 
Victoria Military 
Hospital at Netley in 
Hampshire. In 1916, 
while at home on leave, 
he was presented with a 
framed emblem in 
recognition of his servic¬ 
es in the cause of Trade 
Unionism. 

On January 1, 1918, 
Ernest was discharged 
from the RAMC as 
being no longer physi¬ 
cally fit for active serv¬ 
ice as he was suffering 
from rheumatism in both 
shoulder joints. 

He was awarded a 
Silver War Badge to 
show the public that he 
had been discharged, and 
a pension of 27/6 for 
four weeks, then 11 
shillings for a further 44 
weeks. 

He had married his 
wife Annie (nee Davis) 
at St John’s Parish 


Church in Canton on 
December 22, 1893. 
Annie served throughout 
the war as a nurse at the 
St John Detaining 
Hospital on Barry 
Island, where hundreds 
of wounded soldiers 
were treated before the 
building was given back 
to the church movement 
and renamed the St 
John’s Methodist 
Church. 

Herbert Sidney Paul 
was their eldest son. 
Educated at Cadoxton 
School, after competing 
his schooling he was 
employed as a Cardiff 
postman. 

He was a member of 
the Cadoxton Wesleyan 
Church and Cadoxton 
Methodist Church and 
had dark brown hair and 
hazel eyes. 

He enlisted, aged 19, 
in September 1914, just 
a month after the out¬ 
break of war and served 
for 10 months in the 
19th Hussars. On June 
15, 1915, he was trans¬ 
ferred to the 8th 
Battalion of the Royal 
Welsh Eusiliers and 
served in Gallipoli. 

On October 25, 1915, 
he was promoted to 
Lance Corporal. On 
December 8 he was hos¬ 
pitalised on Malta with 
frostbite. Two months 
later he was able to 
rejoin his unit at Port 
Said in Egypt in 
Eebruary 1916. 

On April 5, 1916, 
Herbert was killed, aged 
just 21, during the attack 




at Eallahiya, which was 
held by the Turks trying 
to relieve the garrison at 
Kut in Mesopotamia. 

The RWE took the 3rd 
Turkish line but were 
shelled by their own 
guns and suffered 200 
casualties that day. 

As well as being com¬ 
memorated on the roll of 
honour in the Hall of 
Memory in Barry 
Memorial Hall, 

Herbert’s name is also 
on the Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Memorial, the Cadoxton 
School and Barry Post 
Office Memorials, and 
the Cardiff General Post 
Office roll of honour. 

As his body was 
never recovered, his 
name is listed on the 
Commonwealth War 
Graves Memorial at 
Basra, in modern Iraq. 

On December 3, 

1915, his brother 


Alexander Erederick 
Paul landed at Egypt. 
Having enlisted with the 
Royal Army Medical 
Corps, like his father, he 
was initially stationed on 
the island of Lemnos in 
the Mediterranean, 
where he would have 
treated the wounded 
from the end of the 
Gallipoli campaign and 
afterwards the casualties 
from the fighting in 
Mesopotamia. 

Unfortunately, 
Alexander’s service 
record was destroyed by 
a bomb from a German 
air raid during the 
Second World War and it 
has not been possible at 
this stage to find any 
further details of his war 
service. He was awarded 
three medals: the 1914- 
15 Star, the British War 
Medal and the Victory 
Medal. 

As part of the army 



bureaucracy relating to 
Herbert’s death, in 
September 1919 Ernest 
Paul received a postcard 
from the Infantry 
Records Department 
stating that they had not 
received his late son’s 
particulars. 

He wrote a particular¬ 
ly sad reply in a letter in 
which he stated that he 
had sent the details, as 
witnessed by Mr Roberts 
(JP) of Windsor Road. 

To make the situation 
clear, Ernest had 
poignantly added the 
word ‘deceased’ to the 
reference to his son, 
after he had completed 
the letter. 

Just a few days before 
Christmas (and their 
wedding anniversary) in 
1919, Ernest and Annie 
received a package from 
the War Office, contain¬ 


ing these words: 

“I am directed to for¬ 
ward to you the accom¬ 
panying Memorial Scroll 
together with the King’s 
Message in commemora¬ 
tion of the soldier men¬ 
tioned therein. The 
plaque will be forwarded 
to you in due course 
direct from the plaque 
factory. Will you please 
sign the receipt below, 
and return in the 
stamped, addressed 
envelope.” 

Imagine how the fam¬ 
ily must have felt at 
reading these cold, dis¬ 
passionate words. Ernest 
Paul duly signed and 
returned the form. On 
August 10, 1920, Annie 
Paul signed a form 
acknowledging receipt 
of her late son’s three 
medals. What a heart¬ 
breaking moment that 


must have been. 

It is a sad irony 
indeed that a family who 
gave so much to saving 
soldiers’ lives during the 
conflict should have lost 
one of their own mem¬ 
bers, possibly to a shell 
from his own side. 

Ernest and Annie Paul 
also had two daughters, 
Lillian Harriett and 
Winifred Jane, and the 
family later lived at 115 
Queen Street. If readers 
can add any further 
information to this mov¬ 
ing story I should be 
glad to hear from them. 

Jonathan Hicks ’ debut 
crime novel, ‘The Dead 
of Mametz’, is to be pub¬ 
lished by the Welsh 
Books Council in April. 
Copies can be ordered 
now through booksellers 
or Amazon. 


\ _ COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SPORTING ROUND-UP _| 

Pupils have fingers crossed after county trials 


THE county trials 
were held this week 
for the under-13 
age group for boys 
at Whitchurch 
Comprehensive 
School. 

Sixteen boys took part 
in many events such as 
2-lap, 4-lap, 6-lap, 
standing long jump, 
standing triple jump, 
high jump, shot, vertical 
jump and speed bounce. 

Results will be with 
the school shortly and 
county selection for the 
Welsh Schools Sports 
Hall finals in Cwmbran 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 

Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D654. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £10,000, 
was not won this week. 

• £2,000: 120784. 

• £10: 475602; 

802574; 176992; 440619; 
838078; 179814; 583698; 
372692; 682475; 643266; 
732551; 231684; 304363; 
330297; 810330; 662284; 
436753; 848835; 792354; 
427885. 

• £5: 539443; 

469385; 847066; 607995; 
480562; 245556; 606808; 
750211; 524981; 831047; 
563358; 596889; 508793; 
105255; 760581; 729264; 


on Sunday, March 6. 

Boys who took part 
were: Tom Trotman, 
Kristian Jones, Scott 
Thomas, Nicholas Rees, 
Dan Oddy, Nathan 
Robson, Ellis Rosser, 
Huw Bennett, Alex 
Love, Mike Milani, 
Harrison Stevens (year- 
7), Rian Thomas, Sam 
Ashton, Harry Thomas, 
Edward Couzens, and 
Craig Boxall. 

RUGBY 

YEAR-8 played 
Brynteg 

Comprehensive School 
and the A team won 31- 
12 . 


871890; 182473; 427710; 
521611; 273911; 574059; 
796574; 344575; 312875; 
532834; 256971; 223377; 
102634; 876706; 184357; 
670335; 693020; 768879; 
319762; 780968; 881348; 
771887; 764471; 494518; 
684496; 601297; 613464; 
140185; 161981; 864433; 
811308; 380952; 452608; 
970380; 826579; 267546; 
854221; 886211; 463966; 
183587; 835221; 420756; 
116888; 389467. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


In the first half, the 
school team were under 
a lot of pressure which 
resulted in a 12-0 deficit 
at half-time. 

Once the team had got 
rid of their rustiness and 
started to take the game 
to a very strong Brynteg 
team, things started to 
happen. The first try 
came from pressure on 
the Brynteg line from 
the lineout by Eraser 
McGhan to give Luke 
John the try. 

Two tries by Tom 
Trotman put the school 
in front, and Joseph 
Treharne on the wing 
scored a further two tries 
late in the game. 

A very good win, with 
all the scoring in the sec¬ 
ond half. 

Year-8 B won 36-12 

Good team play and 
high levels of skill gave 
the Cowbridge outfit a 
comfortable win in only 
their first B game of the 
season. 

It is getting very diffi¬ 
cult to find schools who 
run two teams at an age 
group. 

Tries came from 
Harry Jehu (two), Joshua 
Brace, Kristian Jones 
(two) and Gabe 
Newham; Robert David 
scored three conver¬ 
sions. 

(A) rugby squad: J 
Harvey, J Treharne, T 
Trotman, J Davies (cap¬ 
tain), M Harper, T 
Lucas, B Jones, L John, 


J Bunt, F McGhan, E 
Polden, N Robson, J 
Anderson, T Evans, C 
Boxall, D Stanton. 

(B) rugby squad: G 
Newham, D Oddy, K 
Jones, O Brown, D 
Humphries, A Jones, R 
David, H Williams (cap¬ 
tain), M Croucher, J 
Brace, L Davies, T 
Whitehouse, E Couzens, 
E Andrews, H Jehu, T 
Davey, H Bennett, D 
Stanton, H Stockford. 

NETBALL 

COWBRIDGE year-10 
and 11 netball team 
took part in the Ann 
Smart Trophy netball 
preliminary tourna¬ 
ment against Llantwit 
and Corpus Christi. 

Corpus Christi are 
presently the county 
champions, and as 
expected, won the match 
15-2. 

There was some great 
defence play by goal¬ 
keeper Bethan Sloan and 
Caitlin Allin, but they 
couldn’t stop the skill of 
the Corpus Christi girls. 

The second match 
against Llantwit Major 
was a very evenly 
matched contest. At half¬ 
time it was 1-0 to 
Llantwit, although 
Cowbridge made three 
attempts but couldn’t get 
a goal. 

In the second half, 
Cowbridge equalised 
but, with some sloppy 
passes and lack of disci¬ 
pline with feet work and 


contact, Llantwit took 
advantage and got ahead 
winning the game 3-1. 

HOCKEY 

THE year-9 hockey 
team took part in the 
Cardiff & Vale Hockey 
preliminary tourna¬ 
ment - opponents 
included Corpus 
Christi, St Cyres and 
Bro Morgannwg. 

Eirst game for 
Cowbridge was the seed¬ 
ed team from last year. 
Corpus Christi. They 
fielded a couple of 
excellent players who 
Cowbridge could not 
stop in attack. 

Izzy Eddy Williams 
played with her usual 
enthusiasm and dedica¬ 
tion in attack and 
defence, but Corpus 
Christi were too strong, 
winning 2-0. 

The next match was 
against St Cyres where 
ice hockey player 
Bryony Roberts showed 
her skill and dominated 
in attack. 

Hannah Woodwood 
set up a lovely cross for 
Kate Llewellyn to score 
and Hannah later got one 
of her own. 

The final score was 2- 
1 to Cowbridge. 

In the last game 
against Bro Morgannwg, 
Bryony Roberts had to 
go to ice hockey training 
in Swindon. The team 
had a hard time in 
defence with Niamh 
Gallagher and Maisie 


Beech playing well but 
couldn’t stop Bro 
Morgannwg scoring, the 
game finishing 1-0. 

Corpus Christi won 
the tournament and we 
wish them luck in the 
finals; second was Bro 
Morgannwg, third 
Cowbridge and St Cyres 
fourth. 

Player of the match 
was Izzy Eddy Williams. 

FOOTBALL 

THE A team played 
away at Cathedral 
School and won 3-1 in 
an excellent game of 
football with the scores 
level 1-1 at half-time. 

The school played 
very well in the second 
half creating many 
chances. leuan Ridout 
scored two goals, one 
which would have 
graced the Premiership, 
to match Kristian Jones’ 
well-taken goal in the 
first half. 

The B team lost 4-3. 

It was another see-saw 
game with plenty of 
thrills for the spectators. 

After being 2-0 up, 
(through Rian Thomas 
and an own goal) within 
five minutes bad defend¬ 
ing had allowed the 
home team to level 2-2. 

In the second half, 
Tom Lucas scored a very 
good goal but again bad 
defending gave 
Cathedral the win. 

A squad: O Pike, J 
Treharne, J Harvey, T 
Day-Davies, M Ragan, B 


Jones, K Jones, D Oddy 
(captain), L Phillips, I 
Ridout, H Stockford, J 
Hamilton. 

B squad: J Gaskin, S 
Thomas (captain), L 
Davies, M Harper, J 
Davies, L Gorman, T 
Lucas, L O ’Brien, R 
Thomas, L Thomas, R 
Vogel, E Couzens. 

Year-8 against year- 
9: This internal game 
was played on the new 
Astroturf after the 
Christmas break to give 
the boys an opportunity 
when the pitch was free 
on a Eriday after school. 

Year-9 proved too 
strong in the end, despite 
not scoring until 25 min¬ 
utes into the first half. 

The final score of 6-2 
was a good reflection of 
the game with quality 
strikes from Brad Rosser 
(year-9) and Joseph 
Treharne (year-8). 

Year-8 will play year- 
7 later in the term. 

CROSS 

COUNTRY 

ATHLETES from 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive were 
selected to represent 
Cardiff & Vale at the 
34th schools invitation 
race at the Cardiff X- 
Challenge at Blackweir, 
Cardiff. 

Year-7 pupil Seren 
Allin had a brilliant race 
against some very fast 
club runners to come 
home in fifth place, and 
overall second in the 


schools race, and first 
Cardiff & Vale athlete. 

Cerys Bradshaw came 
65th (17th for county), 
Alicia Thomas 66th 
(18th for county) and 
Ffion Vickers 73rd (21st 
for county). Well done. 

In the year-8 and 9 
race where all the girls 
were year-8, results 
included Ela Emyr 35 th 
(11th county), Rebecca 
Thomas 41st (12th coun¬ 
ty), Nadine James 43rd 
(13th county) and Alice 
Tudor 61st (19th coun¬ 
ty). 

In the year-10 and II 
contest, year-II pupil 
Fiona Bray had a great 
race, finishing second 
county athlete in 15th. 

The following boys 
represented the City of 
Cardiff and Vale of 
Glamorgan schools cross 
country team at the 
McCain Schools 
Invitation Challenge 
held at Blackweir on 
Sunday, January 16. 

Year-7: Dewi Bennett 
(24th); Sean Davies 
(49th); Luke Jeffreys 
(54th). 

Year-8: Rian Thomas 
(37th); Ellis Rosser 
(62nd); Huw Bennett 
(70th); Alex Love 
(72nd). 

Athletes from all over 
Great Britain took part 
in the prestigious event 
for their clubs and 
schools district teams; 
well done to all who 
took part. 


ly Hafan winners 
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NEW STORE AND A QUESTION 
OF LOCAL CHILDREN’S SAFETY 


Youth Champion 
says ‘get in touch 


'Why history 
proves that we 
must say Yes’ 


H aving 

gained their 
alcohol 

licence, Sainsbury’s 
application for a 
premises licence 
with regard to open¬ 
ing a store in Park 
Crescent comes 
before the planning 
committee on 
February 3. 

One obvious objection 
to this store is road safe¬ 
ty and Sainsbury’s clever 
plan to demolish the old 
Torque Tools building 
and turn it into a car 
park does not create a 
solution. The main store 
will front onto the zebra 
crossing which doubles 
as a very busy school 
crossing point during 
weekdays for pupils 
attending Romilly 
Primary School, which 
is directly opposite. 

Pupils, students and 
adults also make their 
way to other locations in 
the town. 

Vehicles, including 
large delivery vehicles, 
are expected to enter and 
exit the new store’s adja¬ 
cent car park from Park 
Crescent by means of 
drop down points in the 
public footpath which is 
the main route that chil¬ 
dren of ah ages, often 
unaccompanied, use to 
and from school. That in 
itself is an accident wait¬ 
ing to happen. 

Some parents and 
guardians of children in 


Romilly School have, 
since it closed, been 
using the front of the 
unoccupied Torque 
building as an informal 
car park when they are 
taking and collecting 
their children from 
school. It does not take a 
genius to work out that 
when a new car park is 
created, this practice will 
continue; after all you 
need only buy a small 
item to legally become a 
‘customer’ which enti¬ 
tles you to use the car 
park and just how will 
Sainsbury’s police this? 

At the new store there 
will also be an ATM and 
at present there are no 
facilities in the area 
where you can withdraw 
cash free of charge, so 
this is bound to be popu¬ 
lar. Passing drivers who 
believe they are only 
going to be a minute or 
so using the ATM are 
unlikely to utilise the car 
park and will not care 
where they park, which 
in turn will create further 
problems. 

Asking why the town 
needs yet another super¬ 
market, it seems, is 
falling upon deaf ears. 
Wherever a new super¬ 
market is situated will 
always cause consterna¬ 
tion and argument, but 
what about relocation? 

Surely this develop¬ 
ment would be more 
suited to the old ski shop 
and caravan centre on 
Cardiff Road which is 
empty and becoming an 


eyesore. The store would 
be located on a main 
road, close to the Barry 
Waterfront with a large 
parking area where the 
caravans were previous¬ 
ly stored, so there would 
be no need to knock a 
building down. 

The store would be on 
a main bus route and 
within walking distance 
of Cadoxton railway sta¬ 
tion and would pose no 
threat to the other busi¬ 
nesses in the immediate 
area which is mainly car 
washes, car showrooms 
and a tyre centre. There 
are fewer pedestrians 
and more importantly it 
will not be opposite a 
zebra crossing or a busy 
school that caters for 
almost 650 pupils. 

Even though traffic 
surveys have been car¬ 
ried out in the Park 


Crescent and surround¬ 
ing area, this does not 
reflect the amount of 
pedestrians that are 
using the crossing and 
public pavements or 
what impact this will 
have on children’s safe¬ 
ty. 

Let us just hope, that 
before the planning com¬ 
mittee hear this applica¬ 
tion, they will make a 
site visit to Park 
Crescent during the time 
children are arriving and 
departing from school - 
to see what impact the 
new store will have on 
the road safety of this 
already busy area, if 
only out of courtesy to 
local residents, and 
make the right decision 
which is to turn this 
application down. 

(Name and address 
supplied) 


I WAS privileged 
to be elected 
Youth 

Champion for the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
in October 2010, 
and since then I 
have attended vari¬ 
ous events showing 
the great work that 
young people 
throughout the 
many communities 
of the Vale are 
doing. 

I have recently sent 
out letters to every 
school council in the 
county area offering to 
come along and answer 
questions and take ques¬ 
tions back to the council 
on what I am sure will 
be a wide variety of top¬ 
ics. 

As Youth Champion, 

I want to try and contact 


and speak to as many 
young people as possi¬ 
ble about the issues that 
are important to them. 

So if you have ques¬ 
tions, concerns or would 
like me to come along to 
your youth group, 
school council or youth 
organisation, please get 
in touch. 

I can be contacted by 
e-mail celmore@vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk, by 
phone on 07867 506 
116/01446 401 595, by 
writing to the Vale 
Council Youth Service 
or contacting me on 
facebook. 

Coun Chris Elmore 
(Youth Champion for 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
and Councillor for 
Castleland Ward, 
Barry) 


H OW mis¬ 
leading and 
contradicto¬ 
ry can a name be: 
‘True Wales’ for a 
no vote, takes this 
to the ultimate of 
extreme and 
hypocrisy. 

Remember what his¬ 
tory teaches, if people 
fail to vote Yes for more 
powers for the Welsh 
Assembly on March 3. 

Remember Tryweryn 
- Cofiwch Dryweryn? In 
1965, the village of 
Capel Celyn and the 
Tryweryn Valley was 
drowned for water for 
Liverpool. 

Families in the Valley 
raised coffins from the 
churchyard of loved 
ones and left their homes 


and farms forever. 
Liverpool did not need 
the water, they already 
had a surplus of water 
being supplied to them 
from the Welsh hills. 

They thought that 
their population would 
grow, so planned ahead 
for more water, at some¬ 
one else’s peril and ever¬ 
lasting cost. 

A Private Member’s 
Bill sponsored by 
Liverpool City Council 
was put to the 
Westminster Parliament 
and on August 1, 1957, 
the Tryweryn Bill was 
passed by Harold 
Macmillan’s govern¬ 
ment, compulsory pur¬ 
chase orders sent out and 
lives devastated - all in 
the name of Liverpool. 

The water was never 
needed, the figures 
wrong. Liverpool sold 
the water for profit. 

Ah but one Member 
of Parliament represent¬ 
ing Welsh constituencies 
voted against the bill - 
but as now, they were 
outnumbered. 

I urge people not to 
betray Wales and vote 
Yes on March 3. We are 
capable of making our 
own decisions; don’t let 
others do it for you. 
Judith Morgan, 
Bridgend. 


'Rushed reforms will hurt the disabled’ 


I SHARE the concerns raised 
by the Royal National Institute 
for the Blind (Cymru) over the 
rushed and bodged reforms to 
disability living allowance, and 
would urge people to write to 
their Members of Parliament - 
especially those Conservative and 
LibDem MPs who are implement¬ 
ing these proposals. 

People with long-term disabilities such 
as sight-loss have additional living costs 
linked to their disability. 

Yet the Conservative-led coalition’s 
plans would end the automatic entitlement 


to higher-rate Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) for those with long-term severe 
visual impairment. 

Such people will be brought in regular¬ 
ly for re-testing, at great and unnecessary 
cost to the taxpayer. 

A visually-impaired person - through 
accident at work or illness - will also 
have to wait for three months before qual¬ 
ifying for the DLA, in effect, penalising 
them for their disability. 

It will simply leave people out of pock¬ 
et for three months, for no good reason. 

To top it ah, the government now 
threatens to remove DLA mobility from 
people in residential care - so that the 


travel costs for a visually impaired person 
to be accompanied by a sighted escort, or 
to use a taxi to visit relatives or meet 
friends will be taken away. 

This warped logic suggests that when 
you move from home into residential care, 
you suddenly have no need for outside 
contact, and that you are content to be 
tucked away from friends and community. 

If your readers are concerned over 
these callous and unjustified attacks on 
people with long-term sight impairment, 
they should write immediately to their 
MPs voicing their concerns. 

Huw Irranca-Davies, MP for Ogmore, 
House of Commons 


t74 Holton Ra«d 

Vale of lilamoTgan 
Cr63.lHN 



ANGLE CLOSE, BARRY 

• Well presented 2 bedroom end link 
property 

• Gas central heating & double glazed 

• Conservatory 

• Good sized gardens to front & rear 

• Stunning views over countryside 

• Viewing highly _ 

recommended 


£ 120,000 




I BOROUGH AVENUE, BARRY 

• Well presented 5 bedroom semi¬ 
detached property 

• Driveway to front for approx 2-3 cars 

• Two reception rooms 

• Double glazed & gas central heating 

• Enclosed rear garden 

• Offered 
freehold with 
no chain 


£179,950 


BERKROLLES AVENUE, 
ST ATHAN 
3 bedroom semi detached 
3 reception rooms 
Good size grounds 
Gas centrai heating 
Doubie giazing 
Offered freehoid with vacant 


£109,950 



BARRY ROAD, BARRY 

3 bedroom end terrace in 
popular location 
Gas central heating 
& Double glazed 
2 reception rooms 
Exceptionally large accommodation 
Offered with vacant possession 
and no Chains*— 



BRYN AWEL, 

BUHRILLS ROAD 

• 4 bedroom detached property 
in popular location 

• Gas central heating & Double glazed 

• 3 reception rooms 

• Garage, driveway & spacious well 
mainained gardens 

• Viewing highly 
recommended 


£244,950 



PORT ROAD EAST, BARRY 

3 bedroom semi detached in sought 
after location 

Gas central heating & double glazed 
Additional loft room 
Detached garage, workshop/utility 
room & driveway 

Backing directly onto countryside with 

panoramic rural views_ 

Viewing highly 
recommended 


GROVE ESTATES 



JENNER STREET, BARRY 

3 bedroom mid terrace in popular 
location 

Gas central heating & double glazed 
Newly decorated throughout 
Offered freehold, with vacant 
possession & no chain 
Ideal investment or first time buy 
Offers invited 



ST MARY’S AVENUE, BARRY 
3 bedroom bay fronted mid terrace 
in centrai iocation 

Gas centrai heating & doubie giazed 
Ideai investment/first time purchase 
Offered with vacant possession 
& no chain 


MAES YCWM STREET, BARRY | 
3 bedroom bay fronted mid terrace 
in central location 

Gas central heating & double glazed 
Very well presented throughout 
Viewing highly recommended 
Offered with vacant possession 
& no chain 

' Offers in excess of 


£130,000 



CHURCH ROAD, BARRY 

• 3 bedroom mid terrace in 
popular location 

• Gas central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Offered freehold with vacant 


PHILADELPHIA CLOSE, 

I BARRY 

• 3 bedroom semi detached in quiet 
cul de sac location 

• Gas central heating 

• Timber glazing 

• Good sized gardens 

• Off road parking 





ST PAUL’S AVENUE, BARRY | 

• 2 bedroom ground floor flat in 
West End location 

• Gas central heating 

• Partial double glazing 

• Communal rear garden shared with 1 | 
other flat 

• Would suit investor or first time buyer | 

• Offered with vacant 


£55,000 


ORELLANA HOUSE, BARRY 

• 2 bedroom second floor apartment 
in popular location 

• Centrai heating & doubie giazed 

• En suite to master bedroom 

• Under croft parking 

• Priced for quick saie 

• Vacant possession 
with no chain 


£119,950 


IWESTON COURT, BARRY 

1 bedroom first floor flat in popular 
location 

Electric heating & double glazed 
Newly decorated & very well 
presented throughout 
Communal rear garden 
Off street private parking 
Viewing essential to appreciate 
Offered 
leasehold 


£73,950 


01446 747474 


salesige-grove.co uk 


vrtwv e-arov€ co.uk 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Your guide to ‘what’s on 
and where’ in your area 


Floods 

service 

IN response to the 
recent catastrophic 
flooding in Brazil and 
Australia, All Saints 


Church in Victoria 
Square is holding a 
special service this 
Sunday, January 30, at 
lOam. It will have a 
Noah’s Ark theme and 
is suitable for all ages. 


Memories of 
childhood 



Cathryn Weatherhead: ‘Herbert and the cows’. 

AN exhibition in Bridgend Library oth- 
roughout February features illustrations 
by Bridgend-based illustrator Cathryn 
Weatherhead. 

Organised by Bridgend County Borough 
Council’s arts and community development and 
Bridgend library service, it takes viewers back to 
childhood nostalgia through combining mono¬ 
printing and collage with digital techniques. 


Si John s Sch(K)l R>rificavvl 


OPEN DAY 

TLj€ssay 1st February 2011 

\ mtiiy tfto ttia acfooi 

^ Wl 0» 


Is your child gifted but is not being 
driven to succeed? 

Does your child need additional 
nurturing and support but is being over¬ 
looked in a large class? 

Do you want your child to be in a friendly, 
happy school where all children thrive? 
Our environment of respect, discipline and 
academic excellence can bring out the best 
in your child and give them a wonderful 
grounding to take them through life. 
Come and visit St John’s and see 
what a difference we can make. 


Refreshments served 
afterwards. All are 
welcome. 

Valeways 

walks 

ON Sunday, January 
30 at 2pm, Penarth 
Parks revisited, starting 
from Penarth Clifftop 
car park. 

Contact 07971 
695780for details. 

Green 

meeting 

THE Vale of 
Glamorgan Green 
Party will hold a meet¬ 
ing at The Windsor, 
Windsor Road, 
Penarth, on January 
31. Details on website 
WWW. valegreenparty.org 
.uk 

NFUAGM 

MINISTER for Rural 
Affairs in Wales, Elin 
Jones AM, will be 
guest speaker at the 
Glamorgan NEU 
Cymru annual confer¬ 
ence on January 31 at 
7.30pm in Grove Golf 
Club, Cornelly. 

She will speak on a 
number of current poli¬ 
cy issues including 
bovine TB, Glastir and 
CAP reform. There will 
also be a question and 
answer session. 

Barry and 
Vale FoE 

THE next meeting of 
Barry and Vale EoE 
will be at 7.30pm, on 
Eebruary 1, in the 
Castle Hotel, Jewel 
Street, Barry. 

Incinerators remain 
high on the agenda, with 
the formation of a south 
Wales anti-incinerators 
group. 

Alun Cairns, AM/MP, 
has agreed to address 
the concerns of mem¬ 
bers, in the Castle Hotel, 
on February 17, at 
7.30pm, provided the 


Commons is not late in 
rising. 

Art society 

ON Thursday, 
Eebruary 3, at 7pm in 
the Old Hall, High 
Street, Cowbridge Art 
Society has a demon¬ 
stration using water¬ 
colours by Erank 
Collick. As always, 
non-members are wel¬ 
come to attend. 

Ysgol Sant 
Baruc 

AR ddydd Gwener y 
lonawr 14 cafodd 4 o 
blant o V adran iau ’r 
anrhydedd o weithio 
gyda Gwyneth Glyn sef 
un o feirdd plant 
Cymru. 

Bu Harri Edwards a 
Lucy Werrett o flwyddyn 
5 a Morgan Long a 
Harrison Burbidge o 
flwyddyn 6 yn llyfrgell y 
Barri am y dydd yn 
barddoni. 

ON Friday, January 14, 
four pupils from the 
junior department had 
the honour of attending 
a workshop with the 
singer/songwriter and 
children’s poet Gwyneth 
Glyn. 

Lucy Werrett and 
Harri Edwards from 
year-5 and Morgan 
Long and Harrison 
Burbidge from year-6 
spent the day at Barry 
Library writing poems. 

LIFT raises 
spirits! 

VOLUNTARY organi¬ 
sation LIET (Life Is 
Eor Today), a self-help 
group for those affect¬ 
ed by breast cancer, 
meets regularly to 
offer support and 
friendship for people 
living in the Vale. 

On January 16, the 
group travelled to 
Cardiff to see Mama 
Mia, followed on 
January 19 by a New 


Year lunch at Trio’s 
Brasserie in Cowbridge. 

The next LIFT group 
meeting will be in 
Cowbridge on 
Wednesday February 2, 
between 10 am and 1pm 
for relaxation therapies, 
including reflexology. 
Reiki and Indian head 
massage. 

On February 16 from 
2pm to 4pm, Heather 
Drake, hair designer and 
wig maker, will give a 
talk and demonstration 
of styles to further ‘lift’ 
spirits! 

New members are 
welcome. Contact 
Hilary on 01446 749756 
or Anne on 01446 
772843 for further 
information. 

Cancer 

appeal 

LOCAL fundraisers 
for Cancer Research 
UK will be hosting a 
coffee morning on 
Eebruary 18 at the 
RAEA Club on Station 
Hill, Porthcawl, at 
Ham. 

Admission £1, coffee 
and biscuits, usual stalls 
and raffle. 

On March 19, at 
12.30pm, the Hi Tide 
will again be the venue 
for the annual Fish and 
Chip lunch. Tickets £7, 
includes coffee, stalls 
and raffle. 

Dinas Powys 

Music 

Festival 

ARRANGEMENTS 
are in hand for this 
popular annual festi¬ 
val, which has been 
moved forward to May 
8 - May 15. 

The programme will 
range from orchestral to 
male voice choir, jazz, 
instrumental and choral, 
plus local schools will 
be involved. 


COMPETITION IS GO! 

Win Gerry Anderson 
stamps with The GEM 

ROYAL MAIL is in elephants, Siberian stamps and to see actual 


‘super’ mode to 
start the new year, 
with an amazing 
selection of com¬ 
memorative stamps 
for 2011 - taking off 
in style with a trib¬ 
ute to Gerry 
Anderson, the 
genius behind the 
groundbreaking 
cult TV series 
Super car and 
Thunderbirds. 

Readers of The 
Glamorgan GEM can 
help Royal Mail cele¬ 
brate the forthcoming 
programme by entering 
our stamp competitions 
from January to 
December. 

This year, we will be 
giving you the chance to 
win presentation packs 
of stamps that will fea¬ 
ture images of African 


tigers. Merlin the magi¬ 
cian, the Royal 
Shakespeare company, 
Olympic athletes, the 
crown jewels and chil¬ 
dren’s favourite, 

Thomas the Tank 
Engine! 

The lucky winners of 
the stunning presenta¬ 
tion stamps in this 
month’s competition 
will be delighted with 
the ‘motion picture’ 
images on a special 
miniature sheet of four 
stamps included in the 
presentation pack. 

When the images are 
tilted back and forth, the 
iconic opening sequence 
of Thunderbirds is 
played, launching: 5, 4, 
3, 2, 1! 

Gerry Anderson said: 
“I feel incredibly proud 
that my work has been 
chosen to appear on a 
set of Royal Mail 


animation of the open¬ 
ing scenes of 
Thunderbirds appear on 
the motion stamps is 
really wonderful.” 

To enter the competi¬ 
tion, all you have to do 
is answer the following 
question: 

Gerry Anderson cre¬ 
ated which of these pro¬ 
grammes: 

a) Thunderbirds 

b) XEactor 

c) Strictly Come 

Dancing? 

Send your entries on 
a postcard, marked 
‘Gerry Anderson 

stamps’, to The 
Glamorgan GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CE71 7EL 
by Eriday, Eebruary 4. 

Judge’s decision is 
final and no correspon¬ 
dence will be entered 
into - good luck! 


Cymdeithas Gymraeg 

Dinas Powys Welsh Society 


O HER WYD D 
tywydd garw bu 
rhaid gohirio 

gwasanaeth mis 
Ragfyr o weithgared- 
dau Cymdeithas 
Gymraeg Dinas 
Powys ond pleser yw 
cyhoeddi ein bod yn 
ail-gydio yn ein 
hamserlen ar y 7fed 
Chwefror am 7.30 yn 
Neuadd Eglwys San 
Pedr. 

Edrychwn ymlaen yn 
fawr iawn at gael cwmni 
Philip Harvard sy’n 
berchen ar siop 
‘Antiques ’ yn y Bontfaen. 
Ee fydd yn son am “hen 
bethau” ac yn si’r o agor 
ein llygaid i werthoedd 
rhai creiriau. 


Croeso mawr i unrhyw 
un ymuno a ni — a pwy 
a ’yr -wrth wrando ar yr 
arbenigwr efalle wnewch 
chi ddarganfod fod yna 
declyn gwerthfawr yn 
cuddio yng nghefn cwp- 
wrdd yn eich t’chi! 

IC 

Dinas Powys Welsh 
Society was forced 
to cancel its 
Christmas pro¬ 
gramme due to bad 
weather, but is 
returning to the 
timetable on 

February 7 at St 


Peters Church Hall 
at 7.30 pm. 

We look forward to 
welcoming Philip 

Harvard, who owns an 
antiques shop in 
Cowbridge. 

He will talk to us 
about antiques and I’m 
sure will open our eyes to 
the value of various 
items. 

We welcome anyone 
to join us, and who 
knows - having listened 
to the expert you may 
discover that you have a 
valuable item lurking at 
the back of the cupboard! 

IC 


Private parties negotiable! 


A Delightful dining experience,,, 
RESTAURANT and 
TAKE-AWAY menus 

Lunchtimes & Evenings 


FREE LUNCH PRIZE DRAW 

for lunchtime diners selecting our 

2 Course Special 
£9.95 Adults/£6.50 Children 

(Winners selected end February) 


OPEN: Sunday to Thursday: 

12 noon - 2.30pm • 5.00pm - 10.30pm 
Friday to Saturday: 

12 noon - 2.30pm • 5.00pm - 11.00pm 

Unit 1, Britannia House 
Penny Lane, COWBRIDGE 

(Situated behind Town Hall Car Park) 

- Telephone orders welcome ' 
T: 01446 771668 
F: 01446 773539 


www.riverview668.co.uk 


VMdiiig fayre ^ !} 

The Cardiff Marriott [' / (d ^ 

11.00am-4.00pm-FreeAdmission 


» • * I * ' 


Free on-site parking with complimentary 
House of Fraser goodie bags 

www.eternitywithlove.co.uk 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <S microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 653456 

VYVYW.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



DONOR SESSIONS 


THE Welsh Blood 
Service is holding 
the following donor 
sessions in the area. 

Old School, South 
Road, Sully, Thursday, 
February 3, 10am-6pm. 

Mobile Donation 
Clinic, Sainsbury Store, 
Y Dderwen, Sam, 
Bridgend, Friday, 

February 4, 10.45am- 
1.45pm and 3.15pm- 
6.30pm. (Please call 
01443 622193 or e-mail 
donor.appointments@wa 
les.nhs.uk to make 
appointment.) 

Bedwas Hall, 

Memorial Hall, 

Gladstone Road, Barry, 
Tuesday, February 8, 
10am-6pm. 

Llantwit Major Youth 
Centre, Station Road, 
Llantwit Major, Monday, 


February 21, 10am-6pm; 
Tuesday, February 22, 
10am-6pm. 

Brackla Community 
Centre, The Triangle, 
Brackla, Friday, 

February 25, 10am-6pm. 

Visit www.welsh- 
blood.org.uk or call 
0800 252266 for further 
details. 


SCOUT 

JUMBLE 

THE 1st Dinas 
Powys Scout group 
jumble sale is on 
Saturday, Eebruary 
5, at 1.30 pm in the 
Scout Hall, 

Highwalls Road, 
Dinas Powys. 

Admission 50p. 


HOST FAMILIES 
URGENTLY REQUIRED 

to accommodate European students. 
Short or long stay. 

Excellent remuneration. 
Telephone Chris on 01792 460085 
or mobile 07876 497459 










































Vale of Glamorgan 

BUILDING 



B uilders and develop¬ 
ers who use the build¬ 
ing regulation service 
in the Vale of Glamorgan, 
will be attending the 
Building Awards dinner 
organised through the 
Building Control Group of 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council. 

For the eighth year in succession, it 
wiii be heid at the Best Western 
Mount Sorrei Hotei, Barry on January 
28 . 

Nominations for the awards are 
provided by the councii’s buiiding con- 
troi surveyors, who are responsibie 
for the supervision of the projects as 
they progress on site, through to the 
compietion of buiiding work. 

Coun Jeffrey James, Cabinet 
Member for Pianning and 
Transportation at the Vaie of 
Giamorgan Councii, stated: ‘This is 
the eighth successive year of the 
Buiiding Awards and we have great 
pieasure in providing recognition to 
buiiders and deveiopers who are 
determined to provide a high quaiity 
customer-orientated service. 

“The Buiiding Awards go to show 
yet again that there are many 


instances where high-quaiity con¬ 
struction projects have been under¬ 
taken within the Vaie of Giamorgan. 

“It is important that buiiders and 
deveiopers are recognised for aii the 
right reasons, and the awards have 
been gratefuiiy received over the pre¬ 
vious years” 

Marcus Goidsworthy, Operationai 
Manager for the Deveiopment and 
Buiiding Controi Group, said: 

“Buiiding Reguiations now piay a big 
part whenever we decide to make 
aiterations, extend or construct new 
buiidings. With recent changes to the 
pianning process and the devoive- 
ment of the buiiding reguiations to the 
Weish Assembiy, reducing carbon 
emissions wiii be at the forefront of 
the iegisiation changes we wiii see in 
the coming years.” 

Everyone has a part to piay in con¬ 
serving energy and reducing carbon 
emissions, as it impacts on us aii, 
from househoider to major deveioper. 
Changing the way we construct buiid¬ 
ings to make them more sustainabie 
wiii be a big ask for our deveiopers. 

Ensuring that buiidings are con¬ 
structed in accordance with current 
buiiding reguiations requires a high 
standard of workmanship, and the 
buiiders nominated this year have 
proven that they can meet this 


requirement. 

The Buiiding Controi Group is with¬ 
in the Pianning and Transportation 
Division of the Vaie Councii. 

Head of Service Rob Thomas stat¬ 
ed: “Deveiopment of any size increas- 
ingiy has a major impact on the day- 
to-day iives of people who are under¬ 
taking buiiding projects. 

“Uitimateiy, it is the builder who has 
the major responsibility in satisfying 
not oniy the customer needs, but aiso 
statutory bodies. The Buiiding 
Awards wiii heip assist the buiider 
and deveioper meet these needs as 
weii as giving them weii-deserved 
recognition for consistentiy carrying 
out work of a high standard.” 

Winners of the Vaie event wiii go 
forward to the LABC south Waies 
Buiiding Awards dinner at the Vaie of 
Giamorgan Goif & Spa Resort, 
Hensoi, on Aprii 8, which wiii be host¬ 
ed by teievision personaiity Jason 
Mohammed. 

The uitimate achievement can be 
recognised at nationai ievei, where 
the winners of the south Waies event 
wiii be nominated into the LABC 
Nationai Buiiding Awards, which wiii 
inciude nominations from most of the 
iocai authorities throughout Waies 
and Engiand, in London this October. 



This year’s award categories are: 
Extension/Aiteration • Home Conversion • New Dweiiings 
• Sociai Affordabie Housing • Pubiic Community Building 


The Vaie of Giamorgan Buiiding Controi Awards are kindiy sponsored by 


Nh- hi I 


-iaU 


Gi eEM* 





LABC 

CYMRU 


BRO MORGANNWG 
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Vale of Glamorgan Council Building Excelience Awards 2011 

Category: Extensions/Alterations ^ 


Limes Court Lodge 
The Limes, Cowbridge 


Agent; 1010 Architects of Penarth 
Contractor; Mike Hopkins of Barry 


This scheme 
involved the refur¬ 
bishment and 
extension of an ’L 
shaped cottage into 
a ‘U’-shaped 
dwelling. This 
included new 
ground and first 
floors and new 
roofs. 

Together with the 
extension, the property 
now includes on the 
ground floor a kitchen / 
dining / living room, 
cloakroom, utility room 
and a second living 
room. 

On the first floor, 
there are two bedrooms 
with en-suite bathrooms, 
two other bedrooms and 
a family bathroom. 

The original cottage 
had been extended to a 
poor standard many 
years previously, and 
presented unforeseen 
logistical problems to 
the builder. 

However, with con¬ 
siderable attention to 
detail, these problems 
were overcome. 



Unfortunately, during 
the course of the build¬ 
ing work, the builder 
succumbed to a termi¬ 
nal illness; but to the 
credit of his family and 
workforce, their commit¬ 
ment to completing the 
project to his exacting 
standards was para¬ 
mount. 

The result is a superb 
conversion of a rather 
non-descript property 
into a highly desirable 
dwelling of superior 
standard and finish. 




1010 Architects. 

We are delighted 
to be nominated for 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Awards. 


studio 1, The Coach House 
Stanwell Road. Penarth 
CF64 3EU, UK 

info@1010architects.com 
+44 (0)29 2071 0100 
www.1010architects.com 


14 Park Road, 
Barry 


Agent; 

Peter Jenkins, of 

Cowbridge 

Contractor; 

Robert Ashman of Rhoose 


The old adage ‘the only way is up’ was 
fully embraced in this project, to convert 
the existing loft space of a first floor flat 
overlooking Barry Town waterfront. 

Submitted under a Building Notice, it maximises 
the potential use of the original roof structure by 
creating a wealth of extra living space. 

The conversion saw the addition of three spa¬ 
cious bedrooms, one with en-suite, and a sizeable 
bathroom. 

The contractor overcame many challenges 
throughout the project, incorporating measures 
over and above the standards required by Building 
Regulations. 

The conversion has been insulated to a high 
standard, with the emphasis on ensuring a high 
degree of fire safety throughout. 

It involved a substantial structural upgrade of the 
roof structure, all of which was carried out with 
great care and consideration in order to minimise 
disturbance to the storey below. 

Key features and finishes, such as specialist 
crafted newel posts and balustrading to comple¬ 
ment the existing staircase, have been conscien¬ 
tiously implemented throughout the project. 

A high standard of workmanship, coupled with a 
meticulous approach to achieving the desired finish, 
ensured a final product that is both luxurious and in 
keeping with the contemporary theme of the 
property. 



R. S. A s hman 

Builder and Contractor 


Specialising in Design + Build 


18 Smeaton Close 
Rhoose 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF62 3FU 

Telephone: 01446 711578 
Mobile: 07951 224688 


19, Brean 
Close, Sully 


Contractor; Warren Baker 



This project was carried out under a 
Building Notice, a form of Building 
Regulation application that does not 
receive prior approval of drawings and 
specification. 

This puts the onus on the builder to ensure com¬ 
pliance with Building Regulations and requires his 
close liaison with Building Control. Fortunately, this 
worked like clockwork. 

Although on the surface a simple extension, the 
work involved forming an opening in the existing 
timber frame dwelling. 

It had to be carefully executed to a high stan¬ 
dard, to ensure structural stability and protection to 
the timber frame. 

The work also required that foundations bridge 
over existing drainage, which again needed careful 
execution to protect the drains. 

The roof includes a vaulted ceiling with roof light. 
The general standard of work is excellent, especial¬ 
ly the face brickwork. 


22 Marine Drive, 
Ogmore By Sea 


Agent; James Carter; Alan Barker of 
Caidiff 

Contractor; A One Construction 


Complete 
Project Services 

New Build, Loft 
and Barn Conversions 

The team at A One Construction in 
Bridgend, use their wide 
experience of the buiiding 
process to provide advice and 
support from the pianning stage 
through to finai compietion. 

“We provide building services from 
small extensions to full house build, 
but whatever the project; service is 
our priority. Sometimes something 
so simple as choosing kitchen tiles 
with a client can help a project go 
smoothly, but that is just part of the 
service we offer.” 


A One Construction 


To find out more please contact Fiona Evans directly on 
01656 849395 or 07866 769442 or visit www.aonebuilder.co.uk 




The original property com¬ 
prised a split level design of 
traditional construction. It has 
been completely transformed 
by the demolition and replace¬ 
ment of a single-storey rear 
extension with a 
new two-storey 
extension. 


Bristol Channel. 

The logistics were complicated, 
but the contractor overcame all 
problems to achieve a dwelling of 
modernist design, with a high 
standard of workmanship, which is 
reflected in the finished product. 


Extensive internal 
alterations have also 
been carried out to pro¬ 
vide sumptuous living 
accommodation. 

The existing roof was 
removed and replaced 
to provide a bedroom, 
gallery and study. The 
building was designed 
to maximise the 
location adjacent to the 
beach at Ogmore, by 
providing uninterrupted 
views over the 


JAMES CARTER:ALAN BARKER 
PARTNERSHIP 

CHARTERED ARCHITECTS & PLANNING CONSULTANTS 


We are pleasecd to be 
nominatecd for The Builcding 
Excellence Awards 2011 


BANK CHAMBERS, 92 NEWPORT ROAD, 
CARDIFF CF24 1 DO • Tel: 02920 455444 
E-Mail: register@JCABP.co.uk 


The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards are kindly sponsored by 


Si fii.lK I 
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Vale of Glamorgan Council Building Excellence Awards 2011 

Category: New Dwellings 


LABC 




Goly^, 

Colwinston 


Agent; Des Oakley of 
Porthcawl 

Contractor; A. J. Banks 
Building Contractors Ltd 


The work comprised a new dwelling, 
which replaced a defective/dilapidated 
bungalow. The building has been designed 
to maximise views over open countryside. 

It has been constructed to a high specification, 
both structurally and decoratively, including fixtures 
and fittings. 

Energy conservation was a major factor in the 
design. The dwelling incorporates a ground source 
heat pump to power the underfloor heating system. 

The perimeter cavity walls were constructed to a 
high thermal efficiency, providing a U-value of 0.14 
w/m2k. Similarly, the roof construction was insulat¬ 
ed to a high specification, achieving a U-value of 
0.11 w/m2k. The roof construction incorporates 
solar panels to supplement the hot water supply 
and photovoltaic cells to generate electricity. 

The system is licensed to generate electricity, 
which is sold back to the grid. 

The windows are high efficiency products import¬ 
ed from Denmark, being triple glazed. The ground 
floor construction was also insulated to a high spec¬ 
ification, providing a U-value of 0.14w/m2k. A rain 
water harvesting system provides filtered water for 
the toilets. 

The result is a carbon neutral house using high 
standards of insulation and alternative sources of 
energy. 

The attention to detail by the builder and the 
owner throughout the construction has resulted in a 
superb dwelling, with all fittings, and fixtures includ¬ 
ing decoration being finished to a high standard 
and tasteful design. 





A.J. Banks 
Builders Ltd 



Proud nominees for the 
‘New Dwellings’ category 
with this Golygfa, 
Colwinston dwelling 

• New Build • Bam Conversions 
• All types of building work 
and maintenance 

Specialising in BREEAM standard 

Glas Fryn, Hendre Lane, Coity, Bridgend CF35 6RB. 
Tel/Fax: 01656 768444 

Mobile: 07814 779587 
Email: dmbanks59@gmail.com 
NHBC Registered House Builder - 
Registration No. 50375 




'r 


Trem y Glyn, 

SWindmill __ ^ 

I a no STi^ ^ ,; 

Cowbridge 



Agent; Don Mitchell of 
Cowbridge 

Contractor; Mead Bro 
Constructions 


Two new dwellings have been built in the 
grounds of a former bungalow, set within a 
large residential curtilage in this elevated 
area of Cowbridge. 

The properties are mirror images of each other 
and are finished externally in buff coloured stone¬ 
faced blockwork and tiled roofs. 

Precast concrete beam and block floors were 
utilised on both ground and first floor, whilst the roof 
was designed as attic trusses to maximise potential. 

The accommodation provides for most of the liv¬ 
ing space on ground floor level to benefit from the 
views over open countryside to the south. 

To enhance this attraction, raised patio areas are 
also included to the rear. The space beneath has 
been put to use as garden storage rooms. 

The large entrance hall has an ornate split-direc¬ 
tion oak staircase leading to the first floor where 
there are 4 large bedrooms, most with en-suite 
bathrooms, a further family bathroom, and a stair¬ 
case leading to bedrooms in the attic spaces. 

The builders have maintained close contact with 
Building Control during the project, which displays a 
high standard of finish throughout. 


Projects nominated 3 years running 

RIBA Chartered Architect 

Don Mitchell 
Associates 


Award winning Architecture 



Traditional and contemporary design 
Historic and Listed Buildings 
From planning to completion 

01446 771218 

Top floor, 39 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
donaldmitchell@btconnect.com 


Penlan, 

Cowbridge 


Agent; Connections Design 
of Cardiff 

Contractor; Sean Kelly 
Construction 


This new dwelling was built on the site of 
an old bungalow, set in an elevated plot on 
the edge of the hamlet of Penlan. 

Due to restrictions imposed by the Planning 
Department, the ridge height of the new building 
could not exceed that of the former building. 

Hence this development required substantial 
groundwork to reduce levels beforehand. 

The two-storey bungalow was designed to max¬ 
imise the views over the Thaw Valley and 
Cowbridge, with the main living and kitchen areas 
being situated on the south elevation. 

On the north elevation, an imposing oak beam 
and post entrance structure leads into a hallway, 
with a splendid bespoke curved oak staircase lead¬ 
ing to first floor accommodation. 

The dressed stonework on some external walls 
has been repeated internally on the chimney 
breasts; while the other external finishes are a mix¬ 
ture of render and horizontal cladding. 

The dwelling benefits from a ground-source heat¬ 
ing system set in adjoining land to the south. 
Drainage involves a bio-disc treatment plant and 
associated soakaway, while substantial photo-volta¬ 
ic panels are situated on the south facing roof of the 
detached garage. 

The builder maintained close contact with 
Building Control and has achieved high standards 
of workmanship rarely displayed in the modern 
building industry. 



S. T. Kelly 
Construction Ltd 


All aspects of building work undertaken 

DOMESTIC AND 
COMMERCIAL SPECIALIST 

Including extensions, 
alterations and new builds. 

Delighted to be nominated for 

The Vale of Glamorgan 
Council Building Awards 

_20n_ 

15 Gorse Place, FAIRWATER Cardiff CF5 3HP 
Tel: 029 2056 1599 
Fax: 029 2056 9845 
Mobile: 07968 859095 
Email: j.kelly4@btinternet.com 


Gwaun 

Wen 

Farm, 

Hensol 



Agent; Phillip Wynne 
Architect of Cowbridge 
Contractor; 

Ian Watts Carpentry 


This work was proposed as a substantial 
extension to an existing traditional farm¬ 
house, but as work progressed, it became 
impractical to complete as an extension, 
to the point where it was then considered 
to be a new dwelling. 

The main building envelope replicates the foot¬ 
print of the original dwelling, with the inclusion of 
single-storey side extensions, a detached garage 
and office, and a basement parking area. 

The rear garden / patio area is raised above the 
basement parking section and provides uninterrupt¬ 
ed views over the surrounding countryside. 

The traditionally-built dwelling has local dressed 
stone cladding to the single storey and garage. The 
other external finishes are of render and slated 
roofs. The detailing of the external stonework is 
complemented internally by many bespoke features 
and finishes. 

Due to the complexity of the ground-work in par¬ 
ticular, the builder maintained close liaison with 
Building Control. The standard of building work and 
finishes is exemplary and the finished product is 
well worthy of inclusion in our awards scheme. 


Ian Watts Carpentry 



PROUD TO BE NOMINATED IN 
THE NEW DWELLINGS CATEGORY 


FOR THIS VALE PROJEQ 

• All aspects of property maintenance 

• Roofing • Carpentry Inside/Outside 

Call Ian on 07990 590677 or 
E-Mail: ianwatts40@talktalk.net 


The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards are kindly sponsored by 


Si IimIK I 


Hi GEM* 
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Vale of Glamorgan Council Building Excelience Awards 2011 

Category: Social Affordable Housing 





146-152 Court Road, Barry 


Applicant: Cadarn Housing Group, Tongwynlais 
Agent: Davies Llewelyn & Jones LLP of Cardiff 
Contractor: TVemlett & Griffiths of Maesteg 


The work consisted of four 4-storey ter¬ 
raced properties with communal parking 
at the rear. 

The design was of traditional construction 
masonry walls, beam & block floor on the ground 
floor, timber floors on the upper floors with tradition¬ 
al cut roof. 

As the properties were over 4 storeys, with no 
alternative exit from the upper storey, they needed 
to be fitted with a sprinkler system throughout. 

The work was carried out to an excellent stan¬ 
dard, reflected in the air-pressure test results being 
well below the required standard of 5 - proving 
that good workmanship can achieve the require¬ 
ments set out in the building regulations. 

The energy performance certificates (EPCs) to 
the properties indicated an energy efficiency level 
B in both performance and environmental impact of 
the project. 

Pre-completion sound testing was also under¬ 
taken on the separating walls and the results were 
well within the minimum guidelines required in the 
approved documents (Part E ). 


This project was executed by a professional 
team, who maintained a close liason with Building 
Control. 

The result is a quality development that is ideally 
suited to its location and certainly achieved its 
design concept. 

davies llewelyn and jones 

CHARTERED ARCHITECTS 


The Maltings, East Tyndall Street, 

Cardiff Boy, Cardiff CF24 5EA. 

Tel: 029 2046 4433 • Fox: 029 2046 4345 
daviesllewe^@aol .com 



61-73, Main Street, Barry 


Agent: Tony King Architects of Penarth 
Contractor: Mi-space (UK) Ltd / 

Project Manager - David Bryant 


This prominent urban regeneration scheme in central Barry, consists of five 
3- bedroom town houses and 15 one and two bedroom apartments, with open 
plan kitchen/living areas; all with separate access over three storeys. 

Traditional methods of construc¬ 
tion were used and the site, in a 
built-up residential/commercial area, 
also had to overcome congestion, 
due to access and storage con¬ 
straints. 

The building contractor worked 
sympathetically with the residents, 
ensuring the roads around the area 
were kept clean and tidy - and hav¬ 
ing high regard for health and safety. 

The contractors’ site management 
team maintained constant contact 
with Building Control throughout the 
project, which helped ensure the 
success of this development. 


TONY KING 

ARCHITECTS HD 
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Pleased to be nominated for 
The Vale of Glamorgan Building Awards 

for Jacksons Quay - Phase 1 
and Main Street, Barry 



Jacksons Quay - Phase 1 Site E7, Barry Waterfront 


Applicant: Newydd Housing Association 
Agent: Tony King Architects of Penarth 
Contractor: Mi-space (UK) Ltd / 

Project Manager - Mark Perry 


This first phase development consists of two 
blocks of one 4-bedroom, four 3-bedroom, town- 
houses and one, 2-storey, 2-bedroom house, and 
combines elegance and style on the Waterfront, 
making it a highly desirable place to live. 

The properties are of traditional masonry con¬ 
struction with flat roofs, cream coloured rendering 
with coloured render panels and juliet type bal¬ 
conies. 

Numerous site meetings were held between 
the building contractor, architect, developer and 
building control, to discuss how the project would 
develop through the construction process and 
any technical issues that arose. 

As a consequence of this team approach, the 
first phase was constructed to a high quality 
standard of workmanship, which was a major fac¬ 
tor in its success. 


This scheme involved 10 

own houses and two 2-storey houses 

with parking. 

‘^mi-soace 

j 

We are deligtited to be nominated tor the 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Excellence Awards 2011 

Midas House, 6 Cae Gwyrdd, 
Greenmeadow Springs Business Park, 
Tongwynlais, Cardiff, CF15 TAB 

For more information about Mi-space visit 

www.mi-spaceuk.com 
Tel. 02920 920060 



The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards are kindly sponsored by 


A Newydd 

Proud to be working with 
the Vale of Glamorgan Council 

What do we do? 

Newydd Housing Association working across 
Wales providing 2,500 affordable and high 
quality homes for rent and sale. We develop 
housing for families and individuals in areas 
where needs are greatest. Homes we develop 
are attractive, spacious, accessible and energy 
efficient. 

Thank you 

We are delighted to be nominated for the 
Vale of Glamorgan Council Building Excellence 
Awards 201 I .Thank you to our contractors 
Mi-space and Tremlett & Griffiths for completing 
high quality developments at Jacksons Quay, 

Main Street and Court Road, in Barry. 

Newydd,Ty Cadarn, 5 Village Way,Tongwynlais, 
Cardiff CF15 7NE.Tel: 02920 629386 
enquiries@newydd.co.uk - www.newydd.co.uk 

Facebook page: Newydd 
Twitter: @NewyddHousing 
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Category: 

Home Conversion 


Hensol Castle Park, Hensol 


Agentz/Contractor: Mr Leeke 



it 

if 

1 






This development is set within the 
grounds of a grade-1 listed building, 
known as Hensol Castle. The nine former 
isolation wards of the previous hospital 
site have been transformed into six luxury 
apartments per unit. 

They have been extended by the use of modern 
glass conservatories, bringing the outdoors inside, 
while making the most of the stunning rural land¬ 
scaping. 

The developer had to base the designs on strict 
planning constraints, due to the listing of the whole 
development; - hence the need for care during the 
construction process. 

Pre-construction sound testing was carried out 
on each unit to enable the developer to have a 
base for the sound insulation design and thermal 
element requirements. 

During the construction process, the developer 
had not only to take care in preserving the enve¬ 


lope of the existing units but the landscape had to 
be protected due to tree preservation orders 

Very little of the existing external envelope was 
altered, the main alterations to these units were to 
the rear elevation. 

The interior of external walls were lined with 
insulated products and air conditioning systems 
installed to control the living environment. 

The end result was the creation of high quality 
finished apartments well sound-proofed and insulat¬ 
ed,to give a new lease of life to formerly empty hos¬ 
pital isolation units. 

As the owner and contractor of the scheme are 
one and the same, the quality of finish and site con¬ 
trol of the whole construction process could be 
closely monitored. 

A development team approach was employed 
between the owner/contractor, conservation officer, 
planning officer and the building control officer, 
which was a major factor in the success of the 
scheme. 


Category: Public 
Community Buildings 


Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 

School, ... __ 

Cowbridge jp™ 1 1 Ss a3j|||| 



Applicant: The Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
Contractor/Agent: Carillion 



This secondary school development is 
constructed over three levels, combining 
traditional building methods and modern 
techniques. 

Good communication between the project man¬ 
ager, Property Services co-ordinator, Clerk of 
Works and the Building Control staff made for a 
good project to manage. 

The management co-ordinator and trade teams 
ensured that fire safety acoustics, thermal and dis¬ 
abled access requirements met the appropriate 
standards. 

The constant control of health and safety was 
very well co-ordinated throughout. 

The design theme of this modern school devel¬ 
opment complements and sits well within the site. 




MAKING TOMORROW 
A BETTER PLACE 





Carillion are 
delighted to be 
nominated for 
the 2010LABC 
Awards 


For further information, please contact: 
Mark Wusthoff - Operations Manager 
Carillion Building 
East Moors House, Nettlefold Road 
Ocean Park 
Cardiff, CF24 5JO 

Telephone: 029 2043 6450 
Facsimile: 029 2043 6455 
Web Site: www.carillionplc.com 


146-152 Court Road, Barry 


Applicant; Cadarn Housing Group, Tongwynlais 
Agent; Davies Llewellyn & Jones LLP of Cardiff 
Contractor; Tremlett & Griffiths of Maesteg 



Work involved the conversion and exten¬ 
sion to the disused chapel into eight sub¬ 
stantial 2-bedroom flats over three 
storeys, with an undercroft to allow vehi¬ 
cle access to the communal parking area. 

A new internal shell was constructed so the con¬ 
verted building met thermal requirements and build¬ 
ing regulations. The internal upper floors were con¬ 
structed with traditional timber floors with a floating 
floor to achieve the required sound levels. 


Due to the increased travel distance from flat 
entrance doors to the protected stairway, automatic 
openable vents were provided in the lobby area. 

The workmanship was carried out to a high stan¬ 
dard and this was reflected in the sound test results 
being better than the requirements of the building 
regulations. 

There was a good working partnerhip between 
the architect and builder throughout this develop¬ 
ment. 


Trinity Street, Barry 


Agent; Peter C. Moseley RIBA of Barry 
Contractor; Edward Davies Construction Ltd 


The site is located 
north of the High 
Street in a mainly 
residential area, near 
two schools. 

It is located predominant¬ 
ly on the footprint of an old 
church hall and the pro¬ 
posed construction includes 
a new church hall at lower 
and upper floor level, 
together with ancillary 
accommodation. 

The method of construc¬ 
tion is traditional, using 
load-bearing 

brickwork/blockwork walls 
with a glulam laminated tim¬ 
ber portal frame. 

The volume of the build¬ 
ing is considered critical to 
its design and it was decid¬ 
ed to exclude any space 
that could not be used effi¬ 
ciently. A roof void was therefore ruled out, with the 
exposed Glulam portal frame supporting the slate 
roof. 

The external wall finish combines locally-sourced 
natural stonework that will provide a historical link 
with the adjacent church. A mixture of dark blue 
anthracite and smooth blue engineering brickwork 
with contrasting smooth rendered blockwork pro¬ 
vides a clean contemporary feel. 

To emphasise the entrance elevation, an area of 
vertical natural Welsh salvaged slate rain-screen 
cladding within the gable has been incorporated, 
together. The original inscription stone was sal¬ 
vaged from the old hall and set in corbelled brick¬ 
work. 



The windows are Iroko hardwood with specialist 
concrete component sills. The fascias and soffits 
are timber, with aluminium rainwater goods. 

The proposed building is separated from the 
church by means of a narrow access route that 
serves both buildings. The building forms its own 
boundary to Trinity Street and is enclosed by a low 
natural stone wall with galvanised railing to the 
north elevation. 

Due to the lack of storage area on the site, the 
building contractor worked sympathetically with resi¬ 
dences and pedestrians, ensuring health and safety 
at all times. Access was on the hill between two 
schools and in the extreme weather conditions, 
dust was kept to a minimium. 


The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards are kindly sponsored by 
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Sponsors of the 
VoG Building 
Excellence Awards 2011 


ACD Skips 


The Glamorgan 
GEM 

THE Glamorgan GEM is proud to once 
again co-sponsor the 8th annual Vale of 
Glamorgan Building Awards. 

As the Vale’s most widely-read weekly news¬ 
paper, we are committed to supporting the com¬ 
munity as a whole, and local businesses in par¬ 
ticular, especially at such a difficult time eco¬ 
nomically. 

As such it gives us genuine pleasure to pub¬ 
licly acknowledge their professional achieve¬ 
ments - and what better way to do this than 
through these prestigious Vale of Glamorgan 
Council awards? 

The nominees listed in this special supple¬ 
ment had to fight off formidable competition to 
get this far and they can be justifiably proud of 
themselves 

The GEM, too, is pleased to play its part in 
honouring this Vale success story. 

Caroline Attya, General Manager 


ACD Skips is a famiiy run company 
that was set up in Bridgend as a one 
iorry operation in 1993. 

The company has grown in size quite consid¬ 
erably and has overcome many hurdles, due to 
the vast changes in Environmental Legislation 
and Waste Policies. 

The Directors have heavily re-invested since 
its inception and the company has experi¬ 
enced many economic downturns throughout 
its life. 

It currently runs a fleet of waste collection 
vehicles with its own maintenance facility, and 
operates a materials recycling centre at prem¬ 
ises on Brynmenyn Inustrial Estate, Bridgend - 
which is a central base with easy M4 access. 

The company is progressive and open to 
any new waste reduction initiatives and active¬ 
ly pursues new waste recycling ideas. 

It continues to source waste streams to 
recycling end-users. Understanding the require¬ 
ments of its customers together with good 
service remains a top priority. 


barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 

llantwit-nn^or-today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 

Best Western 
Mount Sorrel 
Hotel, Barry 

THE MOUNT SORREL is a traditional 
hotel, offering a warm and friendly wel¬ 
come to corporate and leisure guests. 

For those looking for a unique fitness experi¬ 
ence, Mount Sorrel has a fully-equipped Health 
Club with modern cardio vascular technology, 
along with an indoor heated swimming pool 
and sauna. This exclusive club is ideal for peo¬ 
ple who wish to relax after work. 

The Mount Sorrel is not only renowned for 
good food, fine wines and hospitality, the hotel 
also offers a venue for wedding ceremonies, 
for up to 120 guests. 

Mount Sorrel is also an ideal venue for cor¬ 
porate meetings and conferences. 

Steve Nicholls 
Estate Agents 

WE are an independent family-run estate agents 
located in High Street in the west end of Barry. 

We have over 25 years experience in selling, 
buying and letting property. We offer all of our 
clients a very friendly, helpful and professional 
service in all aspects of residential and commer¬ 
cial property. 

Our service includes; no sale, no fee; no con¬ 
tract and no VAT - making it easier to sell your 
home, with accompanied viewings seven days a 
week, regular feedback and sales updates, 
together with national advertising and numerous 
internet sites promoting property for our clients to 
a large audience nationally. 

We offer very competitive fees to all our clients 
and a very honest and professional service. 


Read your GEM 
online for free! 

Simply register your details 
and log-on to each of our local 
fully digital editions - weekly! 


Ivorfire - 
Safety Services 

SINCE the introduction of the 
Reguiatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 
2005, the ruies have changed for fire 
safety in existing and new buiidings. 

Whilst some people manage, others often 
need advice and assistance. So whether it’s a 
light touch or a little more, Ivorfire Safety 
Services can help you at reasonable rates. 

For the last 5 years fire safety has been 
dealt with by assessing fire risks and fire pro¬ 
tection in a property. Ivorfire Safety Services 
can provide a competent safety service and 
advise on any fire safety matter. 

So next time you have fire safety issues 
contact us, you may find it easier for us to 
take the strain, leaving you free to concentrate 
on running your business! 

For a free, no obligation chat; please con¬ 
tact office@ivorfire.co.uk or telephone 
02920330885 and kindly leave a message if 
we are busy. 



Are you interested 
in professional, competent 
health and fire safety advice 

For all your fire safety services Including: 

Advice on building regulations and dealing 
with fire safety law for all buildings. 

Fire safety design and building 
regulations. 

Fire strategy advice. 

Fire risk assessments. 

Fire safety training. 

Fire investigation and post fire audits. 

Health and safety advice. 
shaun@ivorfire.co.uk 

Tel: 02920 330885 
Mob: 07747693453 
www.ivorfire.com 


Q) 


Care & Repair in the Vaie 

helps older home owners to 
have repairs and adaptations 
carried out to their homes, to 
enable them to remain living 
there in comfort and safety. 

Care & Repair in the Vaie, 

121 Broad St., 

Barry, CF62 7AL 
Teiephone 01446 704308 

www.newydd.co.uk 

Care & Repair in the Vaie is a service provided by Newydd Housing 
Association (1974) Ltd., with funding support from the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council and the National Assembly for Wales. 



Bathrooms 
Underfloor 
Heating 
Wall & Floor 
Tiling 


Modern, stylish 
and spacious 
Full design and 
installation 
I Supply & fit 
or fit only 





Professional, reliable 
& friendly serviee. 


01446 796582 
07854 168459 


C. ANDERSON 

(BARRY) LTD 


Est 1949 

General Builders & 
Property Maintenance 
Specialists 

Roofing, Fascias & 
Gutters, Plastering, 
Carpentry, Decoration, 
Renovations & Extensions 
Free Estimates 

Tel. 01446 737291 


Steve Nicholls Estate Agents 


Thinking ofSeiiing ^ 

Call Now for your Free, No Obligation Valuation 

Properties required in all areas for waiting buyers 
EVENING VIEWINGS I EVENING VALUATIONS I FREE VALUATIONS 
ACCOMPANIED VIEWINGS I REGULAR FEEDBACK I RIGHTMOVE 
NO SALE NO FEE I NO CONTRACT I FEES NEGOTIABLE 


WHY NOT GIVE US A CALL 

15 High Street, Barry, Vale of GlaMorganCF62 7EA 
Tel. 01446 735175 Email steven-nicholls@btconnect.com 
www.steve-nicholls.com 
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PAINTING & 

DECORATING 

SERVICES 



Exterior/Interior. 

Gutters Cleaned. Free Quotes. 

Clean tidy worker. Time Served.’ 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 


FULLY INSURED 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

Weekend calls welcome 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


_ Thursday, January 27th, 2011 

Councillor Colin Osborne, \ 

the Mayor of the Vale or Glamorgan, 
is pleased to be associated with the 
Council's Building Control Group's 
eighth 'Building Awards' and wishes 
every success to the nominees. 



Maer Cynghorydd Colin Osborne, 
Maer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, yn 
falch o gael ymwneud ag wythfed 
cynllun 'Gwobrau Adeiladu' Grwp 
Rheoli Adeiladu'r Cyngor ac yn 
dymuno pob llwyddiant i'r rhai sydd 
wedi'u henwebu 


STEVE LEE] 

BUI LDING CONTRACT OR 

Former Award Winners 2003 and 2008 
Accredited ‘Highly Recommended’ 2009 

>■ New Builds k Barn Conversions 
► Exte nsions ►Refurbishme nts 

Jel. Uantwit Major 01446 793141^ 






! THE FIREUJOOD 

compnnY 
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Your local Biomass 
Woodfuel Suppliers 

Pellets • Woodchip • Logs 
Briquettes • Charcoal 

Produced to relevant 
CE standards 

Cali 01446 774000 

Come and visit us in 
Cowbridge, or at 
www.firewoodcompany.co.uk 




CONSTRUCTION 

Gary Richards 

• New Build • Extensions • Renovations 

T: 01443 776616 
M: 07815 730480 


AAASONWISE BUILDERS 

^ Barry 742928 

• Extensions • Grant Work 

• Roofs • Conservatories 

• Patio/Drives • Fibreglass Flat Roofs 

Estimates Free 

44 NEWLANDS STREET, BARRY 
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A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES AND BUSINESSES TO 
HELP YOU WITH PLANNING HOME IMPROVEMENTS... 
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Quality Welsh Beds 

Hand Built Bv Craftsmen 



The &«d CompaiY VViki it iu hand 

made beds ins^ie « Cif^VM>fi<5hop... 

4.1... . .• h t .U, t . ,v IM- iJSa 
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GARDEN AM) 
LANDSCAPING SERVICES 
Garden Design & Construction 

r 



THEBED COMPANYWALES 


Cycft Hfii 
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To Kif Worn 


bcivfilhrt u«dv.tevti 

MADE 

IN WALES 


Garden makeovers and transformations 
Nick Mobile: 07790 166480 
Vale: 01446 710736 Cardiff: 02920 990036 

~i • Block Paved Driveways 

Decking (soft/hardwood & composite) 
Patios (natural stone a speciality) 
Fencing • Entrance Gates 
Turfing and New Lawns 
Walling and Terracing 
Water Features and Ponds 
Tree Felling 


Marshalls 

KE GISTCIt 




We have a full online portfolio of our work on our website at 

^ www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


ASGUARD LTD 


V • 


Asbestos Removal & 
Disposal Services 

• Industrial 

• Commercial 

• Residential 

Fully licensed through the Health & Safety 
Executive: Licence Number: 4060905056 

if in doubt, call 
the experts out!’ 

SERVICES WE OFFER: 

Asbestos Removal & Disposal • Asbestos 
Management, Refurbishment & Demolition 
Surveys • Demolition & Soft Stripping • Asbestos 
Sampling • Artex Ceiling Removal • Asbestos 
Shed & Garage Roofs removed & reinstated • 
Asbestos Soffits and Facia Boards • Asbestos 
Floor Tiles • Reinstatement Projects. 

Lowest prices guaranteed 

CALL NOW FOR A 
FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATION FOR ANY OF 
THE ABOVE SERVICES. 


Unit 14, Palmerston Workshops, 
Palmerston Road, BARRY, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2YZ. 
Tel: 01446 736002 • Fax: 05601 267075 
E-Mail: asguardltd@btconnect.com 
Mobile: 07843 578119 


ALL ORANGERIES COMEWITH FREE BLINDS • ‘A’ RATED ENERGY GLASS AS STANDARD • FREELAMINATE WOOD FLOORNG 



(Solutions 



Future Window 

Solutions^ 


Orangeries are rapidly becoming one the most popular ways to extend your home. 

Their robust construction offers more privacy than a general Conservatory making extensions for extra living space, 
dining rooms or kitchens whilst retaining better installation and adding a modern new look to your home. 

With the Current down turn in the economy it’s a lot harder to sell your home. 

With Future Orangeries by Future Window Solutions we add value to your home. The choices and styles available are 
endless, we will even design the look you desire whilst in your home. We have specialist designers and 
project managers ensuring your new Future Orangery receives personal attention from start to finish. 



Other services provided by Future ... 

Kitchens and interior design work, all aspects of PVC-U windows. 

Bi-folding doors etc. Repairs - no job to small 

Unit 13, Palmerston Workshops, Palmerston Road, Barry. CF63 2YZ 

www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk • email: enquiries@futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 


Registered Company 
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G^M Plumbing & Heating 

I I P 07815 09799424111$, or 01446735681 

I * Combination Boiler Specialist 

Old Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 

★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 

★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Setyic^ 



124 The Headlands, Barry 




Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable ^ ‘Domstk and 

• Insurance Work Undertaken Commercial 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering ^frcc ‘Estimates 

01 44 3 449T5T ^Qi^otations 

Talygarn Manor • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 



SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS ■ 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 
NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 
•Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 

PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 

Tel; 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 
allpumpservices@btconnect.com 

www.allpumpservices.co.uk 


DB 


DECORATION 

Ltd 


Over 30 years ’ experience 
High Quality Work 



Interior & Exterior, 
Painting & Decorating 


Contact David Bradbury 

01446 750256 
or 07811 317954 


WWW. dbdecoration. com 



Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 


ATTENTION 

Builders, Landscape 
Gardeners and DIY 

Sand, Chippings, Stone Dust, All In, 
Scalpings, Chippings, Slate, Top Soil and Turf. 
From small loads to large loads 

For collection or delivery 

From the Old Coal Yard, Barry Docks 
100 yards passed John Evans Haulage. 

OPEN 

8am-4.30pm Monday-Friday • 8am-12noon Saturday 

Tel: 01446 720333 or 792105 


Broad Street & Boverton 
Garden Centres 


fABACUSl 


IPVC SPECIALISTS! 


APPROVED 

It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

[0791 808 48 80 J 



CYMRU BRO MORGANNWG 




• Mini Excavators & 
Dumpers 

• Full Range of Building 
Equipment 

• Ladders & Scaffold Towers 

• Hire, Sales & Repair of 
Power Tools & Equipment 

• Wallpaper Strippers 

• Mower/Garden Equipment 
Service and Repair 


‘S 01446 737301 
BROAD STREET, BARRY 

HIRE ASSOCIATION MEMBER 


GARAGE DOORS 

The garage door s\ 

ERVICES 

medalists 

I 

All types of 
doors supplied, 
fitted and 



repaired. 

Over 12 years 
experience. 


07783 703366/01446 743181 


www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


A Kitchens/Bedrooms 



Tel. 01446 792695 • www.jawoodwork.net 
Sutton Spring Road, Llandow Trading Estate, Cowbridge. CF717PB 


MENZIES 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 


Kitchens, Bathrooms & Bedrooms 
supplied & fitted - brochure available. 

• Design service ‘ Fully project managed 

• Free quotation • All aspects of carpentry 

^*01446 760104 #07917102766 


PROUDLY SERVING THE VALE 


n-Lij 

MODERN 
DECORATIONS ! 

Your 1st choice for 
curtains and blinds 

View a wide range of Fabrics in the 
comfort of your own home or office. 

We supply curtains, all valances, 
tie backs, curtain tracks and poles. 
Venetian, Vertical, Roller and Roman 
Blinds all at competitive prices. 

Full measuring, make up and 
Fitting Service available. 

Tel: Geoff Brovon on 

01446 739174 or 07718 536838 

(see us in yellow pages) 

Estimates Free (voith no obligation) 
over 25 years experience 

www.moderndecorations.co.iik 


CARDIFF 

LOCK ^ SAFE 

COMPANY LTD 

Suppliers of: • Chubbs Securikey 
• SMP under floor, wall & freestanding safes 
I EXTENSIVE SAFE SHOWROOM I 


TELEPHONE: 029 2049 9358 OR 029 2049 4992 
FAX: 029 2048 3558 www.cardifflocksmiths.com 
E-Mail: admin@cardifflock.eclipse.co.uk 


39 CLIFTON STREET, ROATH, CARDIFF CF241LR 



FREE SOLAR ENERGY 



SOUR 


Did you know you can get paid for generating and 
using your own electricity? 

As a homeowner you can receive up to £1,800 per year index linked 
and guaranteed for 25 years! 

HALVE YOUR ELECTRICITY BILLS! 

Get paid whether you use the energy or not! 

Equipment is guaranteed and maintenance free! 



Call for more information. 

Kevin Crockett (Dir.) Colin Hughes (Dir.) 

07989 358966 07973 524858 

www.newwaysolarenergy.uktc.com 

REAB^ ‘jA 
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TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT CALL 

Freephone 

fmnfina 0800 610 2012 

IIUUIIII^ Mobile 0788 301 2080 

Supplied, Fitted 
& Delivered from 

£1 4.99 

per sq mtr ^ 

Supplied, Fitted^ 

& Delivered from 

£8-59 

per sq mtr 




Vinyl 


Supplied, Fitted 
& Delivered from 

£ 24-99 

I per sq mtr ^ 

I i i ^ 

Supplied, Fitted 
& Delivered from 

£ 12-99 

per sq mtr 




REAL WOOD 

Free Fitting/Beading/Underlay 


Supplied, Fitted 
& Delivered from 

£49.99 

per sq mtr 




Laa^ifrate 


Free Fitting, 
Beading & 
Underiay 


I Supplied, Fitted 
& Delivered from 

£ 23-99 

per sq mtr 


z5»vice **a 


Safety/Contmet Flooring 


The carpet and wood company that comes to you 


A modern company with good old fashiond attitude 
towards aualitv and service 


Don’t take our word for it, check out our customer 

comments and gallery 


www.2012flooring.com 
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A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES AND BUSINESSES TO 
HELP YOU WITH PLANNING HOME IMPROVEMENTS... 


C S Boxall Ltd I A RE-FIT 

Open Monday - Friday Sam - 5pnri, I Qj (Established Family Business) 

Saturday Sam - 1pm I _ __ 




CSMcmM 


C S Boxall is a family business established 
in 1990, with over 30 years experience in 
the Plumbing and Heating Industry. 

We install, maintain and service 
domestic oil and gas boilers 
and offer a 24-hour call out. 


Calor Gas - Free local deliveries 
and free safety check. 


198051 


Installation 


&n 


Why renew when you can repair! 
•Windows 'Hinges & Locks 
•Handles 'Doors (Upvc lock specialists) 


07518 256743 - Richard 
07970 557253 


Office 

Shop 

Freephone 

For out of hours 
emergency 


01446 772444 
01446 772292 
0800 8491254 
07590 350650 


RE-UPHOLSTERY 
CURTAIN & NET CENTRE 


Open to both trade and the general public 
39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, 

Nr Cowbridge CF71 7PF 
www.csboxall.co.uk 


D.B. FRANCIS 


Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 
Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 
Boiler Up-grades 
Heating Controls Up-dated 

Individually designed systems to customers specification 
Valliant Boilers up to 5 year warranty 
Good after-sales service and maintenance. 

A,C,0,R Approved 
FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

I Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow, CF717PF 
Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 



2 CHURCH ROAD 
1 CADOXTON • BARRY 
Tel. 01446 735259 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 






PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

I Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers. Range Cookers-gas, 

\ eiectric, LPG and duai fuei in stainiess steei 
and farmhouse styies! 


LCD & Plasma TV’s now in stock 
and on display. Also all accessories - 
Hdmi ieads, set top boxes, etc. 

- aii at the iowest prices around!! 


OPEN: Monday-Saturday 9am -5.30pm 


D 3a TYNEWYDD road, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 

- at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 


* 


ww 

I ROI 


www.welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 


www.weishrootingo 

ROOFING 


Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 


Covering roofs in South Wales for over 23 years 

All work Guaranteed with Optional Insurance Cover from 
Head Office: Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandaw, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 
Email: infowelshroofingcontractors.co.uk 

01446 775145-01656 349056 • 01443 629043 


1/^ 

LABC 


CYMRU 

BRO MORGANNWG 


BRICK & STONEWORK SPECIALIST 

NO VAT ON LABOUR COSTS 

vwvw.briknit.co.uk 


^355 



• Public liability insurance • Fully qualified bricklayer 

• Over 15 years local authority experience 

Extensive Portfolio 

• Porches • Garages • Conservatories 

Excellent rates on stonework 
Coll Chris for advice on 

y 01446 722M5/07817 885271 



■^Fut Archtectura Design 
■^Planning Permission 
■^Buildirtg Regs 
vCof>5iruclion 
•^Project Monogerr^f 
•^Suitofiabie Design 


01446 700571 


1. 


S.I 

51 ttkHdno lo detol.. 


ALL WORK INSURED 


COMPLETE INSTALLATION 

BATHROOMS BUILD IT 

KITCHENS PLASTER IT 

TILEwalls&floorsJ^ PLUMB it 

07974 572864 


mmmu 

^ Established 1974 




Tel. 01446 749821 Shaftesbury House 
Mob. 07877 836798 

www.welshwindows.co.uk 2 h ^ 



Toughened Glass within 24 hours 
Double Glazed Units within 72 hours 


Replacement or repair. We are true 
professionals established in 1987. 

Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Fascias, Fire Glass, Safety Glass, Mirrors 

All Glass and Mirrors cut to size 


'BRIAN TOUTT& Sons 

Building Contractors - Established aver 30 years 

Proud to be a regular LABC Building Awards Nominee 

^ New Builds ^Barn Conversions 
► Extensions ► Refurbishments 
Responsible for enhancing many 
popular properties and familiar 
landmarks throughout the Vale. 

Parc Newydd Cottage, BONVILSTON, Cardiff CF5 6TS 
001446 781494 ^07970 695042 

J P EDWARDS 

I f-LUMBiNQ a MEATINO j 

BATHItOaM Sims . WMBI htUUkS 
TIUSO . ShBVUJSG & BkLiklH)WSS 
TAf^ & WASHERS . RAMATOBS 

01446 7M127 07719605526 

FHlt. gi4IIK> Not AIL OUT I HAM.k 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. H 


GRABit PLANT HIRE LTD 

318 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE. HAVES RO. SULLY. 
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A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES AND BUSINESSES TO 
HELP YOU WITH PLANNING HOME IMPROVEMENTS... 




Latest Vale planning proposals Glamoi^ail GEM 


Mr Gwyn Rees 
Wrinstone Farm, 
Wenvoe - Fodder bam. 
Mariners Heights 
Limited - Mariners 
Heights, Paget Place, 
Penarth - To fell and 
remove 10 trees on the 
side of Mariners Heights 
and replant with a more 
suitable species. 

Mr and Mrs Harvey - 
The Hollies, Port Road, 
Wenvoe - Demolition of 
existing garage and con¬ 


struction of new timber 
clad garage. Closing up 
of existing vehicle 
access onto Caerau 
Lane, and constmction 
of new vehicle access 
onto Caerau Lane to 
include small extension 
of residential curtilage. 
Mrs J Evans - The Keys 
(off Colhugh Street), 
Llantwit Major 
Dismantle two mature 
horse chestnut trees. 

Mrs L Cuddy - 9 and 10 


Cowhridge & Vale 
Electrical 

R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works 
carried out. Emergency call-out, 
re-wires, sockets, lights, security. 

Tel: 01446 792468 S =r3'l=SSS'.S 

07885 347642 | Approved Contraaor 


Thinking of a conservatoiy 
or extension but want 
somethii^ different? 


ft 


THE MODENA ORANGERY 
RANGE BY VALE ORANGERIES 

A NEW CONCEPT IN LIVING 

* BESPOKE * AFFORDABLE * LUXURY 

• Orangeries 

• Conservatories 

• Garden Rooms 

• Living Spaces - 

VALE ORANGEHES 

01446 746353 
info@valeorangeries.co.uk 

Vale Orangeries is a trading name of Creative Window and Build Solutions Ltd. 




Paget Place, Penarth 

Fell two pear trees and 
two Leyland cypress (at 
no. 9), 15 per cent thin 
and 5m reduction of lat¬ 
erals (E) to walnut tree 
(at no. 10). 

Alison Enterprises - 
Former Architectural 
Aluminium Ltd facto¬ 
ry, corner of Cardiff 
Road and Verlon 
Close, Ty Verlon 
Industrial Estate, 
Barry - Change of use 
of part of building to car 
sales motor dealership 
and part of external area 
to car sales. Alterations 
to external face of build¬ 
ing. 

Alison Enterprises - 

Former Architectural 
Aluminium Ltd facto¬ 
ry, corner of Cardiff 
Road and Verlon 
Close, Ty Verlon 
Industrial Estate, 
Barry - New signage on 
building and erection of 
free standing advertise¬ 
ment sign. 

Mr Anthony Hayward - 
68 Eastgate, 

Cowhridge - Amend 
condition six of planning 
consent reference 
2005/00047/FUL relat¬ 
ing to hours of opening. 
Mr Mark Yang - 3 Heol 
y Brenin, Penarth - 
Single storey extension, 
with garage conversion. 
Mr Steven Jose - 7 
Anglesey Close, 

Llanwit Major 
Ground floor extension 
to kitchen. 

Chris Evans - 
Brooklands Cottage, 
Methodist Lane, 
Llantwit Major - Fell 
two Leyland cypresses. 
Mr David Gwyn - St 
Mary’s Golf Club, St 
Mary Hill - Change of 
use of golf driving range 
to caravan park for tour¬ 
ing caravans/camper 
vans. 

Ysgol lolo Morganwg, 
Broadway, 
Llanblethian, 
Cowhridge - demount¬ 
able building to be used 
as a computer suite for 
use by the school. 

Mr Graham Rees - 
Sydney House Farm, 
Llysworney - Rear 
extension to barn of 
Sydney House Farm 
comprising conservato¬ 
ry, dormer windows and 
rooflights. 


Neil Ralphs 

Floor and Wall Tiling Specialist 


For FREE Estimates 
and Advice 
Phone: 01446 737 189 
Mobiie: 07801 098 926 


Mr Geraint Jones - Llys 
y Coed, City - removal 
of partition wall to cre¬ 
ate open plan 
kitchen/living area. 
Alterations to windows 
and doors in kitchen/liv¬ 
ing area at rear of prop¬ 
erty. Alternation to WC 
in hallway. 

Mr Gareth Illingworth - 
244 Barry Road, Barry 

- Demolish conservato¬ 
ry, replace detached 
garage with attached 
garage and extend at 
back to provide addi¬ 
tional living space on 
ground floor and an 
additional bedroom on 
first floor. 

Mr Peter Jones - 
Kingscombe House, 
Llanmihangel Road, 
Llanblethian - Raise 
garage roof to provide 
storage space. 

Ms Sylvia Williams - 4 
Coed Mawr, Highlight 
Park, Barry - Two 
storey extension to side 
of property and front 
porch. 

Mr and Mrs John - 2 
Keepers Gardens, 
Llandough - Single 
storey orangery to front. 
Mr Stanley Mills - 13 
Minster Close, Barry - 
Special needs adapta¬ 
tions: single storey 

shower/WC extension 
and associated ramped 
access works. 

Jeremy and Cerys Knox 

- 5 Main Avenue, 
Peterston Super Ely - 
Demolish single storey 
annexe and construct 
single storey extensions 
to front and rear of 
existing house, reloca¬ 
tion of front door and 
associated external 
works. 

Mr Charles Williams - 
25 Windsor Terrace, 
Penarth - Replace con¬ 
servatory with orangery. 
Mr Alun Cairns - Yr 
Ysgubor Fawr, Wallas 
Farm, Llampha - 
Ground floor extension 
(X 2). 


News, Sport, Letters, Features, 
What’s On, Jobs, Motors.... 

barry-today.co.uk • cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk • bridgend-today.co.uk 


AQUA SPAS & POOLS 


• Aqua Spas & Pools specialise in 
hot tubs and pool sales. 

• Service, Chemicals and Accessories. 

• Repairs and swimming pool 
refurbishment. 

• Spa Hire. 


UNIT B, ATLANTIC GATE, (off Hayes Rood) BARRY. CF633RF 
Tel. 01446 730200 or 07932 000888 
www.aqua-spas.com Email sales@aqua-spas.com 


KITCHENS MADE TO MEASURE 

with all 
the latest 
accessories 

A huge range to 
choose from to suit 
your requirements. 

Creative and innovative 
personal design service 
Free Survey Quotation... 

and we do the same 
for bedrooms! 


Manufacturers and Suppliers of Luxury Kitchens and Bedroom Suites 

OCREFFTr^ 


KITCHENS & BEDROOMS 

THE STUDIO, 11-12 SUBWAY ROAD, Tj, A IMA 7QAA01 
THE WATERFRONT, BARRY, CF634QT I6I* V I 440 / J04z I 


www.crefftkitchens.co.uk • barrieswilliams@aol.com 
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Fr«« Skf* box 

Sign up to Sky TV with us! 



> Bky ♦ MO SyvtvM FOBt • wMti No NO tkbicMpttow 
» BXIOTIIIO Oky ooMkoiot !• tky ♦ CIOOjOO 

» FOCB Oky ♦ HO Boo tm Mlaliof •ml mtw o«i»to 
I oot ttio4r flr«t Sky • NO | 


m 


W 


FREE ESTIMATES • SAME DAY SERVICE 
/ OomtoHc 4 CcmmfrpNl 
/ OtKOontsFcrOaps 
/ 24 Moor 7 Oiyt Sorvkt 
/ 12 Month GuaramiM / 

/ OigltN Swilchovor SptcialNH 
/ ftOI ApprovtiS 


digkaiM 


IsVMfflsrtilliistalw. 

Conitiloratlon ol A«rUI irataMfi 

CortUlMf^ 

Polies Ch*ck«f7 

UMng IwOuitry BtncN«or% Aanote, 

CkbiM and Aoc«Mon«ft7 


CALL PAUL WILLIAMS 

01446 439 306 


OHEVISINMD 


01656 349 281 


Wall Mountod Nivtallatlofi Soeciallvti • vHit our oiobolto lor oxBia plok 

www.ontvlsionlld.co. uk 


,s-> 


Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
Reception Fixed 

• GAP Discounts 

|H4\ • Additional TV Points v 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations - 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 



^ Plan your 

2011 

advertising 

Caii: 

Xlte 

GEM 

for more 
] information. 
[01446 774484 


l^*t)igital 

^Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired 
Set Up and Tune In Service 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Teiephone Adrian on Barry 
01446 747875 or 07999 331160 


www.lst-digitalaerials.com 


VALE DIGITAL 


AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS 

fmaum skyi-o " 


Shd 


All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 


Call Tim - 0800 032 3775 or 
07772 206399 or 01446 793189 anytime 

COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 

Covering all areas mm j 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) 


CJ Pitman TV & Audio 


lary 

New Digital Aerial Supplied and 
Complete Installation for Only £70 

2 Rooms Only £20 Extra (no hidden costs) 


• Digital Aerials & Satellite 
Installed & Meter Tested 
for Perfeet Alignment 

• Free Estimates 

• TV Wall Mount Speeialists 

• Freesat/Sky Installation 
& Servieing 

• Domestie & Commereial 


Urnatm 


Local Tradesman 
From The Vale 

Established Over 10 Years 
lOOO’s of satisfied eustomers 
Friendly, Personal Sendee 
12 Month Guarantee 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 


<%mg3 

Reg No: 18266277 




Call Chris or Craig on 
07980 971303/01446 747852 

Covering All Areas of Barry, The Vale, 
Cardiff, Bridgend and Newport 


mM (mmm 

•vf/ 1^ ^ Digital Aerials 

\ B ^ Repairs & Upgrades 
f-f ^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ CAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

439 124 
413 451 



01446 

07818 


www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 


Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 


B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


• GENERAL BUILDING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

• KITCHEN FiniNG 

• PLASTERING 


• BRICKLAYING 

• PATDS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 

01446 713814 07742 572731 


BQaoLKds ©oacfQaaciLis 


solar create the mood 


SALE 
NOW ON 



® 01656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk ^monthly 
North Road, Bridgend Ind. Est, BRIDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

(*lnterest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 


JANUARY 


Approved 

StDnemasDn/ 
StDnewDrk 
TraditiDnal BrickwDrk 
Individually Styled 
CDnservatDries 
Specialists in 
Extensinns 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


Wayne WiUiams 

07974 110396 
016S6 6SZ558 


General Builder 


BRICKLAYING 

PLASTERING 

PATIOS 

DECKING 

20 Years Experience 
Free Estimates 
CALL BRYAN ON 

07896 698058 


c»y> 

QUALIFIED 


BUNDS SALE 


VfrticklL Romans, Rolltrs and iwe 

FREE 'TN^as.'Inq FREE flttiriL 


Num out jyiHuiti sau noi soom 

0800 916 6563 

www.Mll0rYVX«uuli 


i ^Mdrys 







^ -imfii u nrog] igQGi»:v/Q(B(^^ 



ining company" 
Master Builder of Wales Award 
Winner Quality Building Awards 

I Building Made Easy 

• Loft conversions 

• Solar Panel installation 
(approved installers) 

• Extensions 

• Conservatories UHttJ [Z 




Managing your self build or building project 

02920 701191 

Mob. 07885 286417 Penorth 
Email: abcwales@hotmail.co.uk 


www.abcwales.com 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ Barry 
742928 

• Extensions 

• Grant Work 

• Roofs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio/Drives 

• Fibreglass Flat Roofs 

Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


R.J.T 

MASTERING 
GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 


The OEM 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

5-TARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNITS &4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 IBQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDSiwaiesiLtd 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller B lin ds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


for more information. 
01446 774484 


B 
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If its wood 
- we're 
veryqood! 


CARPENTRY 

Kitchens •Flooring‘Stairs 
Tiling •Alterations •Decking 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


L Thomas 
Carpencry 


Adrian Doivdall 


Carpet & Vinyl Specialist 

(Over 30 years fitting experience) 


I Book me and I can collect your carpet or vinyl from I 
any retailer - saving you a delivery chaise of up to £39.1 


• UnderkylGrippm supplied at up to half retailer prices. 

• Home selection samples supplied. • Free measuring & quotation. 
Call 01446 746745 or 07977 706885 


All aspects of Carpentry 
Vllork undertaken 


• Decking • Fencing • Doors 

• Skirting • Fiooring etc. 

VUE VUILL BEAT ANY QUOTE 

Call Luke on 
07708 025920 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 

Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VOLE CARPETS 

cornea, to. (focc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


bar ry-today.co. u k 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk] 
porthcawl-today.co. u k 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


Carpet - 
Vinyl Fitting 
Service 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 






Rf|Qir( I Ufgrides 
HoiiByisits 
K HmMi (katki 
(imputcf i InInnH Sctirily 
lim ItifPlYllF NMliM4r|l 
HiinlnQad (intrirts Ntkont 


Tel: 01446 733201 
Mob: 07889 828855 


l♦3frlvo?^ iirjuii-atiu 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


iito^biiniiii 




ovenu.co.uk 


over^ 

oven valeting service ... punctuality, pride. 

# Range & AGA Specialist 

# Ovens & Hobs 
I • Extractor Hoods 

# Microwave Ovens 
Traditional Stoves 

the UK’s favourite oven cleaning specialists 



AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 

Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 

' Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 



|D.GULUVER"Sr| r^STEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


9 All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07800 652608 


Fora 
Free 
Quote. 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

Fully qualified. 

01446 795520 
07891 768151/' 


jaagjisaai 



JOHN CLISSETT 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

FREE ESTIMATES 

T: 01446 750625 m= 07980 691584 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * I 
* IVeatment Plants * | 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

info@floyds.uk.com 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 





Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


wfmfOMf ree UK 

, • Window and Door Repair • 


Are you thinking of improving your home? 

VAT frozen for January 
Visit our brand new showroom now open 
Sam - 9pm in Bridgend 7 days a week 


REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
I Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

I All makes including 

1 11!^ HOTPOINT-CREDA- 
CANDY-HOOVER 



ZANUSSI-INDESIT ^ I 

Freephone 

0800 074 33 88 





Our energy 
efficient 
windows and 
doors could 
save you up to 

£295.00 

off your 
fuel bills 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
February come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon gas filled energy windows when 
you order this month only - So order NOW! 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 



Free Vertical Blinds 
with all full house 
windows and 
doors fitted 
before February 


GARAGE I 

conversions! 

FROM £5,000 I 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Bevelled Front Doors £550 

• Windows & Door Repairs available 7 days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £5500 


LABNG 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648464 

www.mpnwindows.com 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS - Established 1994 (2009/2010 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Brid^nd CF31 3HL 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a week 


*Terms & Conditions apply ■— - — 


Bridgend 



1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
\Local, reliable & Profes sional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


Specialists in 
all aspects of g . w <. 

pvc-u Windows, Doors and Conservatories. 
Also available Repairs and maintenance 
Guardian Locksmith Qualified. 

For your free estimates, call 

01656 788403 W 
07966 025287 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 



Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

~h— 

W Domestic 
Installer 
* f Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmre£feII(g)hotmaiI.co.uk 


LECTRICAL SERVICES 

Kndrew Lenihall - 07890 772079 
f Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

Reliable, Qualified Service 
Emergency Call-outs 
Free Quotations 

Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQ JQB TQQ SMALL 

email: aaelectricall @ hotmail.co.uk 


Owen Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Wcrk 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Fire/Burglar Alarms 

• NICEIC Registered 

• Free Quotations 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 



’ UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 
’ Windows Misted Up? 

’ Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 





GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


If you 

advertise in 

The 

GEM, you 
will appear 
on our 
websites at 
no extra 
cost! 


n 

175^ GARDEN & 

1 ^LANDSCAPING 
J_L SERVICES 


paving &. pallor 

& turfing • Ponds ^ features 

aping & low maintenance ^rdens 
)esign Service • Tree 

JO 

WWW.: 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 

gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Green Future 

LANDSCAPES 

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, Patios, Shrub Planting and 
Pruning, Ground Maintenance, Weed Control, Lawns Prepared 
and Laid, Low Maintenance Gardening, Fencing. 

Call Rob - Local and Reliable 


Tel: 01446 773220 • Mob: 07828 100516 
Free Quotations 


MORE 
GARDEN 
SERVICES 
ON NEXT 
PAGE 
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Horticultural 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.io.uk 

IS)Husqvama 




WM ti mn^nUmU mewtmi 


Complete Garden Services 

FENCING • DECKING • TREES EELLED, HEDGES 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 


Bridge <f\ 

Vme V 

Tree Services' 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


T^t 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk ^ 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


ir Ufcd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


For all your Gas & Plumbing Solutions 


www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 

Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Prices from £15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980063087 

/6aii®[b©DQS\ 
L a®(d 

lpSili[iLlQ®®OOilS 

PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 

COMPANY 


Guttering cleaned/replaced, 
UPVC Fascias & Soffits, 
Interior/Exterior Painting, 
Tiling, All General Home 
Improvements Undertaken 
Tel: 01446 736518 
or 07837 770792 

• Bathroom 

• Kitchen & Carpentry 
Specialists 

CaU for a free quote 

Tel: 07791 411213 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503^ 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured^ 


Plumbing 
Services 

City & Guilds 
Qualified 

Tel. 01446 774607 
Mob. 07786160192 


f T.H. SOLUTION? 

• Combi Boilers 

• Bathrooms 

• All plumbing work 

• Underfloor heating 

• Tiling ,1 

FREEPHONE /iiiLJ 

08000 842920 :9s 
107402 784191 523733 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 • 07876 506982 


DC PiurnMnij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 


N.THOMAS 


iLANDSCAPESj 


• Tree Felling 

• Crown Reductions 

• Stump Grinding 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

FOR SALE: 

SEASONED FIREWOOD 
Tel: 01446 792248 
07717 296697 


C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Mobile: 07889 514321 [A 
Telephone; 01446 790179 ^ 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too smaii 

Tel: 07779 /I 
598844 

or 01446 -IBS 
421006 215639 


JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 



01446 

794266 


Vale Removals 
& Deliveries 


• Removals 

• Deliveries 

• House Clearance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 056822 

www.valereinovalsanddeliveries.(oin 


Nice Man 
Cheap Van 

• REMOVALS 

• DELIVERY 

• CLEARANCE 
Best Prices 
Luton van with tail lift 

Tel: 07570 931487 
Keeping Wales on the move 




S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 230141 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Bany 


Wall 2 Wall 

Bathroom Installations 

• Be-spoke Bathrooms 
•Wet Rooms 

• Eeonomy & Family H 

• Plumbing 

• Carpentiy 

• Plastering Poj- fj-gg quote or info call 

•Ceremie Wall and Offiee 01446 732456 

Floor Tiling Mobile 07788594435 

•Affordable Priees 24hr Emergency Call Out 


We remove 
household waste 4U 

REMOVAL OF ALL WASTE 
FROM HOUSES, GARAGES, 
GAROENS, SHOPS,SHEOS, 
ATTICS, UNITS, ESTATES, 
HOUSING ASSOC, 
COUNCIL PROPERTIES ETC. 
Sheds or garages 
^smantled and removed 
From a single item to a 
full load - fully licensed 
waste carriers. 

We are now working in Barry, 
Penarth and Cowbridge - 
Bridgend and surrounding 
areas also covered. 


We remove 
garden waste 4U 



SAMEDAY4U.C0.uk 

01656 865 116 
07753 587 13* 
07980 6Z5 116 



I 

V% .\H 11 

Mini, Midi & Large BuiLders Skips 


iiii 




GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


CG 



PLASTERING 

Specialist 


9 

D 

e 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.99 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Become an instructor from £325 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


llfPPIasterinq I Cowbridge & Vale 

1/1/rServices I PLASTERERS 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First Lesson 
from £9 - 

DISCOUNTS 

AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


cowbridge-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major-today.co.uk)] 

porthcawl-today.co.uk 




®®[l 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


JMC Ryan Sk Son 

Roofing 


Frmm RmtUmmSma 
StotAntf Mdf nNintf 
ikPIC QmHmHag/ fmaciam 
ChimRR f RoRR/ rm 
Lmm^ VmRmym / ftamkingm 
flat RomfkEg SpmrimRaim 
m ^81688 788338 


Q 


Silvey Roofing 

B 


New Roofs/Repairs 
T" UPVC Guttering & Fascias 

m- ^ ESTIMATES 

• * ■ Tel: 01446 404838 


ROOFTEC 

ROOnNG SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ vaUey repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 



TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialis t^ 

Full Bathroom and 

Wetroom installation ^ 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @) 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk certified 



Aftention all 
Service Providers 

• Do you give sufficient 
(if any) thought to your 
advertising/marketing? 

• Or do you just do things 
quickiy because you don’t 
have much time to spare? 

• Why not cai! The GEIH. 

We give you 
sound advice 
which is in your 
interest - We put. 
the customer first. 

Why not call us on 01446 774484 
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Founda' 

Cowbridge> 


Tions jr 


We are looking for an enthusiastic person with a 
passion for working with children under two. 

You must have at least two years’ experience of 
working in a Day Nursery and qualified to a Level 
3 in Care and Education (or equivalent). 

You will be required to work at least 30 hours, 
with the option of more. 

Hourly rate negotiable, depending on experience. 

Please call Amy on 01446 771117 


Sylvia Williams Chemist 

COWBRIDGE 

require 

FULL TIME COUNTER 
ASSISTANT 

Five days per week. 

Monday to Friday 9am - 5.30pm. 

No experience necessary as full training given. 

Apply to Jane Williams, Tel: 01446 772255 


CSBoxaULtd 

Llandow 

requires an 

Administration 

Assistant 

Minimum 17 hours p/w. 

Must be computer literate 
and have excellent 
telephone manner. 

Send CV to CS Boxall, 

39F Vale Business Park, 
Llandow, Cowbridge 
CF71 7PF, or E-Mail: 

boxall. ltd @ btconnect. com 


Fich + Ramous 

Now Recruiting 

Apprentices 

Are you: 

• Fun • Friendiy 

• Creative • Ambitious 

• Hardworking? 

Join our team and receive 
• In-Salon training 

• NVQ II NVQ 3 and more 

Call 01446 775522 



2 Bedroom 

'Unfurnished House ^ 

St Athan 

Large kitchen diner, GCH, D/G, 
small enclosed rear garden. 
Bond & references required. 

£450 per month 
Tel: 01446 400456 
or 07787 278479 


ST ATHAN 

(owners emigrating) 
3/4 Bed, as new 
detached house 
£195,000 

(possible part ex) 

Tel. 07767 300154 
or 07792 479418 


Small Starter 
Industrial Units 
For Rent 

Barry area. 
Three available. 

Tel: 01446 721168 
or 07813 134123 

Reasonable rates 


ST ATHAN 

New 3/4 Bed Det 
Houses from £195,000 

105% PX - up or down 
Example: Yours £250,000 
Ours £200,000 
You get £50,000 cash 
Tel: 07767 300154 
or 07792 479418 


Part Time 
Office Assistant 

required in the 
Barry area. 

Please call 01446 
739737 or E-Mail: 
clodeandcompanyl 
@ btconnect.com 



BUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


CHARITY SHOP 

requires 

Three-piece suites, 
good quality furniture, 
etc - Free Collection. 

Please call: 

02920 494331 

Lewis Trust Charity 

(Charity No. 1078443) 


BRIDGE CAFE, BARRY 

require 

CATERING ASSISTANT (Part Time) 

10 hours per week. Must include weekends. 
Temporary position. £5.93 per hour (possible overtime) 
A reliable competant individual for job role which includes 
dealing with customers, maintaining a clean working 
area in a fast paced environment. Understanding of food 
hygiene expected. Experience prefered. 
Contact Sharon on 07929 994380 


ADVERTISE HERE £10 

box for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer 
simply either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to 
“The Glamorgan Gem” at 
The Gem, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or telephone us with 
your wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


Baby Annabell 
Tricycle 

with Parent Handle 
& Scooter 

£30 

Britax Car Seat 

(0-4 years) £35 

Linden Booster 
Dining Seat £10 

All excellent 
condition 

Tel: 01446 747864 

(3/4) 


Antique Waxed Pine 
Table & Six Chairs. 

VGC £120 ono 
IKEA White Daybed. 

Extends to kingsize, 
3 integral drawers 
& 2 matresses. 

£120 ono 


Tel. 01446 772341 


(4/5) 


SCRAP CARS 


BOUGHT 
FOR CASH 

Plus any scrap metal, 
washing machines, 
etc. collected 

01446 402765 
07540 117474 


Marble Hearth 
+ Back with 
Beech Wood 
Surround 
£120 

Tel. 01446 734595 

(4^ 


Elm Beech Oval 
Drop Leaf Dining 
Table (125x110cm) 
plus 4 matching 
chairs and 
cushions. Excellent 
condition £250. 
Single Sofa Bed 
metal frame base, 
wooden slats, 
matching fabric 
cover, side zips. As 
new £50 

Tel: 01446 793954 

{m 



^^^ScrapMei^ 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 


Three 

Lounge Units 

(brown) 

2ft wide, drawers/ 
cupboards/shelves. 
£30 (Buyer to collect) 
Tel: 01446 742772 

(3/4) 


White 

Standard Size 
Bath 

with side -i- end panel 
and taps. 

£60. (Buyer to collect). 

Tel: 02920 597562 

(3/4) 


Pine High Bed with 
Single Sofabed 
underneath. 

Mattresses included. 

Full assembly 
instructions. Excellent 
condition. 

£80 

Tel. 01446 750387 

(4/5) 


OLD CHARM’ 
DINING FURNITURE 

Table/8 Chairs, Court 
Cupboard, Wall Unit, 
Drinks Cabinet & 
Clock.Reasonable 
Offers 

Tel. 07788 107393 

(3/4) 


Samsung DVD 
Biu-Ray Piayer 

Unwanted Gift still 
in sealed box 
with 4 films. 

£55 ono 

Tel. 01446 794510 
(4) 


Office in a cupboard 

Natural wood, looks like 
a wardrobe - computer 
filing cupboard. H 69” x 
34 1/2”W. File drawer, 
shelves, slide out table. 
£199 new £45 OnO 
Buyer collects 
Tel. 01446 736245^4) 


^®cf' ©aQQ 


Corsa 1.7 Diesel 

Blue, MOTd until May 2011, 
taxed until Oct 2011, new 
battery, VGC, excellent 1st 
car, very economical to run. 

£1,500 ono 
01446 701615 
07792 180068 


01 (51) 

VW Passat 

Turbo Diesel 

Service history, upgraded 
alloy wheels, 93,000 miles, 
excellent condition, new MOT. 

PO QQC 

07900920460 
01446 421147 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk ^ 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


CrEM Family Notices 





LOMAX 


Peacefully on January 18 at 
Llandough Hospital, Gerard Anthony (Ged), 
aged 76 years of Kendrick Road, Barry. 

Beloved husband of the late Doreen, a loved 
father of Lorraine and Gerard and father-in-law 
of Steve and Teresa. 

Cherished grandfather of Nicola, Louise, 
Anthony, Wesley, Claire and great-grandfather 
of Ebony, Remi, EUise, Cody, Maddison 
and Lexi-Rae. 

Ged wiU be sadly missed by all his family and 
friends. Resting at AG Adams & Son 
funeral home, Gladstone Road, Barry until the 
funeral on Eriday Eebmary 4. 

Requiem mass at St Helens RC Church, Barry 
at 12.30pm, afterwards cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium. Eamily flowers only, if desired 
donations may be handed to the funeral director 
after the funeral for Marie Curie, Hohne Tower, 
Bridgeman Road, Penarth. 


Kathleen Smith 

nee Palling of Penllyn 

Sister to Bryn, very suddenly on January 17, at 
Princess of Wales Hospital. She was a loving mother to 
Roslyn (Merilaht), Geoffrey and Leighton, and proud 
grandmother to Gethin, Thomas, Dameon, Nathan, 
James, Jonathan and Phillipa. She will be sadly missed 
and always loved. 

The funeral will take place at Coychurch Crematorium 
on Friday January 28 at 12 noon. 


CRADDOCK 

On January 17th 2011, peacefully, AUan, 
aged 76 years of Newton, Porthcawl. 
Beloved husband of Brenda, much loved dad 
to Sarah and Susan, a loving grandad to Laura, 
Jennifer, Hannah, Victoria, Charlotte and James 
and a dear brother of June. Euneral service 
at St Minver Parish Church, Cornwall, 
Monday January 31st at 2pm. 

Horal tributes, or if preferred, donations in heu 
for the Cornwall Air Ambulance by retiring 
collection or c/o R. J. Bray & Son, Euneral 
Directors, Bridge End, Wadebridge, Cornwall, 
PL27 6BX. Tel: 01208 812626. 

A gathering will take place in Porthcawl 
at a later date. 


•CLlfiI®S®GPS ^®Cf''_ilia©' 


P Reg 

VW Golf GTi 

5 Door, dark blue, 
exceptional condition, 
MOT, recently serviced, 
very clean car, 107k 
miles. 

£1,475 ono 
01656 860855 
01446 792356 


XReg 

Peugeot 206 
LX1100CC 

Metallic blue, E/Sunroof, 
E/LockIng & Windows, 
alloy wheels, MOT 2012. 

£1,295 

07982 246706 (day) 
01446 409 531 

(after 6.30pm) 


Mazda MX5 

1600CC 
Convertible 
2000 W Reg 

Mohair soft top, 
55,300 miles, taxed, 
MOT, British Racing 
Green, VGC. 

£2,995 ono 
01446 790147. 


2003 

Ford Fiesta 
1.3 LX 2003 

5 Door, Black, 63,000 
miles, excellent 
condition. 

£2,200 ono 
01446 792182 
07712 633020 


54 Plate 
Ford Focus 
LX 1.4 5-Dr 

In blue, 

very low mileage, 
(36,000), 12 months 
MOT, 6 months Tax. 

£3,400 

07989 687877 


Deadline for Motor Cars 
is 12 noon on Tuesday 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 




Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 

774484 


VARLEY 

Terry 


Peacefully on January 21 at his home in 
Craig Penllyn, Cowbridge, Terry, formerly 
senior manager HSBC. 

Beloved husband of Gill, devoted father of Carole, 
Helen and stepfather of Cen, father-in-law of Duncan, 
Paul and Lisa, loving Grandpy of Rachel, Adam, 
Lexie, LUy-May, Paul and Szymon. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James 
& Sons, Fo nm on. Funeral Tuesday February 1, 
service and cremation 3.15pm at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend. No flowers by request, 
donations in lieu if desired to Marie Curie Nurses c/o 
J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


Congratulations 
18th Birthday 

ir R 


(Febr 


JADE 
(BLEARY 


Love fro 


33 jTfTi ■ ^ 



Enjoy your celebrations! 


CAREY THOMAS 

Happy 30th 
Birthday 

31st January 

Lots of love from 
Mum, Dad, Liane, 

Dannii, lain, Gareth 
and all your nieces 
and nephew. XXX 





W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 


o 


Pembroke House, 
College Street 


W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
EUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


To advertise 
here, please 
contact us by 
telephone on 
01446 
774484 
or by 
e-mail on 
gemsales® 
tindlenews 
.co.uk 



Pel)oll)er’£( €j>e 



Fine Memorial Artist 
and Gilder 

T: 07506 989 018 

wwwbeyholdtheeye.blogspot.com 
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Cool day for charity 
swim at Barry Island 


Photographs by 
Paul Jones 

www.valeevents.co.uk 


CLIC SARGENT, the charity for children 
with cancer, was the beneficiary last Sunday 
(January 23) when swimmers braved the 
freezing waters for the fundraising event. 



ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 


Llancarfan horse 
could run in Welsh 
champion hurdle 


BARIZAN, trained 
by Evan Williams 
at Llancarfan, is a 
possible runner for 
the revived 

William Hill Welsh 
Champion Hurdle. 

Williams had his 
biggest disappointment 
in racing when Barizan 
was collared in the final 
100 yards in the Triumph 
Hurdle at the 
Cheltenham National 
Hunt Festival last March 
,but if Barizan were to 
win at Ffos Las on 
February 5, Williams, 
who saddled the first 
ever winner at the West 
Wales track, would be 
absolutely delighted. 

Less than two years 
after becoming Britain’s 
first new turf racecourse 


to open in more than 70 
years, Ffos Las hosts its 
biggest day of horse rac¬ 
ing to date. 

Saturday, February 5, 
is William Hill Welsh 
Champion Hurdle day at 
the Carmarthenshire 
racecourse. 

Some of the best hors¬ 
es over hurdles will be 
racing, including Oscar 
Whisky, owned by Ffos 
Las’s developer, Dai 
Walters. 

His rivals in the race, 
worth £45,000 in prize- 
money, could include 
Khyber Kim, runner-up 
in the 2010 Champion 
Hurdle at Cheltenham 
Racecourse, a race that is 
a target this year for 
Oscar Whisky. 

BRIAN LEE 


Llantwit under- 
13s give good 
account in game 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR under-13s 
travelled to 

Llandaff North to 
take on a well- 
drilled and expan¬ 
sive home side. 

Llandaff opened the 
scoring but Llantwit hit 
back with Richard 
Dangerfield scoring 
under the posts to take 
the lead 7-5, with lestyn 
Jones converting. 

Llandaff North were 
always ready to make 
the most of turnover ball 
and scored three more 
tries but Llantwit again, 
through Rich 

Dangerfield, managed to 
score to make the half 
time score 26-14 to 
Llandaff. 

The second half 
began and Llandaff ran 
in another to make it 


Llantwit exerted a 
period of prolonged 
pressure, with Tom 
Daley and Corrie 
Campbell standing out, 
but could not come 
away with anything to 
show for all their efforts. 

Llandaff scored 
another two tries, but 
Llantwit wouldn’t give 
up and after a good for¬ 
ward drive, Corrie 
Campbell deservedly 
got a well-earned try to 
make the final score 
43-21 to Llandaff. 

The coaches felt that 
Llantwit had given a 
very good account of 
themselves and if the 
boys can turn the ball 
retention around, which 
shouldn’t be a problem, 
they could do really well 
in the second half of the 
season. 
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Local golf pro 
joins Tiger’s 
computer team 



V ' _y 


Rhys Davies. 


THE Bridgend- 
based European 
Tour golfer, Rhys 
Davies, has become 
a character in a 
best-selling com¬ 
puter game. 

The US company 
Electronic Arts Inc, has 
announced the signing of 
Rhys as the latest addi¬ 
tion to the recently 
revealed Tiger Woods 
PGA TOUR® 12: The 
Masters®. 

Rhys, who was also a 
member at Brynhill Golf 
Club, will become a 
‘brand ambassador’ for 
FA SPORTS™ and, as 
part of the deal, will 
wear the company logo 
on his shirt in competi¬ 
tion - the first time FA 
SPORTS has sponsored 
a goffer on the European 
Tour. 

“We’re extremely 
excited to be partnering 
with Rhys Davies. He 
had an exceptional rook¬ 


ie year on the European 
Tour in 2010 and is sure 
to achieve even greater 
success in 2011,” said 
Shaun White - senior PR 
manager for FA 
SPORTS. 

Rhys said: “I’m 
delighted to be appear¬ 
ing in the new game and 
especially proud to be 
the first European Tour 
golf brand ambassador 
for FA SPORTS.” 

“It’s every golfer’s 
dream to be immor¬ 
talised in a video game 
and I can’t wait to com¬ 
pete against my virtual 
character.” 

Davies’ successful 
2010 rookie campaign 
featured his maiden 
European Tour victory at 
the Trophee Hassan II in 
Morocco. 

The 25-year-old from 
Bridgend added three 
runner-up finishes and 
ended the season ranked 
18th in the Race to 
Dubai. 



Sully Sports B are in seventh 
heaven after excellent victory 


SULLY SPORTS B 
got back to league 
duty and were look¬ 
ing to continue 
their good run fol¬ 
lowing three league 
wins on the bounce. 

With players still 
missing through injury, 
they dug deep into the 
squad for the home clash 
with Penarth Town B, 
who sat a place below 
Sully in the league. 

Both teams started the 
game with attack in 
mind and created early 
chances. 

The Sully midfield of 
Spencer Lamb and 


BARRY Pumas 
were hoping to 
extend their lead at 
the top of the table 
and do the double 
over British 

Military Fitness 
(BMP). 

After 25 minutes, 
Jamie Randall took on 
four of the opposition 
before rounding the 
keeper to score a fabu¬ 
lous solo effort. 

It only took him five 
minutes to score again, 
making the score 2-0 at 
half time. 

Pumas came out for 
the second half with 


Wesley Lamb saw much 
of the early ball and 
involved both wide men, 
Ryan Boules and Joe 
McCann, who found 
himself in a more 
advanced role this week. 

The first goal went to 
Penarth when a tame 
shot from their striker 
was spilled by Ben 
Gillespie and the same 
player latched onto the 
rebound and slotted 
home into an empty net. 

Sully started the sec¬ 
ond half brightly but 
needed a goal to really 
lift the team. 

Their equaliser came 
from a long-range effort 


more goals on their mind 
and were 4-0 up within 
10 minutes, with Callum 
Taylor scoring his first 
goal of the season, and 
Randall completing his 
second hat-trick in as 
many games. 

BMF had a few 
chances to reduce the 
deficit late on, including 
a penalty which Pumas 
keeper Michael Lewis 
pushed onto the bar. 

Scott Christopherato 
scored a late goal from 
the edge of the 18-yard 
box to make the final 
score 5-0. 

MORGAN STEPHENS 


by Spencer Lamb and 
this seemed to push 
Sully into the next gear. 

Good work down the 
left saw a through ball 
which Ryan Boules 
latched onto, and he 
danced his way into the 
area and finished cooly 
to make 2-1 to Sully. 

A great tackle by 
Wesley Lamb in his own 
half saw him with a clear 
run on goal, and a great 
burst of pace saw him 
leave the defence stand¬ 
ing, race through one on 
one and slot home into 
the bottom corner to 
give Sully some breath¬ 
ing space and a 3-1 lead. 

Spencer Lamb found 
the top corner with a free 
kick and increased the 
Sully lead to 4-1. 

A further goal was 
added soon after when 
good persistence and 
battling from Shae Ellis 
saw him finish from 
close range. 

With the game won. 
Sully made a couple of 
changes, with a wel¬ 
come return for Boris 
Bekker and Jaime Lamb 
returning from injury. 

Sully increased their 
lead with the goal of the 
game, a passage of play 
down the left which saw 
Jaime Lamb receive the 
ball 25 yards out and hit 
an unstoppable shot into 
the top comer. 

To their credit, 
Penarth kept going and 
got a goal straight back, 
with a cross from the 


right was met with a 
good header to make the 
score 6-2. 

With the game com¬ 
ing to an end. Sully got 
their seventh, as Spencer 
completed his hat-trick 
from the spot following 
a foul. 

A mention to Kevin 
Ball, who had a solid 
game as usual as centre 
half and Joe McCann, 
who had his best game 
for the club and can 
count at least five assists 
from the seven goals. 

Sully have again 
strengthened their squad 
and are almost where 
they need to be to really 
challenge for the league. 

Thanks to Penarth for 
a great game of football 
and also to the referee. 

JL 

Basketball 

players 

wanted 

BARRY Basketball 
Club are looking for 
new members 
between the ages of 
12 and 16 years old. 

The club trains at 
Holm View Leisure 
Centre, Skomer Road on 
Sundays, 11 am-1pm. 

If interested, contact 
Ian on 07967 56 2392 or 
look on our website www. 
barryhuskies.net 


Pumas extend 
lead in the table 
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Llantwit Major Supper Club examines the ills of the national game 


DR GWYN OFFERS PRESCRIPTION FOR 
THE GOOD HEALTH OF WELSH RUGBY 


by DAI GRIFFITHS 




Drs Gwyn Jones and John Crimmins. 


THE doubters who 
predicted that 
Llantwit Major 
Supper Club might 
not continue were 
proved wrong as 
this 28th gathering 
proved to be of the 
highest standard. 

With David East mov¬ 
ing to Nottingham for 
personal reasons, his 
partner in crime, so to 
speak, Dewi Evans took 
responsibility for intro¬ 
ducing the guests and, 
armed with a copy of the 
infamous David East 
joke book, he did an 
excellent job. 

Dewi pointed out that 
with the departure of 
David, who was riding 
out a force 10 storm 
while cruising en route 
to South America, the 
Llanelli connection was 
in danger of being over¬ 
come by the Neath per¬ 
suasion, with WRU pres¬ 
ident Dennis Gethin 
(Seven Sisters) a regular 
attendee, together with 
former Neath and Wales 
full-back Graham 
Hodgson, with probably 
the most written about 
Welsh rugby player (for 
the right reasons that is) 
Shane Williams, making 
his first appearance at 
the Supper Club having 
been prevented from 
doing so last year by the 
Icelandic ash cloud. 

There were apologies 
from Onllwyn Brace and 
Howard Jones, but regu¬ 
lar celebs Terry 
Casey,Tony Home and 
Brian Jones were pres¬ 
ent. 

The presence of the 
superstar winger, voted 
TRB Player of the Year’ 
and Welsh Sports 
Personality in the recent 
past was a major boost. 

The 75-cap flier has 
scored 51 tries for Wales 
and looked to be in good 
nick after his shoulder 
op, which is great news 
with the Six Nations fast 
approaching, especially 
as he may have to play 
prop! 


What also makes him 
great is the dignified and 
modest way he conducts 
himself off the field, a 
lesson some contempo¬ 
raries could do well to 
learn. Shane declined the 
top table, preferring to 
sit with some of the 
Llantwit faithful on the 
stage. 

Dewi was delighted to 
call upon mgby club 
chairman Mike Hill to 
present a silver Supper 
Club dragon to Shane to 
mark his contribution to 
the modem game, 
including two Welsh 
Grand Slams. 

After another scmmp- 
tious meal prepared and 
served by the Fourth 
Horseshoe Caterers, 
Dewi resumed proceed¬ 
ings welcoming 
Commander Steve Large 
RN, now stationed at St 
Athan, with whom the 
supper club are keen to 
foster the type of rela¬ 
tionship between the 
town, mgby club and 
base that has been so 
mutually beneficial in 
the past. 

The sponsors for the 
evening were Lewis- 
Ballard Accountants, and 
Neil Ballard, himself a 
top Welsh Rugby Union 
referee, was present with 
his guests to accept the 
thanks of all. 

An extremely popular 
guest on the top table 
was former Pontypridd, 
Llanelli, Wales, Baa- 
Baas and Lions’ flanker 
Tom David. Tom pointed 
out that it was not his 
first visit to the club. 

This was when he turned 
professional with Cardiff 
Blue Dragons in 1981. 

The Blue Dragons, 
along with Cardiff soc¬ 
cer club, were wel¬ 
comed, annoying the 
WRU who were of 
course still amateur. The 
late great George Bird, 
never one to mince 
words, told the WRU 
“they are our friends, 
fellow sportsmen wel¬ 
come in our club without 
your interference”. 

Now in his early 60s 


Tom still looks in good 
shape. A fitter by trade, 
he went on to become a 
company director. He 
joined Ponty in 1968 
after his soccer coach 
pointed out to the burly 
centre forward that he 
was supposed to mn 
around people and not 
through them, and that 
he might be more suited 
to mgby! 

Tom joined Llanelli in 
1972 and played in the 
famous 9-3 hammering 
of the All Blacks, 
recording a second win 
over the same opposition 
a few weeks later with 
the Baa-Baas, having a 
hand in that great Gareth 
Edwards try. 

Amazingly, Tom was 
left out of the Wales side 
who lost 19-16 to the 
tourists but went on to 
be capped in the 1973 
Grand Slam season, win¬ 
ning four caps before 
injury allowed Terry 
Cobner to step in. A 
Lions tourist in 1974 in 
South Africa, Tom 
played nine games, scor¬ 
ing five tries, including 
two in the opening game 
against Transvaal, but 
was overlooked for the 
Tests. 

Many felt that his 
robust style of play and 
heavy tackling which he 
took to the All Blacks 
should have earned him 
many more caps, but he 
still went on to gain suc¬ 
cess with his beloved 
Pontypridd, who he 
rejoined in 1976, win¬ 
ning the Welsh Club 
Championship three 
times, captaining them 
in 1979-80 before join¬ 
ing Cardiff Rugby 
League in 1981. 

I asked Tom if he had 
ever bumped into Grant 
Batty, the fiery winger 
since that Baa- Baas 
game. He said no and 
explained what he said 
to Batty while patting 
him patronisingly on the 
head - something like 


come back when you’re 
this tall, laddie! 

The principal guest 
and speaker was Dr 
Gwyn Jones, the rugby 
critic who is respected 
for his honest, forthright, 
no nonsense approach. 

Bom in Swansea in 
1972, he was educated at 
Ysgol Gynrad 
(Gorseinon) then Ysgol 
Gyfan Gwyr 
(Gowerton), going on to 
Llandovery College fol¬ 
lowed by Cardiff 
Medical School, where 
he played for the Meds 
alongside Llantwit’s own 
Simon Hill. 

Gwyn captained 
Wales at under-15s, 
under-17s, under-18s, 
under-21s and A level 
and also played for the 
Welsh students. A natu¬ 
ral rugby player with 
flair who led very much 
by example, Gwyn 
became the 109th cap¬ 
tain of Wales, winning 
13 caps, five as captain. 
He scored one interna¬ 
tional try. 

At club level, Gwyn 
played for Llanelli 
before joining Cardiff. In 
December 1997, during 
a Cardiff v Swansea 
game, the openside 
flanker, hotly tipped to 
lead Wales in the 1999 
World Cup, suffered a 
spinal injury in a mck 
and at the tender age of 
25 he was told he would 
never play again, bring¬ 
ing a premature end to 
what was anticipated to 
be a long and distin¬ 
guished playing career. 

After an operation and 
extensive rehabilitation, 
Gwyn learned to walk 
again and, keen to be 
involved again with the 
game he loves, devel¬ 
oped a career as a mgby 
critic, where his acute 
rugby brain have made 
him one of the best in 
his trade. 

He has also returned 
to his planned career as 
a doctor. 

Like many of his 
predecessors, Gwyn 
opted for questions from 
the floor rather than 
making an after-dinner 
speech, which was 
something he claimed to 
have little or no experi¬ 
ence of doing. 

After a slight pause, 
with many unsure what 
type of gentleman they 
were dining with, Gwyn 
took it upon himself to 
break the ice with a 
wonderful, humorous 
approach and from then 
on it was like a glacier 
melting on a volcano as 
the questions flowed and 
the answers kept every¬ 
one riveted, so much so, 
that after an hour 
elapsed there were still 
hands going up in an 
attempt to fcep a bril¬ 
liant evening going. 

As well as making 
everyone laugh on many 
occasions, Gwyn was 
also very knowledgable 
about sport. Of course, 
with most of the ques¬ 
tions mgby orientated, 
he was in his element. 

He spoke of the risks at 


scrums and mauls, 
which are in reality 
mobile scrums, and of a 
duty of care that falls on 
the shoulders of referees, 
coaches and administra¬ 
tors. 

In a contact sport 
accidents are going to 
happen. Yes, the scmm 
is still a somewhat grey 
area, sometimes loosely 
refereed, often over offi¬ 
ciated, but the scrum is 
still, rightfully, a huge 
part of the modern 
game. 

Gwyn pointed out, 
however, that as impor¬ 
tant as the scmm is, 
Australia don’t really 
have an effective scmm 
but still they manage to 
compete and beat the 
best teams in the world 
by playing to their own 
strengths and Wales 
could do well to bear 
this in mind. 

Certainly, having lost 
the two best props in the 
world, Warren Gatland 
has to come up with 
some plan for Wales to 
avoid an embarrassing 
Six Nations. 

Someone asked was 
regional mgby right for 
Wales? On the back of a 
poor Heineken cam¬ 
paign, the regions do 
appear to be losing their 
way. 

Gwyn was the ideal 
person to answer this 
question, having been on 
a working party with the 
then secretary, Dennis 
Gethin, and as he said, 
regional mgby was the 
only way forward at the 
time, whether the choice 
or number of the regions 
was right, only history 
will tell. 

On a personal note, 
Gwyn was asked if he 
felt his attitude changed 
after his injury. Gwyn 
spoke from the heart 
when he said he missed 
the game, but the game 
had given him so much, 
even in that short period 
of time and that as a crit¬ 
ic he could give some¬ 


thing back. 

He felt his greatest 
achievement was going 
back to college to start 
the next chapter of his 
life. Along with a tongue 
in cheek reference to 
leading Wales to a dou¬ 
ble over the United 
States, that is. 

There were nods of 
approval as Gwyn sin¬ 
gled out centre Alan 
Bateman as the best 
player he played with, 
not the flashiest but for 
attitude, commitment 
and tendency to do the 
right thing at the right 
time, the best. 

Again, there was sim¬ 
ilar agreement from the 
floor when he said Jonah 
Lomu was the best he 
played against, though 
eyebrows were raised 
when he also said Will 
Carling was also a 
much-respected oppo¬ 
nent, a fiercely proud 
Englishman who led by 
example, bringing out 
the best in his team 
mates. 

Gwyn also spoke of 
his friendship with 
Simon Hill, who he met 
at Cardiff Meds and also 
played with at Cardiff. 
Simon is a firm favourite 
throughout the town, a 
modest man who since 
retiring from rugby has 
established a first class 
dental practice in the 
centre of Llantwit. 

Simon is currently the 
youth team coach and 
attends supper club 
whenever he can, often 
turning up a bit late after 
youth training. You 
would never believe 
from his manner and 
attitude that Simon 
earned 12 caps, scoring 
two tries for Wales, with 
more than 300 appear¬ 
ances for Cardiff and an 
amazing 119 touch¬ 
downs, that brought 
Welsh Cup and league 
success and also a run¬ 
ners-up medal in the 
inaugural Heineken Cup. 

On the present game. 


Gwyn also had clear 
views, stressing that 
though we are catching 
up with the southern 
hemisphere sides in 
terms of fitness and 
physicality, there is still 
a lot of room for 
improvement on the 
skills front. 

With several still 
waiting their turn, it was 
time to bring an end to 
Gwyn’s ordeal that 
turned out to be a mas¬ 
sive triumph. The real 
Dr Gwyn Jones is indeed 
a well-spoken gentleman 
and a scholar, as he 
comes over on TV, but 
he is also a down-to- 
earth, straight as a die 
character with a wonder¬ 
ful sense of humour and 
an appreciation of what 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR RFC’s 
rugby sessions have 
re-located to St 
Illtyd primary 
school due to their 
continued success 
and the large num¬ 
ber of children now 
attending the ses¬ 
sions. 

With all three 
Saturday morning class¬ 
es almost full, Mr Alan 
Smith, headteacher at St 
Illtyd primary school, 
has very kindly agreed to 
the sessions being held 
in the school hall for the 
rest of this term. 

A spokesman for the 
club thanked Mr Smith 
and all at the school for 
their help and praised the 
sessions for helping chil¬ 
dren aged two to five to 
develop the core skills of 
our national game in a 
safe and fun environ¬ 
ment. 

The mini and junior 


grassroot sport is all 
about, while having the 
nous and intelligence to 
debate at the highest 
level as well. 

The best compliment I 
can give Gwyn is that 
not only did he follow in 
the footsteps of some 
wonderful people, but he 
also leap-frogged a few. 

After a well-deserved 
standing ovation, Dewi 
Evans called upon 
Llantwit RFC president 
Dr John Crimmins to 
present Dr Gwyn Jones 
with a special supper 
club dragon as a 
momenta and mark of 
respect for a man of 
courage and honesty, 
and well worthy of the 
respect he has earned 
thus far. 


section of the club view 
the Mini Maulers as an 
important step in devel¬ 
oping rugby players of 
the future. 

With more than 40 
children now enjoying 
the sessions, the hope is 
that many of those chil¬ 
dren will go on to play 
rugby for Llantwit and 
beyond as they get older. 

Coaches Tim Jones 
and Chris Pilcher are 
also introducing the pro¬ 
gramme to local nursery 
schools, with the first 
sessions held at St Illtyd 
School last week. 

Llantwit Mini 

Maulers are now looking 
for sponsorship to 
replace old equipment, 
and to purchase playing 
shirts or training tops 
for the children - anyone 
interested in sponsorship 
should contact Tim 
Jones via e-mail at tro- 
cartim@aol.com or 
phone 07876 567509. 

TJ 


Llantwit under-lls 
hard work pays off 


LLANTWIT Major under-lls 
hosted Llandaff North. 

It was a mistake which allowed the 
ball to be spilled, and Harry Lovell 
picked and passed to Lewis Brown to 
score the first try; leuan Williams con¬ 
verted. 

Nick Harris crossed for the second 
try and Lewis Brown converted, but 
Llandaff then responded and powered 
their way over the line. 

leuan Williams crossed to score the 
third and he also converted the kick. 

Joe Baker’s three tackles forced the 
turnover which was picked up by Jake 
Peers, who offloaded to Luke Pilcher 
who was stopped just short, and with 
an immediate movement crossed the 
line, converted by Ewan Briggs. 

Llandaff then scored their second 
try, but the last try of the half went to 
Llantwit from Joe Baker who was out¬ 
standing all morning in defence, which 
Luke Pilcher converted for a half-time 
score in favour of Llantwit, 35-12. 

In the second half, Llantwit contin¬ 
ued to push on with Lewis Brown scor¬ 
ing the try, converted by Joe Baker. 


Javan Horn Jones drove straight 
through the middle to score his try, but 
missed the conversion. 

Lewis Brown ran in a hat trick of 
tries and the man of the match award; 
Ewan Briggs converted. 

Then came the try of the match, with 
all the Llantwit players being involved 
at some stage. 

Nick Harris took the ball up, Joe 
Baker drove through for leuan 
Williams to pick up from the base to 
pass to Lewis Brown, and he passed to 
Jac Wisenden, who scored his first try 
for the under-lls which was converted 
by leuan Williams. 

With the last play of the game, 
Llandaff crossed to score their third try 
for a final score of Llantwit 61, 
Llandaff 17. 

Man of the match was Lewis 
Brown, but a big thank you to Oliver 
Rowbottom who volunteered to play 
for the under-12s due to them being 
short of numbers, and also to Luc 
Williams and Jac Wisenden who came 
up to play for the under-lls from the 
under-10s. 

MP 


The Mini Maulers 
proving successful 




























34 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, January 27th, 2011 


Cruise & Choose^ View more on-line! 


RENAULT at BRIDGEND - mrfclW'Tvr'l ITIW 
LEYSHON FLINT & SONS I (PO NTYCL UN 




TV« 


1.4i DSi Sport 5-dr Hatchback 


Tel: 01443 225461 To view our full stock... I Tel: 01443 225461 To view our full stock... I Tel: 01656 662999 To view our full stock.. 


06 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2 

16v 75, alloy wheels, air conditioning 

£ 6,495 

Tel: 01656 649700 To view our full stock... 


»™™.leyshonllintandsons.CO.ukl I www.pontyclunc.rs.lM.c<..uk | 11 www«o.,tyclune.».l...co..d. 


?Iysho 1JFuS?'&I 0 NS COMPACT CARS I COMPACT CARS 

LC T dn^lN r LI IN I & dL^INd I “COMPACT CARS, COMPACT PRICES” I “COMPACT CARS, COMPACT PRICES” 



I 


55 Renault Laguna 

DCi Turbo, only 38k miles 

£ 4,995 


08 Renault Megane Privilege 

16v VVT 110 Hatchback, ABS, climate 

£ 9,995 

Tel: 01656 649700 To view our full stock... 


www.leyshonflintandsons.co.uk I www.compactcarswales.co.uk I www.compactcarswales.co.uk 


II 


53 Ford KA 

Ideal first car, only 

£ 2,295 



1.8i-VTech 5-dr hatch automatic 


Tel: 01656 767606 To view our full stock.. 


Tel: 01656 767606 To view our full stock... I Tel: 01656 662999 To view our full stock.. 


www.bassetts-honda.co.uk 


Hywel returns for South Wales Scorpions 



SOUTH WALES Scorpions 
have tempted former Celtic 
Crusaders and Wales prop 
Hywel Davies to put his boots 
back on and play for the 
Championship One club in the 
2011 season. 

He will hope to make his debut for 
the Scorpions against Warrington 
Wolves in the pre-season friendly at 
Cardiff Arms Park on Friday, February 


11 (kick-off 7.30pm). 

The 29-year old played throughout 
Celtic Crusaders’ inaugural two sea¬ 
sons of rugby league in 2006 and 2007, 
making 53 first team appearances. 

He also turned out for Wales in a 
World Cup qualifier against Scotland 
in Bridgend in 2006. 

Tickets for South Wales Scorpions 
versus Warrington Wolves, priced £10 
for adults and £6 for concessions, can 
be bought online at 
www.scorpionsrl.com. IG 


Dyspraxia support group 


THE next meeting of the Vale 
Dyspraxia Support Group will be 
held on Mon^y, February 7, at 
7.30pm in the Civic Offices, Holton 
Road, Barry. 

The youth section will be showing 
the DVD which they have made of 
their presentation, ‘Living with 
Dyspraxia ’. 

The group supports children and 
young people with dyspraxia (as well 
as related conditions such as dyslex¬ 


ia, ADHD, Asperger's Syndrome, 

OCD, Tourettes) and their parents 
and carers by providing advice and 
information, as well as an opportunity 
to exchange experiences. 

The Vale Dyspraxia Support Group 
operates a 24-hour help and advice 
line on 01446 738945 and a website, 
WWW. vdsg. o rg. uk. 

It also runs social activities and a 
laptop loan programme. 


DOCK VIEW 
PART WORN 
T¥RE CENTRE 



13” 

14” 

15”/16’ 

17”/18l’^ 


£12.50 

£15 

£17.50 

£ 201 , 


(^4 for £40) 
fdr £50) 
<4 fo'r £60) 
(,4yf^,£70) 


All'prices include fitting and^alancing 


OPENING HOURS MONOAY-FRIOAY 9AM - 6PM 
Dock View Road Barry CF63 4JP 

TEL 01446 732699 

All tAAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


I 


>Servicing >AII Repairs >Tyres 
>Auto Electrics + Diagnostics 


Opening hours: 

Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 9am - 12pm 


Dock View Road, Barry CF63 4JP 

01446 732699 
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New captain makes a mark 
at RAF St Athan Golf Club 


AFTER the recent 
snow had closed the 
golf course for sev¬ 
eral weeks, the 
members of RAF St 
Athan Golf Club 
were elated that 
their new club cap¬ 
tain, Barrie 
Hawkins, was able 
to host the tradi¬ 
tional ‘drive-in’ and 
pee-wee corn-peti¬ 
tion on Sunday, 
January 2. 

Proceedings started 
with the outgoing cap¬ 
tain, Ade Hawkins, pre¬ 
senting the official jack¬ 
et and tie to Barrie, 
affectionately known as 
BJ to fellow golfers. 

The members had 
already placed their 
markers where they 
estimated BJ’s drive 


would settle and BJ 
took to the first tee with 
a steady hand, albeit his 
legs were a little shaky! 

Danny Coyle grate¬ 
fully accepted the bottle 
of whisky for coming 
closest with his predic¬ 
tion. 

Formalities out of the 
way, the captain and his 
team took on the team 
of the new vice-captain, 
Steve Hopkins, in a 

four-ball-better-ball 
competition, known as 
the pee-wee trophy. BJ 
took great delight when 
announcing that his 
team were the victors 
and duly started the cel¬ 
ebrations in the club¬ 
house. 

The chamberpot, 
which the competition 
is named after, was 
laden with alcohol and 
passed first around the 




Ade Hawkins and Barrie Hawkins 


winning team and any¬ 
thing left was shared 
between the opponents, 
before BJ announced 
the pairings with the 
best stableford points. 

First and second 
place was decided on 
countback with Pete 
Morgan and Mike Clark 
having a better last 
three than Jamie Miller 
and Ade Hawkins, both 
pairings scoring a mag¬ 
nificent 43 points. 

BJ wishes all his fel¬ 
low members at RAF St 
Athan Golf Club a 
happy, successful golf¬ 
ing year and he extends 
these thoughts to any¬ 
one wishing to join the 
club. 

Any enquiries can be 
directed to the club 
manager, on 01446 
751043. 

CAROL MORGAN 


BJ and Danny Coyle 


Evan’s 40-1 
Ascot winner 


LLANCARFAN’S 
Evan Williams sad¬ 
dled his 70th win¬ 
ner of the season 
when 40-1 outsider 
Tiger O’Toole, 
given a brilliant 
ride by stable jock¬ 
ey Paul Moloney, 
stormed home to 
beat WalkOn by 
half-a-length in an 
exciting finish to 
the 

VictorChandler.co 
m Holla ways 
Handicap Hurdle. 

The six-year-old old 
Irish-bred grey gelding 
came from a long way 


behind to land a famous 
victory and his future 
surely rests over the big¬ 
ger obstacles. 

Those lucky punters 
who backed Tiger 
O ’Toole on the tote were 
rewarded with odds of 
66 - 1 ! 

Meanwhile, 
Bridgend’s Rhys Flint 
was seen at his best 
when winning the 
Rosling King LLP 
Novices’ Limited 
Handicap Chase on the 
Phillip Hobbs-trained 
Rougham who got home 
by half-a-length from 
the well-fancied Osric, 
ridden by Barry 
Geraghty. 


Llantwit netballers 
cruise to victory 


LLANTWIT took 
on West End B in a 
game that was a bit 
slow at first. 

The shooters had an 
unusual dip in form and 
were struggling to find 
the net. However, 
Llantwit still went into 
the first break 5-4 up. 

In the second quarter, 
Llantwit stepped it up a 
gear, and a few position¬ 
al changes took place, 
most notably Kim 
Spargo moving to goal 
attack. 

This helped improve 
the flow of the game and 


LLANTWIT 
WEST END B 

32 

8 

Lizzie Thomas (WA) 
and Jodie Ackland (C) 
fed into the circle well. 
By the next break, 

fortably by 24 goals and 
credit should be given to 
the defence who stood 
firm and made some 


Llantwit were 14-5 up 
and looking more like 
their old selves. 

Llantwit moved fur¬ 
ther ahead through the 
third and fourth quarters 
and looked like they 
were starting to enjoy 
themselves. 

At the final whistle, 
Llantwit had won corn- 


excellent interceptions 
to turn the ball over 
numerous times. 

Kim Spargo was 
voted player of the 
match by the opposing 
team, which was justi¬ 
fied as she seemed here 
there and everywhere. 

NF 



www.'^ ^vanhire.co.uk 

• CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £ 10 per day 

• House Removal 
Lutons 

with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Toyota, VW, 

Zafiras, Saab Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Caraveles,TransitTourneau, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full RAC Cover 

• Tippers 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available . j'J 

• Full European Use ^ 

(special conditions ^ 
apply) 

• Book Online 

hire@wicl<Yanhire.co.uk 




OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £25,00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid creditidebit card 

01656 660160 


Lew 16 1 1 ir/ :cMr 
IK WAJ-lIb: 



58 MERCEDES CLK 
220 CDi Avantgarde 

Diesel, automatic, 
climate control, cruise 
control, fsh,12,567 miles 


57 VAUXHALL Astra 
1.6i 16v Design 3dr 

Metallic black, cd, air 
conditioning, alloy wheels, 
only 5,405 miles 


09 PEUGEOT 207 
1.4 HDi S 3dr 

Metallic blue, diesel, air 
conditioning, 16,558 miles 


57 RENAULT Grand 
Scenic 1.6 VVT 
Dynamique 5dr 

Cd, abs, alloy wheels, 
33,000 miles 


57 RENAULT Scenic 
1.9 dCi Diesel 
Dynamique 5dr 

Met silver, air con, cd, 
alloys, fsh, 23,572 miles 


57 FORD Focus 
1.6 Style 5dr 

Automatic, air con, alloy 
wheels, cd, fsh, 
8,255 miles 


07 VAUXHALL Zafira 
1.6i LifeSdr 

Met blue, 7-seats, 
air con, cd, 
fsh, 31,225 miles 


57 FORD Focus 
1.6 Style 5dr 

Air con, alloy wheels, 
cd, electric windows, 
38,556 miles 



08 RENAULT 
Megane 1.6 VVT 
Extreme 5dr 

Cd, air con, alloys, fsh, 
27,445 miles 


57 VAUXHALL 
Vectra 1.8i VVT SRi 

Air con, cd, alloys, fsh, 
49,858 miles 


57 VAUXHALL Zafira 
1.6i Life 5dr 

Met black, cd, air con, 
7-seats, fsh, 

41,556 miles 


57 VOLKSWAGEN 
Polo 1.2E 60 3dr 

Met grey, central locking, 
cd, fsh, 26,646 miles 


57 FORD Fiesta 
1.4 Zetec 3dr 

Met silver, air con, 
electric windows, fsh 
34,255 miles 


57 RENAULT Olio 
1.2 16v Extreme 3dr 

Met black, alloy wheels, 
cd, abs, fsh, 
18,000 miles 


57 VAUXHALL Astra 
1.8i VVT Life 5dr 

Met silver, automatic, 
air con, electric windows, 
fsh, only 17,558 miles 


07 OITROEN 04 
1.6i 16v SX 5dr 

Met silver, automatic, 
alloys, air conditioning, 
fsh, 31,255 miles 



07 FIAT Grande Punto 
1.2 Dynamic 5dr 

Air con, electric windows, 
alloys, fsh, 33,255 miles 


57 RENAULT 
Megane 1.6 VVT 
Dynamique 

Met green, auto, air con, 
fsh, 24,556 miles 


08 RENAULT 
Twingo 1.2 16v 
Dynamique 3dr 

Red, cd, alloys, air con, 
33,000 miles 


55 FORD Focus O- 
Max 1.6 TDOi LX 5dr 

Met blue, diesel, alloys, 
air con, 116,000 miles 


54 FORD Focus 
1.8 Zetec 

Met grey, cd, air con, 
alloys, 107,000 miles 


56 MAZDA 3 
Diesel 1.6TS 

Silver, air con, alloys, 
56,000 miles 


CAli 

CARDIFF RD, BARRY, CF63 2QW TEL 01446 748384 
www.usedcarsbarry.co.uk 


01 CHRYSLER Neon 
2.0 LX 4dr 

Met green, air con, alloys, 
full mot, 90,125 miles 


ALL MAJOR 
CREDIT CARDS 
ACCEPTED 
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HOWE MOTORS LTD. 

Our New Vehicle Repair Bodyshop 

Managed by John Schembri, 

Over 60 years of Bodywork Experience in our team. 

► Accident Damage Repairs Undertaken • Insurance Repairs Undertaken 

► Same Day Alloy Wheel Refurbishment • Scratch Removal 

► Dent Removal • Bumper Scuffs 

No Job too BIG or too SMALL 
Tel: 01446 720012 - 

Units 8 & 8a 

Cardiff Road Business Park 
Cardiff Road, Barry, CF63 2PQ 
Email: saIes@howemotors.co.uk 
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PROBLEM WITH FINANCE? CALL NOW! 


FRF Bridgend 


www.frfmotors.com 


Western Avenue. Bridgend Ind Est. To view all ou'btcu r / 

oHors vibt our 

Bridgend 

Sale Hotline 01656 667647 sat nav users CF31 3RT vauxhall 
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New Broad Street Motors Ltd 


Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AJ. Est.1979 





r 02 02 AUDI TT Roadster 1.8 T (225) 2-dr ^ 
Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, 
six CD changer, BOSE sound system, 17” 
alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles . 

£9,995 


1 03 03 BMW 3.0 330 Ci convertible. In topaz blue 
■ with montana grey leather, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, multi cd, alloy wheels, heated seats, only 
55,200 miles. £9,495 


59 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 16v Turbo SRil 
(Nav) In lightning silver metallic with Vitesse I 
interior, full colour navigation, alloy wheels, cli- 1 
mate control, cruise control, phone prep, only! 
14,500 miles . £12,995 1 


07 LANDROVER Range Rover Sport 2.7 TD V6 HSE 5-dr Station Wagon Automatic. In Stornaway 
grey with black leather interior, climate control, cruise control, privacy glass heated front screen, only 

29,500 miles. £31,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5 CRDi XE Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon in quartz grey/purple with grey interior, 

air con, CD, roof rails, four wheel drive, service history, only 36,500 miles. £12,995 

55 BMW X5 3.0D Sport Exclusive Edition 5-dr Station Wagon Automatic. In carbon black Ecru indi¬ 
vidual Nappa leather interior, aluminium running boards, heated seats, multi CD, sat nav, Bluetooth 

phone prep, only 59,000 miles.£19,995 

53 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 3.2 R32 3-dr Hatchback. In diamond Black with black leather interior, electric 
sunroof, cruise control, 18” alloy wheels, metallic paint, climate control, service history, only 63,000 

miles. £8,995 

03 SUZUKI Grand Vitara 2.0 16V 5-dr Estate. In cassis red and silky silver with anthracite interior, air 

con, central locking, roof rails, cd, only 58,840 miles. £4,995 

02 AUDI TT Roadster 1.8 T (225) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles. £9,995 

07 MERCEDES BENZ CLK 1.8 CLK200 Kompressor Sport Cabriolet Automatic. In Tellurium silver 
with black leather interior, electric seats with memory, parktronic system, 18” AMG alloy wheels, cruise 
control, only 36,760 miles. £21,995 

55 BMW 2.0 TD 320 DSE 4-dr Saloon Auto. In sparkling graphite grey, cloth interior, air con, rear park¬ 
ing aid, cd, traction control system, only 54,810 miles. £10,495 

56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 
climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers.£9,995 

55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-dr Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige leather 

interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles. £POA 

03 BMW 3.0 330 Ci convertible. In topaz blue with montana grey leather, rear parking sensors, multi 

cd, alloy wheels, heated seats, only 55,200 miles. £9,495 

03 BMW 2.0 318i Ci 2-dr convertible. In titanium silver with flannel grey leather interior, wood trim, 

heated seats, navigation system, phone preparation, cruise control, only 70,360 miles.£8,995 

52 BMW 7 Series 745i 4.4 saloon automatic. In titanium silver with black leather interior, rear parking 

sensors, multi cd, electric memory seats, alloy wheeels, one owner, only 17,100 miles.£8,495 

52 MERCEDES Benz CLK 2.6 240 Avantgarde 2-dr Coupe. In Tanzanite blue with alpaca grey 
leather interior, luxury climate control, Parktronic sensors, cruise control, service history, only 73,400 

miles. £7,495 

02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 
interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles. £4,995 

Y MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 C200 Kompressor Elegance 4-dr Saloon in brilliant silver with orion 
grey interior, alloy wheels, air con, cruise control, one owner, full service history, only 67,000 miles. ..£4,995 


SPORTS 


06 BMW 3.0 TD MSport Automatic 4-dr Saloon in met black with beige leather in terior, electric fold¬ 
ing mirrors, automatic air con, MV-2 alloy wheels, traction control system, only 58,900 miles. ..£15,995 
59 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 16v Turbo SRi (Nav) In lightning silver metallic with Vitesse interior, full 
colour navigation, alloy wheels, climate control, cruise control, phone prep, only 14,500 miles. £12,995 
58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v (140ps) SRi 3-Dr Sports Hatch. In technical grey with charcoal alpha 

cloth interior, air con, 17” alloy wheels, front fogs, ESP, immobiliser, only 26,850 miles. £9,995 

09 SUZUKI Swift 1.6 VVT Sport 3-dr hatchback. In supreme red with black/red interior, air con, 17” 
alloy wheels, traction control system, body coloured bumpers, one owner, service history, only 16,500 

miles. £8,250 

09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles. £13,495 

57 MINI Cooper 1.6 (120) Chilli Pack 3-dr Hatchback. In pepper white with carbon black half leather 
interior, panoramic roof, air con, CD, rear parking sensors, service history, only 56,000 miles. ...£9,995 
07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles. £11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4i 16v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles. £9,995 

05 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 T Fsi (200ps) GTi 5-dr Hatchback in tornado red with anthracite Vienna 
leather interior, parking sensors, heated front seats, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, onl 67,600 

miles.£9,995 

56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tecType-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, 

climate control, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles. £8,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT 136 Privilege 2-dr Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magnolia leather 

interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 mis. £6,995 

55 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi 110 Sport 5-dr hatchback in flamenco red with black Merlin interior, alloy 
wheels, air con, CD, body coloured bumpers, only 50,600 miles. £4,995 


07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-drl 
Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interi¬ 
or, cruise control, air con, traction control sys¬ 
tem, ESP, only 38,598 miles . £11,995 I 


55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles. £4,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles. £6,995 

54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles. £3,995 

G BMW 3 Series 320i 2.0 2-dr Convertible. In silver with black leather interior, headlamp cleaning sys¬ 
tem, M-Technic steering wheel, wood effect trim, electric windows, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 
68,140 miles.£4,995 


FAMILY 


09 59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 (60ps) Style 5-dr Hatchback. In moondust silver with blue Syracuse interior, 

radio CD with aux input, power steering, body coloured bumpers, immobiliser, one owner, only 3,360 

miles.£7,995 

09 09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 75 Verve 5-dr Hatchback. In onyx black with black interior, alloy wheels, air con, 

body coloured bumpers, front fog lights, only 8,890 miles.£7,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£7,995 

07 57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles.£8,495 

07 57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 16v Breeze 5-dr MPV. In Black sapphire with charcoal interior, reversing 

sensors, CD, air con, privacy glass, only 23,580 miles.£6,495 

07 57 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Styie 5-Door Hatchback. In moondust silver with Kyoto Ebony interior, CD, elec¬ 
tric front windows, body coloured bumpers, power steering, only 25,480 miles.£5,495 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£6,495 

06 56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal interior, air 

con, CD, colour coded bumpers, front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 

06 06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red with black mondial interior, climate control, aluminium trim 

strips, multi CD, 18” alloy wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles.£10,995 

05 05 FORD Fusion2 1.4 5-dr hatchback. In tonic blue with charcoal interior, air con, quick clear screen, 

cd, electric windows, only 46,880 miles.£4,295 

05 54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-dr Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, front fogs, climate 

control, alloy wheels, one owner only 60,300 miles.£6,995 

05 05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£5,995 

04 54 CITROEN C3 stop&start 1.4 5-dr Automatic Hatchback. In silver with blue velour interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, only 29,920 miles.£3,695 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 

gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE-i- 5-dr Hatchback. In mighty blue with grey interior, air con, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, front electric windows, ISOFIX, only 26,560 miles.£3,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£7,995 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz I.OSE-i- 5-dr Hatchback. In poly silver with blue/black interior, air con, central 

locking, CD, colour coded bumpers, power steering, only 26,750 miles.£3,995 

08 08 MAZDA 2 1.3 TS 3-dr Hatchback, in icy blue with charcoal black interior, electric mirrors, front elec¬ 
tric windows, power steering, CD, service history, only 29,800 miles.£6,795 

08 08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, CD, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles.£5,495 

08 08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles.£4,495 

05 55 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TD Studio 3-dr hatchback in moondust silver with intro midnight cloth interior, 

power steering, colour coded bumpers, CD, £30 a year road tax, low mileage.£3,995 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth 

charcoal interior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles.£5,495 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Climate 3-dr Hatchback. In tonic blue with Tungsten Denim blue interior, 

alloy wheels, air con, electric front windows, power steering, only 46,000 miles.£4,995 

06 56 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 Atlantic 3-dr hatchback. In sky blue with dark grey interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, front fogs, body coloured bumpers, alarm, 27,820 miles.£4,450 

04 04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, CD, only 40,955 miles.£3,495 

03 53 MINI One 1.6 3-dr hatchback in indie blue with anthracite/panther black interior, alloy wheels, 

chrome mirror caps, electric panoramic glass r oof, only 71,000 miles.£5,995 

03 53 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 HDi 90D Turbo (a/c) 3-dr Hatchback. In light metallic blue with black interior, 

electric sliding sunroof, air con, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 50,780 miles.£3,495 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymroeg Ar Gael 

01446 720044 ^ 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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04 MERCEDES CLK 240 
Convertible Auto 



In black with black leather 
trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded 
alloys £11,995 



Silver with black leather, 
32,000 miles, just serviced 
by main dealer. 

£19,995 


06 RENAULT Grand 
Scenic 1.6 Dynamique 



Silver, 46,000 miles, 
7 seater. 

£4,695 



In gunmetal grey, air con, 
abs, multiple airbags, alloy 
wheels, parking sensors. 
Leather upholstery, pas. 

£9,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


MERCEDES E320 CDi Sport Estate Auto. In silver with black leather, 22,000 miles.£24,995 

PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4S Tiptronic. Silver w/black leather, 65,000 miles, just serviced Porsche Cardiff. £22,995 

MERCEDES SLK280 Auto. Topaz Blue with cream leather, 11,000 miles, 1 lady owner with extras.£14,995 

AUDI A4 2.0 TDi Convertible Automatic. In met red with beige leather seats, one owner, fantastic value at .. £11,995 

MAZDA MX5 2.0 Sports. In met blue with black leather heated seats, 12,000 miles, 1 owner.£11,995 

MERCEDES CLK 240 Convertible Auto. In black with black leather trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded alloys £11,995 

AUDI A4 2.5TDi Auto Convertible. In silver with black leather, 71,000 miles, sat nav etc.£10,995 

MERCEDES CLK 200 Avantgarde Auto. In silver with charcoal leather, only 21,000 miles.£9,995 

HONDA Civic 2.0 Type R. In black, 53,000 miles with air con, drives superb.£7,995 

MERCEDES SLK 230 Auto in silver with black leather heated seats, 55,000 miles.£7,995 

MITSUBISHI Shogun 3.2 TD Equippe 5-dr in silver, ideal diesel 4x4, 7 seater.£6,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

MERCEDES C220Di Avant Garde SE Auto in black, 78,000 miles, diesel economy at.£5,995 

MERCEDES Cl80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

BMW 316i SE. In steel blue, low mileage, local car at.£4,695 

LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. Burgundy met, light grey leather, 75,000 miles FANTASTIC VALUE REDUCED TO £3,995 
KIA Sportage 2.0 XSE Auto. In black, 62,000 miles, 4x4 at.£2,995 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


09 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In black, 19,000 miles with sports pack and a/c.£8,995 

07 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 T Spirit. Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal grey met.£7,995 

07 PEUGEOT 207 1.6TD Sport Estate. In silver, 58,000 miles, panoramic roof, low road tax diesel.£6,995 

55 MINI One 1.6. In black, 46,000 miles, 2 owners, low insurance.£6,995 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTi Dynamic. In met grey, 10,000 miles, 1 owner .... REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamic Auto In met-burgundy, superb example with only 25,000 miles .£5,995 

56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 3-dr. In black, 28,000 miles, very nice car at.£5,995 

06 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 T-Spirit 5-dr Automatic. In light met grey, 28,000 miles with A/C, alloys.£5,995 

08 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr. In black, 34,000 miles with a/c, alloys, etc.£5,695 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-dr. In met graphite, 21,000 miles with air con.£5,695 

58 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In Met Blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty .... £5,495 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Club 5-dr. In blue, 31,000 miles, 1 local owner.£5,495 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Club 5-dr Auto. In silver, 31,000 miles, two owners.£5,495 

56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc.£4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

06 NISSAN Note 1.4 SE. In electric blue, 46,000 miles, 2 owners, excellent throughout.£4,995 

06 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-dr. In met blue, 44,000 miles, ideal family hatch with a/c, cd.£4,995 

06 CITROEN Picasso 2.0 Desire Auto. Blue, low mileage, very desirable car, 38,867 miles.£4,795 

56 SMART Four Two 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. In silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c .. £4,695 

06 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Silver, 46,000 miles, 7 seater.£4,695 

53 PEUGEOT 206cc 1.6 Convertible. In silver, 31,000 mile example with full leather, a/c etc.£4,495 

55 FORD Focus 1.6LX Automatic 5-dr. In blue, new shape Focus at.£3,495 

05 ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys. . . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £3,495 

03 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 CDX 5-dr Auto in jade met, 39,000 miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

07 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE. In silver, low mileage example with low running costs.£3,695 

05 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTT Expression. In met-red, 60,000 miles, 2 owners, only.£3,695 

04 PEUGEOT 206 1.1S 3-dr. In silver, 36,000 miles with a/c.£2,995 

53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2SXi. Met green, a/c, elec windows, very attractive car.£2,995 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamic 3-Dr. In black, 68,000 miles, alloys, sunroof.£2,995 

54 ROVER 45 1.6 Club in silver, 36,000 mile example with heated seats, cd . . . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £2,695 

02 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Fidji. In pearlescent green with half leather trim, 61,000 miles.£2,695 

51 FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia 4-dr. In met black, 75,000 miles, 1 owner example with A/C etc.£2,695 

52 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8LS 5-dr. In silver, 83,000 miles, large family hatch.£2,195 



Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal 
grey metallic 

£7,995 


06 NISSAN Note 
1.4 SE 



In electric blue, 46,000 
miles, 2 owners, excellent 
throughout £4,995 


04 MITSUBISHI Shogun 
3.2 Diesel Elegance 5-Dr 



In silver with black leather, 
66,000 miles, diesel 7 seater 

£11,995 


02 LEXUS GS300 SE 
Navigator 



Burgundy met, light grey 
leather, 75,000 miles 

£3,995 


Broad street, Q| 722600 M 

(Next to Barry trim Station) W ■ M ^^WWW IWARRANTIES WkM 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AU. • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOLIGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE nwwmmmm 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 
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THE COTTRELL LADIES 
WELCOME NEW CAPTAIN 


ON Thursday, January 20, the 
new ladies’ captain of Cottrell 
Park golf club, Jenny McGlyne, 
performed her drive in front of a 
large crowd of supporters, with 
an excellent drive straight up the 
middle of the fairway. 

Brenda Margetts placed her flag 
nearest to where the ball landed and 
won a newly-minted silver 2011 pound 
coin. 

This was followed by a 12 hole sta- 
bleford competition on the Mackintosh 
course in icy conditions, which made 
the golf very interesting with difficulty 
keeping the ball on the greens. 

In spite of this there were some very 
good scores. The vice-captain’s team 
beat the captain’s team and the individ¬ 
ual winner of the captain’s team was 
Chris Impey, while the winner on the 
vice-captain’s team was Sara Williams, 
both finishing with 25 points. 

Sixty-two ladies enjoyed a good 
lunch; Jenny McGlyne thanked 
Lorraine Pointon-Bell, immediate past 
captain, for her hard work over the pre¬ 
vious year and presented her with a 
thank you present from the ladies. She 
also gave her a special album with a 
record of her year as captain which she 
was delighted to receive. 

She also welcomed Judy James as 
her vice-captain before announcing her 
chosen charity for 2011, which is The 
Dogs Trust. 

She gave a short interesting talk on 
the history of the ‘drive-in’ which 
started in 1754, when the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club was formed. A sil¬ 
ver club was played for annually, and 
the winner became captain for a year. 

In 1806, the captaincy became an 
elected position but the R & A retained 
the fiction of a competition to select a 
captain. The captain was selected and 
then entered into a competition in 
which he was the sole competitor and 



declared the winner after his first drive 
from the first tee! 

She described some of the social 
events which will take place over the 
coming year, and in conclusion, she 
thanked the ladies for supporting her at 
her drive-in and lunch and wished 
them all good golfing in the coming 
year. 

CB 


Chris Impey. 


Sara Williams. 


Barry under-8s lose 
local game to Sully 


BARRY RFC 
under-8s travelled 
the short distance to 
Sully on Sunday in 
brisk January con¬ 
ditions. 

Barry never really got 
started in both games and 
managed to lose both fix¬ 
tures, which is something 
they haven’t done all sea¬ 
son. 

The visitors still man¬ 
aged to show signs of 
their entertaining skills 
but at restarts they were 
not given the correct 
space to continue the 
match. LS 



Aberthin Tim’s 20-1 
Market Rasen winner 


QUO VIDEO, a 
seven-year-old 
French-bred geld¬ 
ing trained by Tim 
Vaughan at 
Aberthin, romped 
home a five lengths 
winner of the 
Digibet.com 
Beginners’ Chase 
under Richard 
Johnson at far 
flung Market 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 


Rasen last Sunday. 

Only five runners 
faced the starter and 
Quo Video, a winner of 
two races within six 
days of each other last 
season, was surprising¬ 
ly easy to back at odds 
of 20-1. 

Last Sunday’s West 
Wales Area Club 
point-to-point at 


Lydstep, Tenby, was 
frozen off and will now 
take place this Sunday 
with a later start time 
of Ipm. 

All entries stand 
and a number of hors¬ 
es from the Vale have 
been entered including 
Beth Roberts’s prolific 
winner Chesnut Annie. 


The Scorpions’ 
supporters launch 
‘prediction’ league 


SOUTH Wales Scorpions’ 
Supporters Club has launched 
its prediction league for the 
2011 season. 

The competition, open to any sup¬ 
porters of any club, ran successfully 
last year with fans predicting the 
results of South Wales Scorpions’ 


matches. 

However, this year, the competition 
will not only be to predict the results 
of South Wales Scorpions games but 
will include other big matches from 
Crusaders and other Welsh clubs. 

To register and see the points scor¬ 
ing system, go to 


www.scorpionsrl.com and click on 
the Supporters Club or Prediction 
League links. 

The club’s second season starts 
with a challenging friendly match 
with Warrington Wolves under-20s at 
Cardiff Arms Park on Friday, 
February 11. 
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GEM sport 


WALES IN TIGHT 
SPOT AS COACH 
LOOKS TO GIVE 
YOUTH ITS HEAD 

I BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John || 


E mbattled head 

coach Warren 
Gatland, who has 
frankly admitted that his 
job is on the line if results 
continue to go against his 
Welsh team, ending in 
early World Cup exit 
later this year, on Sunday 
unveiled his reduced 28- 
man squad for the open¬ 
ing of the last Six Nations 
before they face the acid 
test in New Zealand. 

With Martin Johnson’s 
England the first formidable 
obstacle to be surmounted 
at the Millennium Stadium 
a week tomorrow (February 
4) the Kiwi gave this sober¬ 
ing, if understated, assess¬ 
ment on the eve of announc¬ 
ing his ‘reshuffle’: 

^^Things have strangely 
changed over the last 
week....We were going into 
the Six Nations and there was 
genuine excitement about 
it....But we have picked up a 
few injuries and Gethin 
(Jenkins) and Adam (Jones) 
are a big loss to us. ” 

Therein lies the crux of an 
all too familiar problem for 
Wales - lack of comparable 
strength in depth in crucial 
areas up front - and the 
absence of pack corner¬ 
stone, Adam Jones, in par¬ 
ticular, underlines the pauci¬ 
ty of world class talent 
available at tighthead. 

Without the hugely-infiu- 
ential Osprey, Wales are 
undoubtedly a weakened 
force and the much-relieved 
English will now surely be 
licking their lips at the 
prospect of targeting a 
scrum denuded of two lead¬ 
ing British Lions. 

True, the lengthy injury 
list also threatened to 
deprive Gatland of several 




selection options behind; but 
the reality is that with wings 
Shane Williams and Leigh 
Halfpenny hopefully 
restored to the back line, 
they should still outclass the 
opposition - provided that 
is, they get the ball in their 
hands - hence concern over 
parity of good possession 
from the coalface. 

The national team coach 
has not been helped in his 
task of lifting his players’ 
morale for the stern tests 
that lie ahead, by the latest 
abject showing of our 
under-performing Welsh 
regions in Europe, all of 
whom failed to reach even 
the quarter finals of the 
Heineken Cup. 

What an opportunity lost 
for a major boost to Welsh 
morale (and finances) with 
the showpiece final being 
staged on home turf at 
Cardiff’s Millennium 
Stadium, in front of a huge 
global audience! 

Little wonder there was 
more than usual interest this 
week when the Welsh squad 
was unveiled, as pundits 
sought to glean some clue as 
to Gatland’s thinking on 
plugging the gaps torn in his 
first choice line-up by a 
spate of injuries. 

Worryingly, these are 
becoming all too common in 
a modern game that puts 
the emphasis more on crash- 
bang macho confrontation 
than evasive skill and fiair. 

Younger faces have now 
been drafted in as the Welsh 
camp scan the reserve ranks 
for men able to “step up to 
the plate” as their former 
coach Graham Henry was 
so fond of saying! 

All eyes will now be on 
who gets the nod for the 
match against England that 
kicks off at the ridiculous 


time of 7.45pm next Friday 
night (another unwelcome 
rugby trend I will return to 
on a future occasion). 

WELSH SQUAD 
FORWARDS: Paul James 
(Ospreys), John Yapp 
(Blues), Craig Mitchell 
(Ospreys), Ryan Bevington 
(Ospreys), Scott Andrews 
(Blues), Matthew Rees 
(Scarlets, capt), Richard 
Hibbard (Ospreys), Alun 
Wyn Jones (Ospreys), 
Bradley Davies (Blues), 

Ryan Jones (Ospreys), Sam 
Warburton (Blues), 
Jonathan Thomas 
(Ospreys), Andy Powell 
(Wasps), Josh Turnbull 
(Scarlets), Dan Lydiate 
(Dragons), Rob McCusker 
(Scarlets). 

BACKS: 

Mike Phillips (Ospreys), 
Dwayne Peel (Sharks), Tavis 
Knoyle (Scarlets), Stephen 
Jones (Scarlets), Rhys 
Priestland (Scarlets), James 
Hook (Ospreys), Jamie 
Roberts (Bluest Jonathan 
Davies (Scarlets), Shane 
Williams (Ospreys), Morgan 
Stoddart (Scarlets), Leigh 
Halfpenny (Blues), Lee 
Byrne (Ospreys). 

Magnificent Seven! 

At the recent 125th anniver¬ 
sary dinner of London Welsh 
RFC (a club I was privileged 
to follow throughout the ’70s 
of blessed memory) they salut¬ 
ed their seven British Lions, 
who 40 years ago won the 
only Test series in New 
Zealand, under Carwyn 
James - skipper John Dawes, 
JPR Williams, Gerald Davies, 
Mervyn Davies, Geoff Evans, 
Mike Roberts and John 
Taylor. 

It was an unashamedly nos¬ 
talgic reminder of how differ¬ 
ent things were then ... and 
might be again? 


J 


Youngster joins Bristol City FC 



Wesley Burns is 
joining the Bristol 
City academy. 


A former Llantwit Major jun¬ 
ior footballer has won a two- 
year scholarship with Bristol 
City. 

Sixteen-year-old Wesley Burns, 
who was born in Barry and now lives 
in Flemingston, recently played for 
Bristol City’s under-16s and under-18s 
before getting the nod from the west 
country club’s academy coaches. 

Wesley, an attacking right winger 
with blistering place, played for Barry 
Athletic under-8s and began a long 
involvement with Cardiff City at the 
age of eight. 

He played for Llantwit Major 
under-12s after he was released by 


Cardiff for a short time, before return¬ 
ing to the Cardiff academy for a fur¬ 
ther four years. 

After failing to get a scholarship in 
December, Wesley was approached by 
Exeter City, Bristol Rovers and Bristol 
City - and chose the latter to pursue 
his career. 

Wesley attends the Welsh school in 
Barry Ysgol Bro Morgannwg. 

Gwyn John, the secretary at 
Llantwit Junior Football Club, said the 
club was delighed at Wesley’s 
progress and said it was another exam¬ 
ple of a Llantwit player making his 
way with a professional club. 


Cowbridge Squash B 
overcome Old Pens to 
start the new campaign 


COWBRIDGE B 
Bar 44 hosted their 
first match of the 
new campaign to a 
very strong Old 
Penarthians line-up 
(last year’s No 1 was 
playing at No 3). 

The club’s seasoned 
campaigners producing a 
worthy 3-2 (15-7) over 
their eastern Vale oppo¬ 
nents. 

Julian Jenkins (No 4) 
and Richie Ford (No 3) 
started proceedings and 
both settled fairly quick¬ 
ly to take their respective 
first games. 

Both players faced 
tighter play in each sec¬ 
ond game and Old Pens 
levelled the match at this 
stage. 

However, after this 
Jenkins ran out of steam 
(despite being 8-4 up in 
the third game) and went 
down 1-3 while Ford 
kept his game at a steady 
unerring pace to see his 
opponent make mistake 
after mistake in trying to 
chase the game. 

Ford pulled clear 9-5, 
9-6 in the third and fourth 
to win 3-1. 

Colin Baxter at No 5, 
found himself lined up 
against Gary Blackmore 
but produced a superb 
performance to win 3-0 
(9-2, 9-6, 9-1). 

At No 1, Paul Reynish 
was really fired for 
action and combined 
some excellent serving, 
tight drives and drop 
shots to bamboozle his 
opponent 3-0 (9-0 in the 
third!) for a superlative 
match-winning perform¬ 
ance. 

Chris Ranger had 
already started his 
encounter knowing the 
match was in the balance 


and fought hard for the 
first, but his opponent 
closed out 9-6. 

Fed the information 
that the match was won 
by Messrs Baxter and 
Reynish, Ranger relaxed 
and decided to enjoy 
himself with a range of 
shots to level the No 2 
string with a 9-1 second 
game. 

However, this relaxed 
style did not carry him 
through and he subse¬ 
quently went down 1-3. 

All in all, an excellent 
start for the Bs after a 
very disappointing pre- 
Christmas league show¬ 
ing. 

Nick Guard took his 
Bar 44 A team to 
Newport to face their ‘D’ 
team to play at the high¬ 
est level of South Wales 
squash the Cowbridge 
club has ever attained. 

Both Niall Sloan (No 
5) and Simon Payne (No 
4) put in highly competi¬ 
tive performances - both 
players’ matches going to 
five-setters but unfortu¬ 
nately both getting 2-3 
reverses (Payne had been 
two games to nil in the 
lead, while Sloan lost 
narrowly 7-9 in the fifth). 

The No 3 string saw 
Garfield Leask start 
strongly at the Rodney 
Parade club - going into 
a 2-0 lead before being 
pegged back 7-9 in a 
close third - but closed 
out comfortably 9-2 in 
the fourth. 

Jon Bisson (at No 2) 
was not doing so well 
with a slow start - find¬ 
ing himself 0-2 down 
before producing a 9-2 
third, but could not 
reproduce this in a hard 
fought fourth to lose the 
string 1-3. 

With pride at stake and 


a potential three points 
for the team, Nick Guard 
embarked on the task of 
beating Matthew 

Lawrence - and a very 
good effort he made of it 
too, being edged out in a 
five-setter with three tie- 
breaks, but only winning 
the two! Match score 10- 
17. 

Dave Matthews took 
his Cowbridge ‘C’ 
Shampan team to the re- 
formed/re-instated 
Llanishen ‘B’ where 
points were hard to come 
by in a 1-4 defeat. 

Only six points were 
mustered on the road, 
with skipper DM taking 
half of them in his 3-2 
win at No 3 (9-7 in the 


fifth). 

Mike Burnett at No 5 
drew a blank while Nos 
1, 2 and 4, Colin Giles, 
Hugh Wallace and Tony 
Steele managed a game 
point each - match score 
6-19 (with bonuses). 

Week two fixtures 
show the Bar 44 As and 
The Shampan Cs at home 
to Cardiff ‘C’ (January 
27) and UHW ‘A respec¬ 
tively, while the Bar 44 
Bs travel to Rhiwbina 
‘D’. 

All club info may be 
obtained from chairman 
Clive Prigg (01446 
773729) or club skipper 
russ.watts@btopen- 
world.com 

RUSS WATTS 


CALLING ALL CLUB 
OFFICIALS! 

We welcome your news, views and 
sports reports - please email them to: 
gemeditorial @ tindlenews. co. uk 
Read your Cowbridge GEM 
online free of charge at: 
cowbridge-today, co. uk 


R&M MOBILE VALETING 

At your home or workplace 7 days a week! 

EXPRESS VALET 

wash, vacuum and tyre shine. £13.00 

MINI VALET 

all of the above plus windows and plastics £20.00 

SUPER MINI VALET 

all of the above plus hand polish . £30.00 

FULL VALET 

^all of the above plus shampoo seats and carpets £45.00 
WE AIM TO PLEASE 
OUR CUSTOMERS 
Call today on: 

07583 
943 959 

rmnnobilevaleting@yahoo.co.uk 



Disappointing 
away day for 
Cowbridge RFC 


COWBRIDGE 
travelled to 

Tremorfa on 

Saturday hoping to 
register their second 
win of the season 
against St Albans. 

Unfortunately, this 
was not to be in a bitter¬ 
ly fought contest, as poor 
kicking and shaky 
defence from Cowbridge 
saw St Albans score 
three first half tries, with 
just a solitary penalty 
from Ed Lakin to give a 
half time score of 22-3. 

Cowbridge had the 
better of the second half, 
and there was a well- 
taken try by wing Dai 


Knight, converted by 
Lakin, followed by a 
penalty try, also convert¬ 
ed, with just one convert¬ 
ed try to St Albans for a 
final score of St Albans 
32, Cowbridge 17. 

This Saturday, we 
welcome Old 

Penarthians to the 
Athletic Ground in a 
rearranged game, kick¬ 
off 2.30pm. As always, 
the more supporters the 
better. 

On Saturday, February 
5, following the defeat of 
England on the Friday 
night, we play host to 
Dinas Powys. 

RV/RK 


Family fun... 

^ Bricig«nt! 

I GOLF 

i| Complex 


Induction or 
improvement I 

£15 PER I 
LESSON 

£42.50 lor 3 I 
£80.00 for 6 


>• Nine-Hole GoK Course 
Pay & May 

^ AII-weaHier flood light 
driving range 
>■ All equipment 
available for hire 
>■ Professional l^ition 


* Fitness cincf Leisure T. 
The Healthy Option! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank halidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 










































